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pe oe os: 
"You're changing what the ‘song's abour, 
you're putting it into a totally new contexi 
and that's just so much more exciting than 
dwelling on it and trying to perfect some- 
thing that ultimately doesn’t mean the same 
thing anyway if you're singing it ata different 
point down the road.” —Eamon McGrath, 
musician, on the evolution of his songs. 
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NICE LEGS - 15 ESCORT LICENSING / 5 
INDULGENCE - 18 “Police are required) because if a bylaw enforce- 
ment guy walks into a massage clinic says, ‘Let’ 


see your license,’ the people who don't have 
licenses will say ‘I'm the receptionist’ They'll go 
inthere and there will be four receptionists work- 
ing, apparently, and no [masseuses].” —Joann 
McCartney, Prostitution Awareness & Action 
Foundation of Edmonton, on the high licensing 


PIG - 24 fees for escort agencies and massage clinics. 

FILM 26 THE WORKS / 19 

EXPELLED - 28 “Defining ourselves as a festival city 
2 Locations CAPSULE REVIEWS - 29 seems the ultimate cop-out for actually 


doing the work to build a cultural environ- 
ment that doesn’t depend on facepainting 
booths and novelty snacks and good 
weather.” —Mary Christa O'Keefe, critic, 
on the downside of summer festivals. 
FANTASTIC PLANET / 26 


Mongolie 3345 Calgary Trai & 


10104 - 109 Street 


Grill SINCE 900 A.d. MUSIC 32 


MELANIE DOANE - 33 
YOUNG AND SEXY - 42 


THE EDMONTON ARTS COUNCIL 


PUBLICAR BACK. 46 


=A QUEERMONTON - 45 


“It's Topor's illustrations that make 
Fantastic Planet (La Planéte Sauvage) 
truly live up to its title. The images tend to 
be a mix of creatures, drawn with a kind of 
Renaissance-stylized notion of classical 
shapes (fans, clam shells; the humans 
wear toga-style outfits), and surreal 
fauna.”—Brian Gibson, critic, on Fantastic 
Planet's incredible animation. 
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CALL FOR PUBLIC ART JURORS 


The Edmonton Arts Council (EAC), on behalf of the City of | . : ' 
Edmonton, is requesting nominations for our Public Art Jury roster. | Here’s your opportunity i 
All artists commissioned through the EAC Public Art Program to save lives. H 
initially undergo assessment by a Public Art Jury. Members of this | 

jury act as peer evaluators, providing recommendations for Edmonton 
each Public Art commission applicable through City of Edmonton | Tell 
Policy C458B - "Percent for Art to Provide and Encourage Art in | Donor Clinic 
Public Areas" and through the Community Public Art Grants | 8249 - 114 Street 
program. 


Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 


Juries may be comprised of artists and other community 
arts/design professionals with knowledge pertinent to the project | 
criteria. Jury members should be capable of providing a critical Saturday 
analysis of the artist's qualifications, as well as of the suitability of | 8:30 am - 2:30 pm 
the proposal under review. 


. : | Book your life 
© nominate yourself or Someone else, please contact the EAC’s | saving a int t 
Public Art Dirctor, Kristy Trinier, for a nomination package at g appointmen 
ktrinier@edmontonarts.ab.ca or 780-424-2787 ext. 222. | today! 
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Canadien Blood Services 
105 in you 30 phe 


EDMONTON ARTS COUNCIL 


808, 10310 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5J 2W4 
780-424-2787 


www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/publicart 
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Time to start saving, Iris 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
‘ou know that it’s time to start paying attention to an idea when the 
Parkland Institute, the CD Howe Institute and the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation are all telling you the same thing. 

As disparate.as these groups are in their philosophical outlooks, they and prac- 
tically every other organization even remotely interested in Alberta agree that it’s 
time for the Conservative government to start putting away far more money to 
prepare the province for a future without windfall income from oil and gas. : 

The calls for increased savings grew louder on Jun 24 as Finance Minister Iris 
Evans announced yet another whopping surplus for fiscal year 2007-08, with the 
government coming in $4.6 billion over budget. As astounding as that sum is, a 
recent CIBC World Markets report predicted that the surplus next year could be over 
$11 billion, which would easily top the largest surplus in the province's history. 

One-third of the surplus will be put into the Heritage Fund, the government's 
main savings vehicle, growing the fund to a record $17 billion. As impressive as 
that sounds, the amount put into the 32-year-old fund pales in comparison to 
other jurisdictions which have done a far better job of managing their finances 
with an eye to the future. 

The Government Pension Fund of Norway, more commonly known by its former 
name, the Petroleum Fund, is valued at over $380 billion and allocates four per 
cent, or approximately $15 billion, to government revenues annually—billions of 
dollars more than Alberta eamed through royalties and lease sales for oil and gas 
last year. To add insult to injury, this phenomenal savings record only started in 
1990, when the fund was set up by the Norwegian parliament. Norway's not alone: 
the Alaska Permanent Fund, established in 1976, has a current value of $38 billion, 
even though it pays out a dividend to almost every citizen of Alaska each year. 

Alberta Liberal leader Kevin Taft is right when he says the province has “a once- 
in-a-lifetime opportunity to bring the Heritage Fund up to a more respectable 
level,” in calling for 100 per cent of unbudgeted surpluses to be put into the Her- 
itage Fund. The Parkland Institute also wants all unbudgeted surpluses to be 
saved, and the CD Howe Institute says the government should be saving an aver- 
age of $15 billion annually. It's time for Evans to start heeding the advice and get 
serious about how much she puts into the provincial piggy bank. w 


Issue No 662 / Jun 26 - Jul 2, 2008 / Available at over 1400 locations 


WUEWEEKLY 


10303 - 108 Street, Edmonton, AB T5J 117 
T: 780.426.1996 / F: 780.426.2889 / E: office@vueweekly.com / W: vueweekly.com 


Vue Weekly is available 
free of charge at well 
over 1400 locations 
throughout Edmonton. 
We are funded solely 
through the support of 
our advertisers. Vue 
Weekly is a division of 
783783 Alberta Ltd. and 
is published every 
Thursday. 


EDITOR AND PUBLISHER RON GARTH / ron@vueweekly.com 
NEWs E0ITOR SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
ARTS / FILM EDITOR DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
music Epon EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
DISH FoITOR DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE EDITOR JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 
ASSOCIATE Music EDITOR BRYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


Yue Weekly is available 
free of charge through- 
out Greater Edmonton 
and Northern Alberta, 
limited to one copy per 
reader. Vue Weekly 
may be distributed only 

y Vue Weekly's 
authorized independent 
contractors and 
employees. No person 
may, without prior writ- 
ten permission of Vue 
Weekly, take more than 
one copy of each Vue 
Weekly issue. 


Canada Post Publica- 
tions Mail Agreement 
No. 40022989 


PRODUCTION MANAGER LYLE BELL / lyle@vueweekly.com 
PRODUCTION MICHAEL SIEX / mike@vueweekly.com 
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT SARAH HOLTHAM / sarah.h@vueweekly.com 
LAYOUT / DESIGN CHRIS BOSCHMAN / hoschman@vueweeldy.com 


USTINGS GLENYS SWITZER / glenys@vueweekly.com 
LOCAL ADVERTISING 426.1996 / advertising @vueweekly.com 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 426.1996 / classifieds @vueweekly.com 
NATIONAL ADVERTISING DPS MEDIA / 416.413.9291 
SALES AND MARKETING MANAGER ADB LIGHTHOOT / roh@vueweekly.com 
ADMINISTRATION / DISTRIBUTION MIKE GARTH / michael @vueweekly.com 
ADMINISTRATION / PROMOTIONS AARON GETZ / saron@vueweekly.com 
MEDIA ASSISTANT TREVOR KJORUEN / trevor@vueweekty.com 


CONTRIBUTORS Paul Blinav, Josef Braun, Rob Brevsny, lf undeliverable, return to; 
Gwynne Dyer, Kristina de Guzman, Amy Fung, Brian Gibson, Chris Genovali, James Grasdal, Scare 
Matthew Halliday, Gen Handley, Jan Hostyn, Whitey Houston, Connie Howard, Ted Kerr, Sherry Edm, AB T5J 1L7 
Dawn Knettle, Maria Kotovych, James Lyle, Omar Mouallem, Andrea Nemerson, Carol 
Nikodym, Alyssa Noel, Stephen Notley, Mary Christa O'Keefe, Roland Pemberton, TB Player, 
Jamie Reinhart, Steven Sandor, Bryan Saunders, Christopher Thrall, Darren Zenko 


PAINTING THE EDMONTON SUN 
DISTRIBUTION Clark Distribution, Barrett DeLaBarre, Alan Ching, 
Mike Garth, Aaron Getz, Bob Riley, Wally Yanish 


Audit Bureau of Greutations 
Member 


_ 17'S AGORESSIVE, ALL RIGHT... 


= LETTERS 


VEGETARIAN: NO! 


Vegetarianism is not best for all (“Vege- 
tarian diet is best for all,” Letters, May 
29 - Jun 4, 2008). | was a vegan for 18 
months and became quite unhealthy 
during that time. | lost too much weight, 
my hair started falling out, my levels of 
Vitamins A and B12 became low. My 
blood pressure was also very low 
(90/60) and worst of all my homocys- 
teine levels became dangerously high— 
an early marker of heart disease. Also 
the rheumatoid arthritis that had previ- 
ously only been in hands and feet 
spread to my shoulders and right knee 
as well. 

Sincé cutting out all cooked starches 
including grains, potatoes and legumes 
and adding meat, fish and eggs to my 
diet as well as a healthy dose of good 
fats like olive oil, coconut oil, fish oil 
and butter, the arthritis has retreated 
from my shoulders and knee, my homo- 
cysteine level has returned to a healthy 
6.4, my vitamin levels are normal, and 
my bp is 110/70! 

If | eat grains or lequmes my arthritis 
becomes much worse. Following the 
paleo diet | have been able to get off all 
cortisone medication, half my anti- 
inflammatory and avoid dangerous 
immune suppressing drugs generally 
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used to treat rheumatoid arthritis. 

Ray Audette has written a book 
called Neaderthin about his experience 
eating only fruit, vegetables, nuts, meat, 
fish, eggs and good fats. He then healed 
from diabetes and rheumatoid arthritis. 
Gary Taubes has written a very good 
book called Good Calories Bad Calories 
about how the high carb low fat diets 
prescribed have resulted in very poor 
health for many many people. That diet 
did not work for me at all. But a high 
good fat low carb diet works well for me 
as it does for many people. 

Following a diet called MOVE— 
meat, oils, vegetables and eggs—the 
woman who runs it lost over 100 pounds 
and all of her health problems including 
arthritis and hypoglycemia disappeared. 

Please, please open your mind that 
some people need to eat animal prod- 
ucts to be healthy. | would have been 
much better off avoiding the vegan path. 
Heck | was a vegetarian for most of my 
20s then developed arthritis. | can't help 
but wonder now if | had eaten a healthy 
paleo diet maybe | never would have 
gotten sick. 

MONIQUE SAUVE 


VEGETARIAN: YES! 


Connie Howard knows that a vegetarian 
diet is healthy, humane and environmen- 
tally-friendly, yet she seems to be grasp- 
ing for an excuse to eat meat (“Pros and 


cons exist to veg and meat diets,” Jun” 


12 - Jun 18, 2008). There isn't one. 
We can easily get adequate amounts 


of protein, iron, calcium and other 
essential nutrients from a vegan diet. 
Plant-based foods contain fiber and 
complex carbohydrates and none of the 
cholesterol found in meat, eggs and 
dairy products. The American Dietetic 
Association and Dietitians of Canada 
state, “Vegetarians have been reported 
to have lower body mass indices than 
non-vegetarians, as well as lower rates 
of death from ischemic heart disease, 
lower blood cholesterol levels, lower 
blood pressure, and lower rates of 
hypertension, type 2 diabetes, and 
prostate and colon cancer.” 

The Live Earth Global Warming Sur- 
vival Handbook reports that “refusing 
meat” is “the single most effective thing 
you can do to reduce your carbon foot- 
print.” Going vegetarian can also help 
alleviate hunger. Approximately 40 mil- 
lion tons of food is needed to eliminate 
the most extreme cases of world 
hunger; yét farmed animals in western 
countries are fed 540 million tons of 
food every year. The world's cattle alone 
consume a quantity of food equal to the 
caloric needs of 8.7 billion people. It 
takes about 700 calories worth of feed 
to produce just one 100-calorie piece of 
beef. Approximately 2.9 million acres of 
Amazon rainforest were destroyed in 
the 2004-2005 crop season to grow food 
for farmed animals. E 

It takes significantly less land, water, 
fossil fuel, grains and other resources to 
produce a vegetarian diet than a meat- 
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ania ions Thomas 
‘was convicted of second- 
“murder in the death of 
‘The Innes—one of the two prosti- 
tutes he was accused of killing. While 
the sentence brought closure to some, 
others were left asking why Svekla is 
only the first person to have been con- 
victed in the death of one of the nearly 
30 women whose bodies have been 
found in and around Edmonton over 
the past 25 years. 

Days after the Svekla verdict, police 
were alerted to the remains of yet 
another woman found just outside of 
Edmonton, in Strathcona County. 
Indications are that this woman was 
likely—as were many found before 
her—a prostitute who may have been 
the victim of violence. 

‘With so few charges being laid in 
connection with this epidemic of slay- 
ings and the ongoing occurrence of 
such murders, it is perhaps time to 
ask what, if anything, the City of 
Edmonton is doing to prevent such 
tragedies. What is the city doing to get 
these women off the street, before 
they end up dead? 

Over the years, one approach the 

city has taken is to move prostitution 
off the streets and indoors by granting 
business licenses to escort agencies, 
massage parlours and strip joints. 
_ On its official website the city feigns 
ignorance to the fact that it’s granting 
business licenses to prostitution rings. 
According to the city, an escort agency 
is nothing more than a business that 
provides an “introduction.” 

A quick flip through a phonebook or 
newspaper, however, reveals escort 
ads that promise “erotic companion- 
ship” and “3somes’” [sic]. Massage par- 
lours promise “sensual massages” that 
“always have a happy ending.” 

But by granting these business per- 
mits to these establishments, is the 
city encouraging prostitution? More 
importantly, is prostitution behind 
closed doors any safer for the women 
involved than prostitution happening 
on the street? 


JOANN MCCARTNEY is a retirea police 


officer who spent 10 years investigat- 
ing escort agencies, massage parlours 
and the like as part of Edmonton 
Police Service's (EPS) vice unit. She is 
now a counsellor with the Prostitution 
Awareness & Action Foundation of 
Edmonton (PAAFE) and created the 


organization's diversion program, 
which helps women get off the street. 

One thing that licensing does, 
McCartney explains, is allow the city 
to understand and to have some con- 
trol-over who is getting a license. 
Anyone with a criminal history of vio- 
lence can't typically get a license for 
prostitution-related businesses. 

"So, the head guy from the Hell’s 
Angels can’t get a license to [own] a 
massage clinic,” she notes. 

As it turns out, while it was intend- 
ed to do so, licensing doesn’t always 
keep violent criminals from operating 
these businesses. 

The minutes from city council 
meetings from as far back as 1997 
reveal that criminal organizations 
found a.way around the rules a long 
time ago, stating: “the Hell’s Angels 
are about to move into Alberta by 
means of the absorption of the Grim 
Reapers and Rebels’ Motorcycle 
Clubs. These Clubs apparently control 
a number of so-called ‘legitimate’ 
businesses, such as escort agencies 
and various automotive businesses.” 

McCartney points out that licensing 


Your 1** choice for 


Practical Nurse education! 


also assures that children aren't 
working in these dangerous massage 
parlours or escort agencies, because 
one must be 18 to get a license. 

However, there are few things pre- 
venting these same children from 
working on the streets instead. Esti- 
mates vary, but some organizations 
estimate that as many as one-third of 
Edmonton's 400 to 500 prostitutes are 
under 18, or. became involved in the 
profession before that age. 

Interestingly, the licensing fee for 
an escort agency is nearly 30 times 
higher than the fee for most other 
businesses ($4539 compared to $172). 
McCartney explains the higher cost is 
because more resources are required 
to investigate an escort agency than, 
Say, a restaurant. 

“In order for [the city] to check on a 
massage clinic or an escort agency, 
{police] actually have to conduct an 
undercover operation,” McCartney 
says. 

“(Police are required] because if a 
bylaw enforcement guy walks into a 
massage Clinic and says, ‘Let's see 
your license,’ the people who don’t 
have licenses will say ‘I’m the recep- 
tionist,’” McCartney continues. 
"They'll go in there and there will be 
four receptionists working, apparent- 


ly, and no [masseuses}.” 

However, there are no guarantees 
that the large amounts of money from 
escort licensing fees actually go to 
EPS’s budget to pay for what are often 
lengthy and very costly investigations. 

“Any type of licensing fee goes in 
the same direction,” explains a work- 
er with the city’s permit and licensing 
department. That direction is the city’s 
general revenue fund, which means 
that the money from escort licensing 
fees could be used for anything, even 
to pave the very streets that Edmon- 
ton’s prostitutes walk at night. 

Even when EPS does find that an 
infraction is being committed in an 
escort agency, the result is often noth- 
ing more than a fine, which Dean 
Parthenis, the media relations super- 
visor with EPS, explains also ends up 
in the city’s general revenue. 


WITH THESE apparent shortcomings in 
the licensing bylaws, it's no surprise 
that in 2000 then-city councillor Allan 
Bolstad asked for a report to examine 
if the city’s escort agency bylaw was 
serving its purpose. 

Bolstad asked if the bylaw had 
helped reduce the number of prosti- 
tutes and, specifically, minors on the 
streets, if it helped police in their 
criminal investigations and if it helped 
social agencies in getting prostitutes 
off the street. 

The answer to these inquiries was- 
n't exactly a resounding “yes,” and a 
new and improved bylaw was intro- 
duced later that year. In late 2007, 
though, questions about the effective- 
ness of the licensing bylaws were still 
being asked, this time in a report 
titled “Working Together to Address 
Sexual Exploitation in Edmonton.” 

Some critics have charged that the 
licensing bylaws have done nothing 
but move prostitution indoors—where 
it is less visible and less irritating to 
the community—allowing the violent 
criminal activities associated with it to 
continue to thrive. 

The kind of hostility that sex trade 
workers encounter indoors is different 
though, McCartney counters. The 
dominance or violence inside a mas- 
sage parlour is usually psychological 
or financial in nature, and is not near- 
ly so often fatal. 

"You're more likely to be beaten on 
the street, and perhaps raped and left 
out in the country somewhere,” 
McCartney explains, but admits there 
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are exceptions. 

“When you're an escort you can 
still be raped. There was a woman 
from a massage clinic in Edmonton 
who was working her shift and the 
next morning, when the next person 
came in, they found her murdered in 
her massage clinic.” 

McCartney does see some areas in 
which the city could improve its poli- 
ci€s on prostitution. She would, for 
instance, like it if the money generat- 
ed from prostitution-related fines was 
directed towards organizations like 
PAAFE, which work to get women off 
the street, instead of into the city’s 
general revenue fund. 

“That's what happens with the legis- 
lation that seizes johns’ vehicles. The 
vehicles are sold and the money goes 
to these places that try to get women 
off the street,” she points out. 

Ultimately though, McCartney says 
the biggest and most important change 
would have to come at a federal level. 
She wants the Criminal Code of Cana- 
da to be changed to target the johns 
who buy sex, and she wants the pun- 
ishments for them to be harsher. 

“In Sweden, they legislated that if 
you buy another human being or you 
sell another human being for a sexual 
purpose, [that’s] big time illegal. You're 
going to jail—because it’s slavery. 

"Their prostitution dropped 80 per 
cent the first year," McCartney says 
excitedly. More conservative esti- 
mates actually peg the drop to be 
closer to 40 per cent, but the exact 
numbers and the success of the 
Swedish law has been the subject of 
hot debate between proponents and 
critics of the legislation who say that 
even this approach may have just 
moved much of the prostitution to 
more private or discreet locations. 

McCartney prefers Sweden's aboli- 
tionist approach, but others point to 
the Dutch “Red Light District” model 
However, McCartney says that the sig- 
nificant amount of violent crime that 
takes place in the Red Light District is 


often overlooked by supporters of 


such a model. 

While no clear solution presents 
itself as being the one to end the 
ongoing violence against Edmonton 
women, cases like the Svekla trial 
point to the need to do more 

“Sweden defines prostitution as 
violence against women and chil- 
dren,” McCartney concludes. “And I 
do too.” v 
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f JA friend told me, “When you 
A" to Edmonton, you 
: will hate the transit sys- 
tem,'” says Margot Paredes, a Mill 
Woods resident who moved to 
Edmonton from Calgary a few years 
ago. Apparently, public transportation 
in Calgary is, at the very least, mar- 
ginally superior to Edmonton's. 

Because of her experience, Paredes 
is all for the LRT going everywhere, 
and fortunately for her, LRT is fast 
becoming the year’s hot topic in the 
city. It’s going to NAIT, it's going to the 
west end—heck, the mayor even pro- 
posed that the LRT link Edmonton to 
other suburbs such as St Albert and 
Sherwood Park. But where is Mill 
Woods in all this? 


REAR VUE MIRROR / FRI, JUN 20 / 
cy ST ANGELA SCHOOL (13430 - 

A ST) With hundreds of students, 
ee and social justice activists 
looking on, the Children’s Rights and 
Multiculturalism Murai was officially 
unveiled jast Friday at the northside 
Ecole St Angela School. 

The mural was created in remem- 
brance of Ed Carson, an inspirational 
special needs teacher at the school 
and a tireless social justice and soli- 
darity activist who spent more than a 
quarter-century working with special 
needs and street kids in Nicaragua, 
where he lived and worked during the 
years of the Sandinista revolution in 
the 1980s. Carson passed away May 
29 following a battle with cancer. 

Coordinated by the Edmonton-based 
development agency Change for Chil- 
dren, an organization Carson volun- 
teered with since 1979, the three 
metre by 30 metre mural was a collab- 
orative effort between students at the 
school, a group of Edmonton artists 
and two Nicaraguan muralists: Freddy 
Martinez of the Institute for Human 
Promotion (INPRHU) and Coralia Perral- 
ta Garcia of Foundation Art (FUNARTE), 
two Nicaragua-based organizations 
which use art to educate and engage 
marginalized youth, with which Carson 
had a long relationship. 

In attendance at the ceremony was 
Ed’s wife Maria-Elena and 16-year-old 
daughter Quetzala, who cut the ribbon 
along with Chelsey Tuccuro, a St Angela 
student. 

A sister mural commemorating the life 
and work of Ed Carson is also being 
planned for Nicaragua. 

—SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 


Back in January, transportation 
manager Bob Boutillier pushed for the 
expansion of the LRT *owards the 
west and southeast ends of the city. 
Two months later, Ward 6 Councillor 
Amarjeet Sohi put forward a motion 
to begin the process of building an 
LRT line into Mill Woods. The motion 
was subsequently approved by city 
council. But while LRT expansion to 
the west end has led to heated 
debates and has received wide media 
attention, Mill Woods has fallen off 
the radar once again. 

“The reason why you're hearing 
more about [the west and northwest 


~ Tine es] is because are have 


already established the routes. For 
Mill Woods, we don’t even have a line 
decided yet,” explains Sohi. 

"So the consultant that we have 
hired is in the process of identifying 
where the line would go from Mill 
Woods to downtown. [It's] a very 
unfortunate situation. If my memory 
serves me, I think Mill Woods was 
promised an LRT line in 1975." 

An LRT line to Mill Woods comes as 
welcome news to many transit riders 
in the area, but some are resigned to 
the fact that the long-postponed 
extension may not materialize any 
time soon. _ 

“[An LRT line to Mill Woods is] 
probably not going to happen,” says 
Sam Aujla, a Mill Woods resident who 
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commutes to downtown for work to 
avoid the expenses of parking, echo- 
ing the views of Mill Woods residents 
who have been waiting for a line for 
three decades. 

While Sim Eli, another Mill Woods 


resident who takes public transit to’ 


get to his work downtown, is fortu- 
nate enough to get off of work during 
peak hours, he thinks that an LRT line 
to the area is a good idea. 

“(An LRT line to Mill Woods} could 
really work well because the [direct 
line] would just save a lot of hassles.” 

With over 100 000 people living in 
the southeast suburb, it’s a question 
worth asking as to why creating an 
LRT line there hasn't been high on the 
priority list. 

“When we look at Mill Woods and 
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ut Mill. Woods i is still waiting at the station 


the Meadows, it continues to grow,” 
says Sohi. "We have new communi- 
ties [like] Summerside and Silverberry 
and all of these areas are relatively 
high density. You have single family 
homes, duplexes, condominiums and 
people from different socioeconomic 
and cultural backgrounds, [There is} 
more concentration of newcomers 
into Mill Woods and those people 
have to rely on public transit for a few 
years—so the need is there, no doubt 
about it. An LRT would be a very wel- 
come gesture on the part of the city to 
have." 

Sohi thinks that the pressure to have 
the LRT go through the University of 
Alberta in the early 1990s took away 
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based one, and each vegetarian saves more than 
100 animals every year. If you're serious about eat- 
ing healthily, living green and saving animals, adopt 
a vegan diet. For more information and a free vege- 
tarian starter kit, see GoVeg.com. 

HEATHER MOORE 

PEOPLE FOR THE ETHICAL TREATMENT OF ANIMALS 


~ VEGETARIAN: YES! 


There are lots of good reasons to avoid meat ("Pros 
and cons exist to veg and meat diets,” Jun 12 - Jun 
18, 2008). 

There are 21 good reasons on HealthyHighways.com 
SCOTT ANDERSON 


VEGETARIAN: YES! 


\'ve enjoyed the discussion about vegetarianism in 
recent issues of Vue (“Pros and cons exist to veg and 
meat diets,” Jun 12 - Jun 18, 2008). 

| won't wade into the debate over whether a veg- 
etarian lifestyle is for everyone. Vegetarians remain 
a very small minority (4 per cent in Canada) and 
mass conversion is not imminent. A vegetarian diet 
is a good option though and people should have 
accurate information to help them decide if it is for 
them. Here are the benefits to being a vegetarian. 

1. Health: The American Dietetic Association and 
Dietitians of Canada say that “appropriately planned 
vegetarian diets are healthful, nutritionally adequate 
and provide health benefits in the prevention and 
treatment of certain diseases.” That statement is 
backed by scores of peer reviewed studies. 

Appropriately planned means eating whole foods 
including lots of fruits and vegetables as well as 
whole grains, beans, nuts and seeds. It also means 
supplementing with vitamins B12 and D and paying 
attention to a few other nutrients like calcium and 
omega 3 fats. . } 

Vegetarians are not the only ones who should 
appropriately plan their diets. Omnivores face many 
tisk factors as a result of getting enough of nutrients 
found in whole plant foods and get too much of 
some things in animal foods (eg saturated fats). 

2. Environment: Producing and transporting food 
is a major source of greenhouse gasses and other 
pollution. Animal production adds an extra step that 
a significantly increases these nasty byproducts. | 
eat grains and beans; you eat a cow that was fed 
grains and beans. Evidence for the environmental 
benefits of vegetarian diets can be found in sources 
such as scientific journals and publications of agen- 
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cies that advise farmers on animal feed, water con- 
Sumption ete. The press has recently identified meat 
consumption in China as one of the main causes of 
current world food shortages. 

3. Animal Welfare: This is a touchy subject. In 
our culture we have strong feelings about the treat- 
ment of pets but see concerns about the lives and 
deaths of animals we eat as romantic nonsense. 
What kind of life did the chicken, pig or steer on your 
plate live? What kind of death did they experience? 
With a plant based diet you know that you are not 
contributing to the suffering of food animals. 

4. Cost: Meat is expensive. Whole plant foods— 
fruit, vegetables, beans, grains, nuts and seeds are 
much cheaper. You have to cook them of course, but 
it doesn’t have to be any more time consuming than 
preparing any other food once you know what you 
are doing. 

Can you get these benefits without going vegetar- 
ian? Sure. For health benefits, check out the prudent 
Dash, Mediterranean and Harvard School of Public 
Health diets. They all emphasize fruits and vegeta- 
bles and other whole plant foods. They tend to add 
fish, low fat milk products and small amounts of 
other animal foods. Switching from a standard North 
American diet to any of these diets will reap some of 
the ethical benefits as well because they will reduce 
your meat consumption which will reduce your 
impacts on the environment and the animals. Every 
little bit helps. 

You can also buy from local farmers who treat 
their animals well, choose ethically caught fish, and 
buy eggs produced by hens that get an opportunity 
to run around and scratch the ground. There are 
many alternatives. One of the best is to become a 
vegetarian. 

PETER LONEY 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, whether 
critical or complimentary. Send your opinion by mail 
(Vue Weekly, 10303 - 108 Street, Edmonton AB 
T5J 117), by fax (780.426.2889) or by email (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is given to feed- 
back about articles in Vue Weekly. We reserve the 
right to edit for length and clarity. 


CONGRATS, OMAR! 


Regular Vue contributor Omar Mouallem was the sec- 
ond-place winner in the features category of the 2008 
Sex-Positive Journalism Awards for his article “Let's 
talk about sects,” from last year's annual sex issue. 
Omar joins writers from such publications as the New 
York Times Magazine, Village Voice and the 
Washington Post at the podium. Check out all the 
winners at sexies.org. 
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Health risks from radiation make nuclear power an unsafe option 


WELL, WELL 


CONNIE HOWARD 
health@vueweekly.com 


HEALTH 


Although those in the industry have 
recently been pulling out all the stops to 
convince us otherwise, nuclear power 
makes little economic or environmental 
sense, and even less health sense. Can 
you tell I've been reading nuclear guru Dr 
Helen Caldicott? 

The politicians drafting energy bills are 
of course both bought and informed by 
industry representatives, and though it ts 
advertised and presented as green and 
safe, that isn’t likely how the almost 
10 000 thyroid cancer victims of Cher- 
noby! would describe it 

Nor is “safe” exactly how residents of 
Port Hope Ontario would choose to 
describe the industry, Pat McNamara says 
the radioactive waste contaminating their 


THE BEST SELECTION OF = 


air, water and soil has resulted in four 
times the expected numbers of brain can- 
cers in children, twice the provincial rate of 
female brain cancers and five times the 
provincial numbers of nasal cancers. Radon 
tests that found kindergarten classrooms to 
have 125 times the permissible levels of 
radon are what turned him into-a 
researcher and anti-nuclear activist, and 
|'m guessing that even an industry insider 


would experience some kind of fundamen- 
tal change of outlook in the face of those 
realities for his or her family. 

Then there are moms living near leaky 
waste sites giving birth to babies with 
birth defects, uranium miners living with 
leukemia, lung and bone cancers and 
countless victims of the Gulf Wars, both 
of which have in essence been nuclear 
wars. (Depleted uranium weapons burst 
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into flame on impact and then disinte- 
grate into radioactive mist with a half-life 
of 4.5 billion years.) 

The thing is that all radiation is cumula- 
tive, and all radiation has the power to 
mutate our genetic code. Spent fuel rods, 
which if exposed to air for more than a few 
hours combust and spew highly toxic 
radioactive isotopes into the atmosphere, 
are “hot” for 10 000 years. Other nuclear 
waste, for which we have yet to figure out 
a safe and long-term solution, seeps into 
our water and soil, where it becomes part 
of the food chain, some of which will live 
on for the rest of time. 

How is that a risk anyone would agree 
to in their back yard? But then, | don't 
suppose those arguing in favour of 
nuclear power very often have to deal 
with it in their back yards. It tends to end 
up in the back yards of other, less power- 
ful groups of people in the Northwest Ter- 
ritories, northern Saskatchewan or 
northern Ontario. 


oy BCS 


ae 


ASIDE FROM THE FACT that nobody wants 
it in their own backyard, nuclear power 
holds very little potential to combat climate 
change. Caldicot point out that even hun- 
dreds of new nuclear plants and elimina- 
tion of all fossil source forms of energy 
would achieve only a fraction of the carbon 
reductions we need to stabilize atmospher- 
i¢ CO, that high-grade uranium supplies 
are very limited and that there is a point at 
which uranium grades become so low that 
the energy cost is greater than the energy 
yielded by the reactor. All of which will ulti- 
mately leave us having to harness renew- 
able energy sources anyhow. 

Tapping just 20 per cent of the world’s 
wind energy alone could provide all our 
electricity needs according to researchers 
Christina Archer and Mark Jacobson of 
Stanford University. So why not harness 
renewable energy sooner rather than 
later, and stop the devastating health 
repercussions that nuclear power always 
leaves in its wake? 

Or we could keep listening to the 
wrong people, just like we have on other 
health fronts, and see how long it takes 
to tire of our toxic and illness-riddled 
existence. Plutonium, one of the 200 
radioactive materials that comprise 
nuclear waste, wasn’t named after the 
Greek god of hell for no reason—just 
the tiniest and most microscopic expo- 
sure causes lung cancer, bone cancer, 
leukemia, liver cancer and birth defects, 
and it remains radioactive for 500 000 
years. All of which is good business for 
Pharma of course, at least until they run 
out of new drug options. w 
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Walt Conference in Pray, 
ana earlier this year, it was partic- 
y dismaying to learn that literally 
r the gray wolf was de-listed 
‘ Endangered Species Act 
hun ‘ers in Wyoming had already 
erous wolves, 

mn the US Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
announced that the recovery pro- 
“gram for the gray wolf population in the 
_ Northern Rockies was “complete,” the 
Sear to manage gray wolves in the 
Northern Rockies was transferred from 
the federal government to state wildlife 
agencies in Wyoming, Idaho and Mon- 
tana. The de-listing has thrown open a 
dark door for states in the region to 
apply their preferred old school “big 
“game” approach to managing wolves; 
the trophy-hunting-as-legitimate-man- 
agement-tool stance essentially serves 
to mask a thinly veiled, irrational fear 
and loathing of these predators. 

Hearing about the struggles at the 
wolf conference regarding the often des- 
perate attempts in the lower 48 to save 
certain populations such as the Mexican 
wolf from extinction and the uphill battle 
combating the disproportionate influence 
of special interests in the ranching indus- 
try, our delegation couldn't help but con- 
trast the status of wolves in Canada's two 
westernmost provinces with that of their 
brethren in the contiguous US. 

Should we feel fortunate that we 
have wolf populations that are in rela- 
tively far better shape than those in the 
lower 48? Yes, but with some significant 
qualifications. Alberta and BC have 
none of the legislative mechanisms in 
place the US has to protect species and 
their habitat. Both provinces have virtu- 
ally no prohibitions on the trophy hunt- 
ing of wolves and in fact regularly 
encourages the recreational killing of 
wolves. Demonized and scapegoated for 
the decline of everything from marmots 
to mountain caribou, it is official govern- 
ment policy to cull, sterilize and other- 
wise persecute these animals. 

This persecution is often carried out 
for the purpose of managing ungulates, 
which is designed to increase trophy 
hunting opportunities. Witness the cur- 
rent controversy surrounding the Alberta 
government's proposed “experiment” to 
Control wolves (by capture, euthanasia 
and sterilization) along the central east 
slopes of the province, in order to, in 
great part, bolster elk numbers for 
humans to trophy hunt. 

As pee by Cathy Ellis in a Mar 6, 

2008 Calgary Herald article, internation- 

scat large carnivore expert Dr 

ul enerss s this experiment has 
ith g | se} 


nan 


] science or ecol- 
ctive and morally rep- 


iets le." Paquet believes the — 


on ¢ could also prove 
ngerous to the long-term 


in n the region. 


‘populations in Alberta 


3 it better to be a wolf in Canada? 


matters is a lack of infor- 


‘Community. Thai 
1S not necessarily the opinion of the organizations 
they represent or of Vie Wankiy. 


explains: “Assessing wolf population size 
and trends is difficult because there is no 
consistent method used to estimate den- 
sity and monitor population changes in 
various habitat types or time of year to 
which the estimate applies. Alberta's den- 
sity and population estimate of 4200 
wolves is extrapolated from six wolf stud- 
ies conducted there. The BC estimate of 
8000 wolves was determined by aerial 
Censuses conducted in the northeastern 
part of the province, ground counts on 
Vancouver Island, trapper questionnaires, 
public information and range expansions. 
Province-wide population trends are 
determined in the same irregular manner.” 

In many areas of Alberta and BC 
where wolves live, the habitat of their 
prey continues to be degraded by log- 
ging and other industrial activity, which 
has a cascading negative impact on the 
wolf population; a perfect example of 
this is Vancouver Island. 

The BC Ministry of Environment 
(MoE) estimates that 150 wolves 
remain—a 50 per cent drop from 20 
years ago. Black-tailed deer are the pri- 
mary prey of the island's wolf popula- 
tion, but according to MoE the deer 
population has dropped from 200 000 to 
about 55 000 in last two decades, 

Black-tailed deer need old growth 
forests, but out of 91 primary water- 
sheds over 5000 hectares only six are 
left intact on the island. Not one water- 
shed on eastern Vancouver Island 
femains intact or is protected. Seventy- 
five per cent of the Island's productive 
ancient forests have been logged. 


SO WHY ARE Alberta and BC, at least 
from a province-wide perspective, in a 
comparatively more advantageous situa- 
tion when it comes to wolves when con- 
trasted with their neighbors to the 
south? It certainly isn’t due to any 
enlightened provincial government poli- 
cy. Nor is it due to any advanced laws or 


regulations, particularly given the 


absence of substantive legislation to 
protect species in Alberta and BC. The 
conclusion one inevitably comes to is 
that we have been spared simply 
because of the favorable ratio of people 
to land mass. In other words, the wild 
country in Alberta and BC is big enough 


that our relatively moderate human pop- 
ulation hasn't been able to despoil it all 
or hunt down all the wolves (yet). 

Albertans and British Columbians 
should not be lured into one-dimension- 
al, artificial and strictly numerical argu- 
ments about how many wolves should 
be allowed to be killed for “sport” or 
“management.” BC-based conservation 
biologist and wolf researcher Dr Chris 
Darimont has written that “wolves have 
complex social traits ... they are keenly 
sensitive and caring animals and are 
known to mourn for extended periods 
when a group member is killed. Hunting 
of wolves by humans likely has severe 
ecological effects that are difficult for 
scientists to study and may take genera- 
tions to become evident.” 

A Raincoast Conservation report on 
wolves authored by Darimont and Paquet 
points out that “the provincial govern- 
ment allows an annual limit of three 
wolves to be killed for sport by resident 
hunters. There is no limit for wolves 
killed on guided hunts, nor is there a kill 
limit for trappers. Adults. and pups can be 
legally killed. Wolves are granted immu- 
nity from hunting during only part of their 
reproductive period. When wolves with 
dependent young are killed, the transfer 
of information between generations is 
disrupted. This may ultimately be the 
same as killing the pups directly.” 

There is a consensus among scientists 
that top predators serve an important role 
in the ecosystem, and their removal often 
has negative consequences for the 
ecosystem. The removal of a large pro- 
portion (more than 20 per cent) of individ- 
uals from a population with a low 
effective breeding size can lead to severe 
reductions in genetic variability. 

Maybe one day Albertans’ and British 
Columbians’ generosity of spirit and will- 
ingness to peacefully coexist with the 
wolf will evolve to be as expansive as the 
physical landscape of both provinces. But 
if the current level of intolerance toward 
these iconic large carnivores continues 
unabated, then just look south to take a 
peek into the possible future for canis 
lupus in the Canadian far west. w 


Chris Genovali is the executive director 
of Raincoast Conservation. 


MDC cutting their 
losses in Zimbabwe 
without a Plan B 
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There is no Plan B. Morgan Tsvangirai 
was right to withdraw from the run-off 
presidential “election” in Zimbabwe on 
Jun 22, because there's no point in get- 
ting people killed when there's no hope 
of a fair vote, but he has no more cards 
to play. South Africa is not going to 
intervene, nor is the Southern African 
Development Community, nor the 
African Union nor the United Nations 

Another million despairing Zimbab- 
weans will probably flee to South Africa, 
but there is not going to be a revolution 
in Zimbabwe, either. The people have no 
weapons, half the working-age popula- 
tion lives abroad and the “security 
forces” are vigilant, well-armed and bru- 
tal. Violence has triumphed; President 
Robert Mugabe has won. 

Thousands of Tsvangirai’s supporters 
have been kidnapped and tortured by 
Mugabe's thugs since the campaign 
started, and 86 have been murdered 
already. Many more would have suffered 
the same fate if the election had gone 
ahead, and it would all have been for 
nothing. Mugabe was determined not to 
let the opposition win, regardless of 
what the voters did. 

“Only God can remove me,” Mugabe 
said recently, vowing never to give up the 
gains of the liberation war because of a 
mere X on a ballot paper. He claims that 
the main opposition party is part of a plot 
by the British government, Zimbabwe's 
former colonial ruler, to re-impose white 
rule on the country. 

Whether this is genuine paranoia or 
merely low cunning, it lets the 84-year- 
old president justify the reign of terror 
he has unleashed against opposition 
supporters since he lost the first round 
of the election to Tsvangirai by claiming 
that it is “a second liberation war.” In 
wars, you can kill people who oppose 
you, and you are not obliged to count the 
enemy's votes. 

A lot of polling agents for the opposi- 
tion Movement for Democratic Change 
have already been killed, and thousands 
have been driven from their homes in 
order to break the MDC’s organization in 
tural areas. Mugabe's strategy was 
clearly going to succeed: either he 
would win a majority of the votes 
because enough MDC supporters had 
been terrorized into staying home, or 
else he would rig the count later on. 

He didn’t win the count the first time, 
in late March, because he foolishly 
allowed local vote tallies to be posted 
up at the polling stations, not realizing 
that opposition activists would photo- 
graph them. Whatever the real vote 
count was, Mugabe's tame Zimbabwe 
Election Commission was unable to 
massage the outcome enough to give 
him a first-round victory. Most of the 


local voting totals were too well docu- 
mented. 

After a month’s delay, the ZEC 
released results showing Tsvangirai with 
about 48 per cent of the vote to 
Mugabe's 43 per cent. That was enough 
to force a second round of voting, since 
a candidate had to get more than 50 per 
cent of the vote in the first round to 
avoid a run-off, but it was a huge humili- 
ation for the liberation war hero who 
has ruled Zimbabwe since independence 
in 1980 


HE RICHLY DESERVED IT. Mugabe has 
misgoverned Zimbabwe so badly that 
this once-prosperous country now has 
two million per cent inflation, and one- 
quarter of the population have fled to 
South Africa to find work and send 
money home to their families. Zimbab- 
weans now die, on average, ata 
younger age than any other nationality 
in the world 

The ruling Zanu-PF elite presumably 
knows these statistics, but they cannot 
afford to care. If they lose power, they 
lose everything, for almost all their 
wealth was stolen and they have killed 
too many people. They would kill many 
more to keep it. 

So Morgan Tsvangirai had to decide 
how many more lives he wanted to sac- 
rifice in order to force Mugabe to steal 
the election openly. But how would that 
discredit Mugabe any more than the 
crimes he is committing right now? And 
what good does it do to “discredit” him? 

Mugabe is a tyrant and the people 
who run his government and army are 
brazen thieves, but there will be no 
effective intervention in Zimbabwe from 
outside. The only African leader who has 
enough clout to do that is South Africa's 
President Thabo Mbeki, but his goal is to 
usher his old friend Robert Mugabe into 
an honourable retirement while keeping 
Zanu-PF in power. Until Zimbabweans 
can give him that, they will be left to rot 

Zimbabweans are on their own, as they 
always really were. Tsvangirai and the 
MOC have belatedly realized that there is 
no point in hoping that justice will pre- 
vail—but they have probably not yet 
thought beyond that. Basildon Peta, the 
head of the Zimbabwean Union of Jour- 
nalists, certainly has. This is what he 
wrote after Tsvangirai announced his deci- 
sion. 

“| hope it won't be another long round 
of Thabo Mbeki’s timid mediation while 
Zimbabwe continues burning. The MDC 
must now do what it should do to rid 
Zimbabwe of this shameless criminal. 
The opposition party knows what that is, 
though | can't print it here.” 

Well, | can. It is revolution in the 
streets. But that is almost certainly not 
going to happen. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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Week three: predictable, strange and surprising 
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By the time you read this, the semis will 
have been played, and the Euro 2008 
Championship final, Matchday 19, on 
Sunday, might also have already been 
determined. But there was plenty to see 
in the quarter-finals, those four games 
summing up the predictable, strange and 
surprising of the tournament so far. 


DRAWN AND QUARTERED it was Portu- 
gal who took a cue from their neighbours, 
pulled a Spain, and crashed out in the 
quarter-finals. There were high expecta- 
tions for Scolari’s team, especially after 
their strong round-robin matches, but 
they never looked into the match against 
Germany. There was something listless 
about their midfield, too relaxed—per- 
haps it was a general team aura of over- 
confidence, as one disappointed fan said 
to me at the Portuguese back-room bar 
where | watched the game. 

Germany's first came with Autobahn 
speed: two give-and-gos down the left 
side to spring Podolski before he whipped 
it across for Schweinsteiger to slide 
home. But it was the aerial game that 
shredded Portugal and sent them packing. 

Up until the quarters, there'd been few 
dead-ball goals, but the Germans kicked off 
a run of header goals from free kicks. Por- 
tugal’s failure to tightly man-mark the taller 
Germans in the box led to Klose’s goal just 


minutes after the first, then Ballack’s head- 
er (helped by his push on Ferreira) to seal it 
in the second half. The German victory was 
one of those matches at Euro determined 
by a few beautifully taken chances, swiftly 
and ruthlessly executed. 


TURKISH DELIGHT Turkey's been the sub- 
plot of Euro 2008 because it seems to 
have stolen all the other squads’ miracles 
for themselves. After coming back 
against Switzerland, then getting to the 
playoffs with three goals in 14 minutes 
versus the Czech Republic, they managed 
to outstrip those triumphs and their fans’ 
most desperate hopes with a once-in-a- 
lifetime equalizer against Croatia. 

The otherwise middling, muddling 
affair saw few chances for either side. 
After back-up Rustu made a tremendous 
top-shelf save on a free kick by Srna, he 
looked like the fall guy when, with only a 
minute left in regulation extra time, he 
went out after a ball only to be beaten to 
it by Luka Modric, who turned, crossed it 
back in, and Klasnic jostled the ball past 
the hapless keeper. 

But even as Croatian fans were still cel- 
ebrating, a minute into injury time, ina 
tournament where it seems like Turkey 
cannot possibly be beaten by the clock— 
90 minutes, 120' + 2, or Father Time him- 
self—the aging keeper booted the ball into 
the opposition box, it fell for Sentih Senturk 
like a Christmas present dropping down 
from the chimney, and he lashed it top 
shelf. Croatia then messed up two shots 
while Turkey calmly potted all of theirs. 
Surely, though, with their bench decimated 


by injuries and suspensions, Turkey can't fly 
any further against Germany ... 


RUSSIANS STEPPE ON DUTCH The South 
Korea of Euro 2008, Russia's a hard work- 
ing, young, unintimidated team, as shown 
in their upset of the Oranje. Russia was 
speedy, led by awesome Arshavin in mid- 
field, and they defended in numbers. The 
Dutchmen were hardly flying—tike Portu- 
gal, they lacked spark. Russia's only flaws 
seem to be a slight problem with finish- 
ing—they should have put the Nether- 
lands away in regulation time—and 
serious defensive problems in the air: 
every free kick lofted in against them 
looked like a certain goal for Holland. 


SPANISH FLY The Spain-Italy game, like 
the Russia-Netherlands match before it, 
revealed the best lesson of this Euro—a 
constant effort to score is reaping 
rewards. Italy, which usually squeaks 
through after defending, defending, 
defending and making the best of one or 
two chances, couldn't get it past Casillas 
and an iron-clad Spanish defence. The 
Spaniards’ constant efforts to drive for- 
ward, use the wings, probe the Azzuri 
backfield for weaknesses, and try to get 
Torres and Villa through on long balls— 
well, it didn't reap the ultimate reward in 
regulation. But they were the stronger side 
in the penalty kicks, only getting stopped 
once to win 4-2 in the shootout, and so 
they snapped their string of losses to Italy, 
dating back to 1920. They also made sure 
that Germany is the only traditional power- 
house left in the tournament. w 
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INCI roundtrip airfare and your first 
2 nights central 3-star accom with breakfast. 


\DD London hop-on hop-off pass from $39. 


Frankfurt 4-Star From 
: S$ roundtrip airfare and your first 
2 nights 4-star accom. ) Rhine Valley 
cruise & wine tasting from $128. 
D Germany Rail Pass from $194. 


Paris 3.5-Star FROM 9 

IN IDES roundtrip airfare, first 2 nights 

\DD 2-day 
3-day 


3-star accom and breakfast daily. 
Le Paris Visite pass from $46. 
Eurail France Pass from $205. __ 


Rome 3-Star FROM DEA w 
INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, arrival transfer, 
your first 3 nights 3-star accom with daily 
breakfast, a Monuments of Rome tour anda 
Rome by Night tour. 


1 Mill ‘Woods line. In addi- 

ial government began 

r their finances, leaving less 

for the cities to provide services 

S public transportation. It wasn’t 

d 2001, when the city began 
2iv ¢ money from both the provin- 

and federal governments, that 


Despite the delays, Sohi hopes that 
ifler the connection from downtown 
NAIT is completed the next focus 
be on Mill Woods. 


IN THE MEANTIME, min woods resi- 
dents who want to avoid the high 
_ price of gas and parking will have to 
settle for the current bus system. 

“{ don’t find [bus service to Mill 
Woods] bad. | don’t have any issues 
with it,” says one woman before run- 
ning off upon seeing her bus arrive. 

“There are a lot of buses that go to 
Mill Woods,” says Aujla. “It’s not that 
bad.” 

"Not bad” is a recurring comment 
when discussing bus service to south- 
east Edmonton, and when and to 
where in Mill Woods one is headed 
seems to make all the difference. 

“(Maybe bus service to Mill Woods] 
can be extended just a little bit, say, 
up to 6 pm because just after five, fre- 
quency goes down,” suggests Eli. 

Meanwhile, Paredes, who gets off 
work at Bonnie Doon Mall at 9 pm, 
wants service extended even further— 
past 9 pm, with peak hour service to 


accommodate others who get off 
work around the same time. 


As a former ETS employee who. 


continues to take public transporta- 
tion to get around, Sohi agrees with 
what the commuters, but only to an 
extent. 

“Peak hour service is fine in a way. 
[It’s] not ideal service but it meets the 
needs. But when you look at having a 
transit system that can be attractive 
for people to leave their vehicle at 
home and hop on the bus—we don’t 
have that system yet. 

“In Mill Woods, our system is one of 
the lowest,” Sohi continues with a dry 
chuckle. “It takes too much time—in 


any part of Mill Woods—to go to the 
University or to West Edmonton Mall or 
to downtown. My commute time is 
about 50 minutes from my home but | 
can get in my car and get to work in 25 
minutes.” 

Sohi sympathizes with Mill Woods 
residents who take the bus in the 
evenings or weekends and who find 
service limited and inefficient. In addi- 
tion, he believes that service to the 
southeast industrial areas by Roper 
Road and further towards the north 
on 50th Street could be better served. 

“If you need to go to 76 Avenue and 
44 Street in the industrial area, you 
have to go to [Mill Woods] Town Cen- 


20 to 50% off 


selected spring and summer merchandise 


FRONT 


tre first, then to Bonnie Doon, and 
then take the bus from Bonnie Doon 
to come further east, so it doesn’t 
make any sense if you live in The 
Meadows,” notes Sohi. “You might be 
able to get there faster by walking 
than [by riding] the bus!” 


CUTTING DOWN on unnecessary 


detours is being addressed by a new 
growth strategy which is looking into 
running some bus routes on a grid sys- 
tem, This means that increased bus 
service might begin to operate along 
throughfares such as 50th Street. Sohi 
adds that the installation of priority sig- 
nals and designated bus lanes for 


routes like the 8, which travels 
between Mill Woods Town Centre and 
Abbottsfield, are being considered to 
alleviate lengthy travel times. Another 
consideration is being made to add a 
new transit centre in The Meadows by 
i7th Street and the Whitemud to allow 
residents in the area to travel directly 
northwest to downtown rather than 
having to take an off-course detour 
west to Millgate Transit Centre be 
hand like they currently do 

“At this time, we don’t have an 
meaningful express bus service any. 
where. The 71 is supposed to be an 
express bus but from Mill\ 
Downtown it's only five minutes 
faster than the 8, so that’s not an 
express bus,” Sohi laughs. 

The Ward 6 councillor points out 
that the absence of an LRT line to Mill 
Woods coupled with a rapidly ng 
population has led to the all 
familiar scenario of over-relian 
private vehicles. In Mill Wood 
dependence has led to incr 
crowding on major streets su 
34th Street and 50th Street 

“That congestion will continu 
grow if we don't have a meaningful 
transit system,” predicts Sohi. “If 
{expedition of the Mill Woods expan- 
sion] doesn’t happen after the NAIT 
line is complete, then [Councillor 
David Thiele and {] will continue to 
pressure 

"There is some disillusion from 
people living in Mill Woods who were 
promised the LRT in the 1970s 
they're still being—I don’t want to u 
the word ‘shortchanged’—kept from 
having promises fulfilled.” w 
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The worst game ever created @[% 
[es 


NANT LES 


Didn't get a lot of videogaming done this 
weekend—dlidn't expect to. This weekend 
of the sunshiny solstice was to be dedicat- 
ed to returning to North Country Fair, dig- 
ging some music, partying with the ol” 
knuckleheads and coming up to speed on 
the year's developments in the nascent 
sport of Scrotoss, the game of tossing a 
double-lobed ball sack with sticks (see 
scrotoss.org for ancient background). 
What ended up happening was | got to 
experience one of the most terrifying “actual 
reality” games ever devised. It's called Van 
Breakdown, part survival-adventure, part 
white-knuckle skill game. It starts with your 
fuel pump giving out somewhere in North- 
em Alberta; this is the adventure part. Using 
only your wits and the limited resources at 
your disposal (a cell phone with two minutes 
of battery life !eft, a hopefully charming 
demeanour), you must interact with various 
non-player characters as together you poke 
at the engine, kick at the gas tank, fiddle 
with hoses and try to get ‘er started; all 
while attempting to uncover the secret of 
getting you and your friends’ pile of gear to 
the Fair site five km away. 
Eventually—and the specifics differ 
according to the choices you made during 
Adventure Mode—all dialogue trees 
arrive at one point: she'll need to get to a 
garage. At this point the “Call Your 
Uncle” menu option opens. Click it and he 
arrives with a tow chain, hooks it up to 
some solid piece of your van's chassis ... 
and the game shifts into Tow Mode 
What an adrenaline rush! Getting 
hauled down the highway at up to 80 
clicks in the rain, your half-dead battery 
barely able to push the wipers across the 
windshield, no power steering or brakes, 
at the end of a short piece of steel chain 
There's no instruction manual, no tutorial, 
and no margin for error given you're about 
six feet (with sluggish brakes) away from a 
high-speed rear-end collision should your 
uncle stop suddenly. The only “hint” the 


game gives you is a single cryptic instruc- 
tion: "When we get to the tumoff to Kinu- 
s0, you're going to have to be my brakes.” 


IF YOU MANAGE to pass that critical chal- 
lenge, standing on the brakes with just 
enough force at just the right time so your 
uncle's Yukon doesn't roll and throw you 
both into the path of the oncoming logging 
trucks, good work! Now you get to enjoy 
Kinuso Mode. This is a sandbox-style go- 
anywhere adventure along the lines of 
Grand Theft Auto IV, except with a tiny lit- 
tle Northern Alberta town in the middle of 
a Native reservation instead of a simulat- 
ed New York City—more trucks, fewer 
Russian mobsters (I think). 

The time you have to enjoy Kinuso Mode 
is dependent on a number of seemingly ran- 
dom factors: when does the mechanic 
open? Where is the part you need? Who 
will go get it? When can they §o get it? 
When can your van get on the hoist? While 
you wait, wander the town and take in the 
sights: the tavem, the grain elevator they're 
trying to save, the frightening whitecaps of 
Lesser Slave Lake, the grocery store where 
the posted list of banned patrons comprises 
two big sheets of cardboard crowded with 
Sharpied names. 

If you choose to stick to your uncle's 
double-wide {in case the mechanic calls), 
there are a few exciting minigames avail- 
able. These include favourites like Soli- 
taire: Analog Edition and Make Friends 
With a Cat, along with exciting new 
diversions such as quiz game How Many 
Quads Drive By in an Hour? and that cere- 
bral game of self-bluffing, Pretend to 
Work on Your Novel. 

Alternately, players can choose to 
enjoy the in-game satellite TV, and while 
away the endgame hours scanning the 
onscreen listings for anything containing 
the word “star”: Star Trek; Star Trek: 
Enterprise; Star Trek: All the Other Star 
Treks, Stargate: SG-1; Stargate: Atlantis; 
Battlestar Galactica ... either that or Relic 
Hunter, available 24 hours a day. 

Eventually you'll reach the final stage, 
where the mechanic presents you with 
your personalized “score sheet.” Congrat- 
ulations! w 


1402 Bow Valley Trail 
Canmore, Alberta T1W 1N5 
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THE REAL PARTY ISN’T IN THE CLUB. 
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FASTEST CROWING. 
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) FF See dealer for details. SRIDE | 


STUDENT PROG RAM“ 


VISIT YOUR ALBERTA CHRYSLER, JEEP,, DODGE DEALER OR DODGE.CA 


Wise customers read the fine print: A, , These limited time offers apply to retail deliveries for personal use only on new 2008 models. At participating dealers only. Price includes freight ($1,250 for 
Caliber) and excludes license, Insurance, registration, any dealer administration fees, up to $75 PPSA and applicable taxes. Dealer order / trade may be necessary. @ Starting 

FINANCING PROVIDED BY from price of $17,245 applies to Caliber SE (23A). MSRP for Caliber SRT4 (28S) model shown is $24,995, & My Ride student program is offered on most new and unused 2007 

2008 and 2009 vehicles. Dodge Challenger is Ineligible for offer. $500 will be deducted from the negotiated purchase/lease price after taxes. Program ends June 30th 2008. Visit 
your Dodge dealer for complete detalls and conditions. (x) Based on 2007 Canadian sales and market share growth. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Canada Inc. 
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The Last Tuesday 


Voted Eimonton's best African restaurant 
9920-82 Ave 432-3334 


langanoskies.com 


Fabulous Dining. . . 


Capitals Restaurant Relaxed dining for break- 
fast, lunch and dinner. Enjoy Canadian cuisine, 
inspired by "AAA" Alberta beef and other local 


The Sutton Ph Hote nites 


10235 - 101 Street 
Fdmonton, Alberta T$J 3E9 
780.428.7191 * Fax 780.941 3098 
info_edmonton@)suttonplace com 


Central Park Lounge Relax in the lush and open 
garden atrium by our Grand Fireplace. Enjoy a 
classic martini or sample a glass of one of our 
vintage wines. Experience our “Chocoholic Buffet” 
every Thursday and Friday evening. 


Reservations 1.866.378.8866 
4 Wew sultanplace.com 
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Unassuming Doan’s gives 
a lesson in Vietnamese 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 


. any different restaurants 
have etched a spot in my 
rapidly aging brain, all for 


different reasons. Some have been 
amazingly good while others have 
been horrifically bad. One is encum- 
bered by impossible stairs and anoth- 


er with the waitress from hell. There's © 


the one that serves-up perfect pasta 
and another that has totally funky 
décor. And then there's the restaurant 
where my first (and last) sip of the 
dreaded garlic beer took place. 

Doan’s Vietnamese Restaurant 
has now joined that continuously 
growing list, but not because of any- 
thing they did. It was more what | did, 
or, to be more precise, didn’t do. | can 
just imagine our petite waitress, eyes 
peeking through a small crack in the 
kitchen door, tittering away merrily at 
our utter lack of knowledge. I'm sure 
we provided her with priceless 
moments of enjoyment, and that’s okay 
by me. I'm past getting overly embar- 
rassed by my frequent mess-ups. I do 
kind of wish that my “ah-ha” moment 
had struck a bit earlier though. 

It was just past 8 pm on a lovely 
Thursday evening when my husband 
and I decided that we should satisfy 
our rather hungry stomachs. We ended 
up amidst the mass of strip malls on 
Calgary Trail, just south of Whyte Ave, 
and wove our way through the maze 
to Doan’s, tucked in quietly behind 


THURSDAYS 


MOLSON WING NIGHT 
SO) CENT WHGS, 3.50 MOLSON DRAFT 6-10PHH 


LADIES MARTINI NIGHT 
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SUM THU (11 AM - 10 PM) 
FAL-SAT (11 AM - 11 PM) 


DOAN'S VIETNAMESE 


RESTAURANT: 
Tag 104 ST, 780.494 48 


Save-On Foods. Pulling yp out front, 
we realized that a whole section of the 
parking lot, the one we were currently 
in, was reserved for the police station 
next door. Not wanting or needing a 
ticket, we drove a few extra feet and 
parked in a safer spot. But be fore- 
warned—tead the signs. 

Doan’s, although locally owned, 
has two locations, the other being 
downtown on 107 St, just north of 
Jasper Ave. I can’t comment on the 


downtown location, but the south 
side one felt a bit odd. The interior 
was nice enough and more upscale 
than a lot of the ethnic eateries that | 
have frequented, but it seemed to be 
lacking much in the way of character. 
A big central aisle broke the rectangu- 
lar room into two sections and there 
was a combination of booths and 
tables scattered throughout. A few 
large floral displays tried unsuccess- 
fully to break up all the greens and 
browns that dominated the room. 
Soft, elevator-type music was play- 
ing in the background and the few 
tables that were occupied seemed 
quiet and subdued. I guess I missed the 
chaos and commotion that I have 
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Pure Indulgence ends with a new list of must-tries 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com 


osemary-orange braised bison 
short ribs. Wild mushroom- 
2 le soup with basil-infused 


sour cream. Welcome to “a Canadian 
epic of food and wine”: Indulgence. 

For six years, culinarians and 
oenophiles of all stripes have flocked 
to the local Slow Food convivium’s 
annual festival. My wife and 1 wan- 
dered in to the seventh annual event 
at the Delta Edmonton South on a 
warm Monday evening. 

It was undoubtedly popular: the 
lobby was packed. The clientele ranged 
from twentysomethings in denim to the 
far more prevalent fortysomethings in 
casual and business wear. With each 
$50 ticket, they were supporting Junior 
League programs such as Kids on the 
Block and the Emergency Shelter for 
Women. We joined the sold-out 400- 
plus crowd to file into the cavernous 
ballroom. 

A lively jazz quintet in tuxedos held 
one end of the room and enormous 
food and drink stations claimed a signif- 
icant amount of the floor space. I took a 
wine glass and plate clip (essential at 
stand-and-devour functions), then 
leafed through my “passport.” The ele- 
gantly designed booklet held luscious 
descriptions of each dish offered that 
evening, along with the local food sup- 
plier, restaurant responsible for prepar- 
ing the delicacy,and a thoughtful pairing 
from a Canadian winery. As the crowd 
flowed past me, I realized | had to start 
moving if I wanted to stuff myself 
before line-ups became a problem. 

My first stop was at the table of 
Calmar’s Bricco Ristorante, which had 
joined with Ariana’s.Farm Fresh Fowl 
of Leduc to create prosciutto and 
melon, Alberta style. The tart berry 
burst on top of the honeydew sweet- 
ened the turkey ham and dry slice of 
crostini. I gratefully accepted a splash 
of sharpish Cedar Creek Gewurz- 
traminer to wet my whistle. 

We moved on to Leva’s table, 
where Blake and Jennifer MacKay 
were pressing a Sunworks marinated 


500 DIFFERENT 
BRANDS OF BEER! 
Just a part of why 
we're Edmonton s 


TORE 


2008 LIQUOR 
OF THE YEAR. 


Wine Tasting . 
every Wednesday 
Weel 4tilSpm 


® INDULGENCE 


chicken mix into grilled apricot 
halves. Delicate herbs simply accent- 
ed the tiny, cool cubes of tender fowl. 
Its sweet apricot base was tamed 
enough not to overwhelm the combi- 
nation, and the result was terrific. 

“We're involved with Original Fare, 
and it’s our mandate to come out and 
do things that promote local food 
consciousness,” explained Blake. 
Indulgence is a great chance to show- 
case an unusual idea from a local 
venue. Blake can work with one of 
their local suppliers—the pairing isn't 
random—to produce an item that 
showcases them both. “We use prod- 
uct from Sunworks every day in the 
café,” he added. 

I listened carefully to options from 
Mt Boucherie’s vineyards in the 
Okanagan and nodded to accept their 
sweet white Gerwurztraminer, which 
complimented the fruity Leva dish. 

That's when | saw it. 


IL PORTICO has gained a reputation 
downtown as the place to go. The 
restaurant is deservedly busy enough, 
but their chefs teamed up with Car- 
men Creek's bison short ribs to steal 
the show at Indulgence. 

Small plates of tender, dark meat 
parted like cake under my determined 
fork. The aroma of rosemary and cit- 
Tus was heavenly. I barely noticed the 
rep from Golden Mile Cellars, who 
offered me a Zinfandel that would go 
on to enhance the deep, dark reso- 
nance of the sweetened rib meat. | 
stood blissfully unaware of the crowd 
as I chowed down. 

I nursed the Zin in order to keep 
the bison’s flavours on my palate for 
as long as possible, which lasted 
exactly as long as the line up for Soul 
Soup’s Mo Na mushroom soup cre- 


isi 4 JASPE! 


FREE PARKING & BEHIND sult BUILDING 


ation. Souper Carla Alexander herself 
applied a dollop of basil-enhanced 
sour cream to each small bow! of 
organic-coloured broth. 

1 savoured a few delicious tastes of 
the chipotle-spiced vegetarian soup 
and felt my body temperature start to 
spike. It took my breath away and 
certainly stood out among the milder 
offerings at other tables. My wife, who 
had been exploring on her own, came 
back to report that liquid nitrogen was 
being used to cool something dessert- 
like at the Devlins table. 

An ebullient host from the Whyte 
Ave martini bar was serving up Fair- 
winds Farm goat cheese ice cream 
under a red beet compote. It was an 
unexpected combination of flavours 
“Too much like a thyme tuile cone full 
of sour cream," | muttered. My wife 
disagreed, transfixed. | immediately 
turned to Wild Tangerine’s sweet 
rhubarb donuts under Lola Canola 
honey, which were warm and deli- 
cious, if a little greasy. 

My wife found her favourite dish 
next, in the form of Café de Ville’s 
SeanAnam rabbit three ways. (She 
insisted that it wasn’t because the 
very cute chef was checking her out.) 
As I sampled the dish, I had to agree. 
The chef was cute, but the three dish- 
es were outstanding! 

The rabbit ravioli with sweet potato 
under white chocolate was first to go, 
followed by pulled rabbit in phyllo 
dough for a dark, intense spanakopita- 
like experience. I didn’t expect much of 
the thinly-sliced sandwich after that, 
but it turned out to be the best of the 
three. It sailed across my tastebuds on 
the wings of tomato and spice. I sin- 
cerely—if a little unsteadily—thanked 
Henry of Pelham for the cool, crisp, 
unoaked Chardonnay they offered. 


| STOPPED AT en Sante, a celebrated 


organic fruit winery from Brosseau, 
north of Vegreville. Tonia Chrapko 
asked if I wanted to try something dif- 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 

become accustomed to. | also missed 
the smell of food. Incense seemed to 
be wafting throughout the large room 
and my stomach began to protest that 
it wasn't that hungry after all. 


DECIDING NOT TO GIVE UP basea upon 
a quick first impression, we were 
quickly seated at a table near the 
center of the room. The tables are 
laid out in such a way that one long 
bench stretches out, kind of like a 
circle, and there are tables and 
chairs in front of it. | was on the 
bench, my husband on a chair 
across from me, and people we did- 
n‘t know on the same bench just 
beyond our reach. It was almost like 
they were eating with us, but 
weren't. Just not very private I guess. 

Enough about the room. We were 
there to eat. We opened the lengthy 
menus, bypassed the pickled lime 
drink and ordered two beers, a Beck’s 
and Tsingtao ($4.75 each), before 
studying our options more closely. 
With 106 choices, it was no easy task, 
but we eventually decided on a half 
order of Spring Rolls ($3.35), some 
Grilled Chicken ($13.95), Stir Fried 
Prawns with Vegetables ($9.95), and 
Pan Fried Mixed Vegetables with Black 
Bean Sauce ($12.95). 

Our waitress had started depositing 
multiple platters of food on a large 
table close to us and the appealing 
smell of a busy kitchen finally pushed 
aside the flowery incense. Glimpses of 
various dishes that were quickly dis- 
appearing looked promising, and my 
appetite quickly returned. 

A couple of groups that had 
straggled in after us, obviously reg- 
ulars, ordered without even open- 
ing the menu and were already 
devouring their food. 

Before I had a chance to get too 
envious, a small plate of spring rolls 
made its way to our table, followed 
quickly by the Grilled Chicken, a pack- 
age of rice paper wrappers, a couple of 
sharp knives and two small dishes of 
sauce. While I chewed on the blister- 
ingly hot spring roll, | contemplated 
the platter of grilled chicken. Mounds 
of vermicelli noodles, bean sprouts, 
and matchstick carrots were nestled 
on a few lettuce leaves. Slices of crisp 
cucumber rested on top and glistening, 
slightly charred pieces of chicken dom- 


inated one side. It looked so impres- 
sive that | abandoned my spring roll, 
good but meatier than most, and 
decided to tackle the chicken. 

In my haste | failed to notice the huge 
bowl of steaming water that had been 
placed off to the side of our table. | 
grabbed a hard, crispy, unbendable rice 
paper wrapper and generously loaded it 
up with bean sprouts, carrots, noodles, 
and chicken. The problem surfaced 
when I couldn't quite figure out how to 
“wrap” my creation. After a couple of 
tries, a few choice words and finally, a 
shattered disaster, I noticed the bowl of 
steaming water and my brain finally 
started to kick in. The whole production 
must have been quite amusing. 

Another wrapper, a quick soak in 
the water, an effortless wrap, a dip in 
the sauce, and finally, success. The 
slightly sweet chicken was juicy and 
tender and worked beautifully with 
the contrasting texture of the crunchy 
veggies. | liked deciding how much of 
everything I wanted. 


WE HAD AMPLE TIME to figure out the 
chicken before the other dishes 
arrived. Timing seemed sporadic but 
that was a good thing—they came out 
right after they were prepared, fresh 
and piping hot. 

The veggies appeared next and 
were a vibrant mixture of broccoli, 
cauliflower, baby corn, mushrooms 
and carrots. All were fresh and still 
retained the slight crispness that veg- 
gies need to have. The black bean 
sauce was thick and hearty and 
soaked into everything nicely. 

When the shrimp arrived, | still had 
a bit of room left, but not much. 
Again, the accompanying veggies 
were perfectly cooked, and so was the 
tender shrimp. The sauce, although 
thick and plentiful, didn’t seem to 
have much flavour, especially after 
the assertive black bean sauce. 

As the waitress packed our leftovers 
into little white Styrofoam containers, | 
thought I detected a slight smile when 
she asked if we wanted to take the rice 
paper wrappers with us as well. 

The evening proved that first 
impressions aren't always accurate. 
Not only did we indulge in a few 
laughs and some good food, especial- 
ly the veggies, we also became slight- 
ly more educated, always a good 
thing. Doan’‘s will always have a spot 
on my memorable restaurant list and 
I'll probably always have a spot on 
their crazy customer one. ¥ 


INDULGENCE 
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ferent, and I watched her half-fill my 
glass with Green Envy. The tight, tart 
flavour was a surprise, but it grew on 
me immediately. The alfalfa wine deliv- 
ered a solid hit of flowers and lime, but 
kept a woody base. It was invigorating, 
and would make a killer aperitif. 

The crowd—and the lines—grew. 
We made our way through a Who's 
Who of Edmonton's culinary scene 
and Canada’s finest wineries. We 
finally decided to make a break for it 
after applauding a Northlands chef 
who used a handheld torch to sear 
mild haloumi cheese over succulent 
Belle Valley alpaca. On our way out, 


we passed a long line of silent auction 
prizes, with proceeds also going to 
the Junior League. I jotted my name 
down on a couple and followed my 
sozzled bride out the door. 

Indulgence is simply that: an evening 
of pure indulgence with some of the 
best food and drink in Canada. At any 
other food festival, | might have spent a 
little less than $50 but I wouldn't have 
eaten nearly as much and would have 
had to bring my own hip flask. Indul- 
gence is a great event for a great cause, 
and inexpensive for the value. 

You will walk out of Indulgence 
with the following: a list of must-try 
restaurants, a list of must-try local 
suppliers and a list of wine labels to 
seek on your next trip to the liquor 
store. Not bad for a Monday. w 
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Into the aged casks 


<2 /NICE LEGS 


JAMES LYLE 
= nicelegs@vueweekly.com 


| have a plan. I'm very excited about seek- 
ing out a bottle of wine from the vintage in 
which my children were born. Why? So, 
when each turns 18, we can open the bot- 
tle of richly evolved wine and enjoy all the 
nuances and intricacies. | can't wait to find 
something unique from these years. 

My next thought is more of a question. 
What were you doing in the fall of 1974? | 
was a precocious little two-year-old run- 
ning around being a pain the ass to both 
my parents and my older sister-—or at 
least that's what my parents tell me, since 
| don't remember much. I’m sure | was 
more angel than they give me credit for. 

Anyway, how do the two of these 
thoughts meld: well, | was offered a bottle 
of a recently released 1974 Marchesi de’ 
Frescobaldi Montesodi di Nipozzano 
Chianti Rufina ($180). The winery was so 
excited about showing off the aging 
potential of their wine, they stored some 
and have now decided to release it. | 
thought it the best opportunity, without 
taking out a second mortgage, to imagine 
my parents putting aside a bottle for me. 
So | was excited about the prospects. 


WHEN | OPENED the bottle, | found the 


cork showed almost no evidence of age in 


the bottle. So presumably, the wine maker 
left the wine in the barrels for going on a 
a third of a century and finally decided to 
bottle it. | found this a little unfortunate, 
as they claim this is the wine to taste to 
determine the ageing potential of the 
Chianti, but it provides little support for 
how it will do in the bottle for 30 years. 

When | first poured it, it showed a light 
cherry hue and emitted very nice fruit that 
opened up rather quickly. | found the 
flavours rather tart on first sample but 
over time | found it lightened well— 
though | also found it a bit surprising that 
a wine of its age needed a couple hours of 
air time to fully express itself. It has good 
fruit with hints of licorice, black cherry and 
leather, and | found it flowed very well 
through the evolution of the taste but gave 
up a bit early at the back. 

My excitement proved reasonably 
accurate. But—and this is a big but—the 
value in aged wines is purchasing them 
for a more reasonable price in their youth 
and taking a chance on their improvement 
over time. This was a wonderful wine to 
try, but when I'm ready to have another 
Chianti, I'll be reaching for Marchesi’s 
newly released Chiantis. They're nice 
wines for roughly $20 a bottle, which is 
certainly a little more palatable price. And 
with a little luck and a lot of patience, they 
just might age into something that ends 
up being worth the higher price tag, which 
would make them a steal of a deal, no 
matter who you end up drinking it with. w 
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WINE ALL YOU WANT 
Just in time for Canada Day, deVine 
Wines is getting set to host their 
annual Canadian Wine Festival. Fea- 
turing wines from across our home 
and native land, deVine will be offer- 
ing up winery samples from 4 pm - 7 
pm on Fri, Jun 27 and then again from 
11 am - 4 pm on Sat, Jun 28. Admis- 
sion is free, though be sure to bring a 
donation for the Zebra Child Protec- 
tion Centre. Also be sure to check out 
Vue Weeklys coverage of the Canadi- 
an Wine Festival in next week’s issue, 
On the off chance your tastes don’t 
lend themselves towards wine within 
our borders, due to popular demand, 
deVine will also be holding a second 
session of the New Zealand portion of 
their World Wine Basics programme. 
All the Kiwi grapes you can drink will 
be on hand next Thu, Jul 3 at 7 pm. 
For more info, visit devinewines.ca. 


WANNA DISH? 

Have a taste for food writing? Dying 
to delve into the delicious secrets of 
Edmonton? Dish is looking for contrib- 
utors. The ideal candidates will have a 
passion for and a knowledge of a 
diverse array of cuisines, and also be 
eager to explore a variety of food- 
related issues, from talking to local 
producers and chefs to examining the 
global reach of the dinner plate. If this 
sounds like you, you should contact 
Dish Editor David Berry at dish@vue- 
weekly.com. Please include “Writing 
for Dish” in the subject line. 


FOOD NEWS! 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culi- 
nary events in Edmonton. Have an 
event our city’s gourmands should 
know about? Just e-mail dish@vue- 
weekly.com 


FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 


SECiOOG, 


wed nesday 


Dive into Sucde eve rn Wed nchthes 
night for the most delicious selection 
of seafood dishes this side of the atlantic 


Steamed Viussels S9 


Sauteed Prawns S9 
with ginger garlic and honey 


Salmon Skewers S10 


with fennel vinaigrette 


Pan Seared Scallops S9 


with wasabi mayo 


Wild Salmon 


with a basil pesto crust 


S12 


Call 182-0707 for reservations suede 
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Is it worth it? Let me Works it: art fest disappoints the critics 


“MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE 


marychrista@vueweekly.com 


T= isn’t specific to The Works 
Art & Design Festival, but 
generally I'm not a festival gal 
dislike sun, rain and the outdoors, I'ma 
terrible navigator and manager of time, 
so I get overwhelmed and lost in the 
tent cities and squares. I complain 
about the price of festival food, the flat- 
ness of festival beer, the crappiness of 
festival sound, the bovine milling of 
festival crowds. 

Mostly, though, I have reservations 
about the place festivals have in the 
life of a city. Perhaps if there were a 
stronger sense of general ambient arts 
support in Edmonton, | wouldn’t be 
leery of slathering on the fest-sauce 
and sunscreen and enjoying it, but I 
can’t shake the feeling that there’s an 
element of tokenism, the whole “if we 
take the family out to the Fringe/The 
Works/Street Performers Festival we 
don’t have to see any more 
theatre/art/weird stilt-walking clowns 
for the rest of this year” kind of thing. 
Defining ourselves as a festival city 
seems the ultimate cop-out for actually 


doing the work to build a cultural envi- _ 


ronment that doesn’t depend on face- 
painting booths and novelty snacks 
and good weather. (This isn’t a specific 
critique of The Works, which does an 
admirable job of supporting the arts 
community year-round through regular 
exhibition programming and educa- 
tional, outreach and administrative 
programs that truly make a difference 
in the fabric of the arts and general 
community.) 

My only specific bone to pick with 
The Works is with the advertising I’ve 
seen over the past four years I’ve 
lived here, which compounds my dis- 
comfort with festivals by apparently 
being a hanging apology for having to 
shill for ART. The posters bend over 
backwards apologizing for the very 
core of the fest and what it purports 
to celebrate under the guise of simul- 
taneously declaring itself inoffensive 
and important, wreathing itself in 
adjectives so people aren't threatened 


ar's “mother-in-law equals 
” and “disillusioned teen" stuff is 
galling in its absolute banality and 
assumpti ns: sexist, ageist and pro- 
founc ert -family and mean-spirit- 
ed. A contem| rary art festival should 
not be’ the for sentiments usual- 
ly found in the lamest Andy Capp 
comicstrips. = 
“Which: a shame, because there are 
always solid shows at The Works. It’s 
not easy trying to appeal to an incredi- 
bly wide swath of the public, and it 


may simply be time to stop pandering — 


to people only coming for the face- 
painting and snacks. Great cultural 


e inherent ambiguity of artwork. 


UNTILWE, UL? 
THE WORKS ART & 


DESIGN FESTIVAL 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
UISITTHEWORKSAB,CA FOR MORE NFO 
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institutions don’t happen by embracing 
the most modest of ambitions and 
broadest of reach, but by focus and 
intensity. Why not make the festival 
more penetrating? Why not make the 


assumption art deserves a place in the 


cultural landscape? Next year, why not 


__ jettison the self-conscious tags and let 


the work stand on its own in the 
advertising without labelling it? 
But enough grousing—on to my 


" favourites. They include: 


Karen Dugas’ The Trapeze at 
SNAP, digital prints which I haven't 
stopped thinking about since seeing 
them last week. 

Edmund Haakonson’s playful, well- 
endowed mythological creatures in 
The Original Party Animal (tent). 
There’s something subversive about 
Haakonson’s sly eroticism in a culture 


where our bodies are for the pleasure 
of others or billboards for goods and 
services. His witty classicism cele- 
brates nature itself and the idea our 
physicality can be a sensual delight 
for ourselves alone. The sterility of the 
tent’s unfortunate, though—these 
free-spirited beings call out for a more 
magical setting. 

Curator Shawn Pinchbeck’s North 
of Latvia—an Estonian Perspective 
through the eyes of the Estonian 
Media Artists Union. Smart multi- 
media pieces, ranging from an alpha- 
bet book of advertising porn toa 
photobooth that translates your image 
into video game-ish sound. (Hint: visit 
in between main stage bands so you 
can hear.) 

Stephanie Jonsson’s Malleable 
Revelations at Hotel Macdonald are 
evocative ceramic and fabric con- 
structions. 

Nick Rudnicki’s Dead of Night at 
Sutton Place Hotel, lush photos of 
“sleeping” spaces. 

Some Skulls and Robot at the 
ARTery. Forceful work by some of our 


best young artists in an adventurous 
venue that deserves more attention. 

Everything at the AGA. They have a 
series of incredible First Nations 
shows up at the moment. 

A new print of Fantastic Planet 
playing at Metro Theatre. I haven't 
seen the film in years, but it's an eye- 
popping and touching piece of anima- 
tion that’s quite loopy and 
spectacular. 

Out of the way, but worth it: 
Against The Grain at the U of A's 
Telus Centre features Japanese 
woodblock prints from their Print 
Collection (one of the city’s best cul- 
tural assets). These are gorgeous 
and just a thrill to look at. While 
you're on campus, head to FAB 
Gallery to see good work by two 
recent MFA grads. 

As always, the bands The Works 
programmed are really wonderful. 

One last asset The Works can be 
very, very proud of: its volunteers and 
workers, who are unfailing and gra- 
cious ambassadors for the art in their 
care. 


AMY FUNG 


amy@vueweekly.com 


itting downtown starting 
Thursday night, all day Friday, 
parts of Saturday and briefly 


on Sunday, my experience of The 
Works Art & Design Festival once 
again fizzles and splits after the first 
weekend. As the premiere festival in 
showcasing “international” art and 
design in Edmonton, I am conti 
saddened and perplexed as to hc 
continue to tolerate mediocrity. 
big plastic tents, exhibitions | 
production value and works that 
belong more on a fridge than a wall 
I'm at a loss as to where our value of 
art actually sits. 

I'll state off the bat that my favourite 
experience of the weekend was an 
exhibition in direct contrast and com- 
pletely separate from the festival. Art 
and Life in the McLeod Building 
which was perhaps what the festival 
once used to be—at least in theory- 
taking an empty street front space, 
ishing it up and filling it with 
challenging, quality art that has both a 
local connection and a global reach 
Sculptures from Catherine Burgess, 
Sandra Bromley and Zimbabwean 
stone works from the Mark Kumleben 
Collection were aided by the grandiosi- 
ty of the space, and its sheer rawness 
and elegance was so simultaneously 
uplifting and frustrating that it left me 
to wonder what The Works was about 
anymore. As an ideal example of 
bringing a spark of art to downtown 
life, the glow left by Art and Life already 
outlasts anything | have ever experi- 
enced from the Works. 

Starting on Thursday, Harcourt 
House’s members show kicked off my 
journey by easing in with the festival's 
“art around town” exhibits. With a BBQ 
in full swing at Harcourt, a rooftop 
patio party at Latitude 53 and a party 
crowd gathering at the ARTery, it was a 
good feeling to see diversity coexisting 
But formally, the work at Harcourt was 
considerably more amateur this year 
and this was a point of discussion 
brought up to me as | stepped into the 
ARTery later that night, which is organ- 
ically becoming the best (non)-artist- 
run centre in the city. 

On Friday, the first stop was at Lati- 
tude 53 to go through Judy Cheung’s 
Mind of a City step by step. Cute, and 
preoccupying, the result was, however 
not worth the effort: Continuing on, | 
had to stop at the McLeod Building 
again to show the space to Gerry Mori- 
ta, Artistic Director of Mile Zero Dance 
and my art friend for the day. Crossing 
the river to see the shows at FAB 
Gallery and to see the Japanese 
woodblock prints at the Telus Centre, 
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Sticking it to Kiefer: Varteniuk, Mostly 
Water use LDP to send up pop culture 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com . 

bout halfway through /’m 
Az With Kiefer, Sam 

Varteniuk’s send-up of B-list 
celebs, the drag versions of Martin 
Sheen and Donald Sutherland begin 
discussing the play they've just fin- 
ished rehearsing, Sheen’s exploration 
of Han and Luke's lone night on Hoth, 
Forbidden Tauntaun. Worried that his 
play is too pop-culture driven, and 
that people will fail to take it serious- 
ly, Sheen is comforted by Suther- 
land's crazed-savant advice: “it's not 
just a parody, it’s a real exploration of 
The Empire Strikes Back. ... They'll 
take it as seriously as we do.” 

That exchange about sums up 
both the play-and Varteniuk’s 
humour in general (the latter of 
which is most often on display with 
Mostly Water Theatre, whose core 
and associates Varteniuk has called 
on here): streaked with pop cultural 
references, Varteniuk thrives on 
playing absurd situations like they 
were the most natural thing in the 
world, such as having two Holly- 
wood icons earnestly debate the 
artistic merits of Star Wars slash fic- 
tion and conversely turning the nat- 
ural into something ridiculous, such 
as telling a basic morality story 
through the eyes of an almost-for- 
gotten bit of pop cultural ephemera. 

In particular, Varteniuk examines 
the choices facing Lou Diamond 
Phillips (Dave DeGagné) on the set 
of the Brat Pack Western Young 
Guns. The deeper moral choice here 
comes in the form of competing 
script offers from the Estevez/Sheen 
clan, represented by thick-headed 
fratbully Emilio (Trent Wilkie) and 
earneast but beleaugered Charlie 
(Matt Stanton), and Kiefer Suther- 
land (Craig Buchert), a well-inten- 
tioned charmer who nevertheless 
employs some questionable tactics 
in helping Lou figure his life out. Will 


UNTIL SUN, JUN 25 (6 PM) 


I'M STICKING WITH KIEFER 
WRITEN RECTED BY SAMVARTENIUK 
STARRING DAVE DEGANGE TRENT WILE 
CHANG BUCHER, MAT STANTON 

POL THEATRE TRANSALIA ARTS BARNS 
(0330-04 AE) $15-S1B 


the earnest, eager Lou go with Men 
at Work, Emilio’s lowest-common- 
denominator script about garbage- 
men who don’t care about nuthin’, 
or Kiefer’s more challenging Rene- 
gades, which demands Lou play into 
his quickly developing Native Ameri- 
can/Mexican stereotype? 


OBVIOUSLY HERE, Lou's choice is 
largely a Macguffin designed to let 
the Mostly Water gang goof around 
for a good hour and a half in charac- 
ter. Not really so much caricatures 
as broadly drawn sketches taped to 
somewhat-recognizable names. This 
fact isn't to the play’s detriment 
though: removed for the most part 
from any responsibility to reality— 
save a few slightly tweaked biogra- 
phical facts—the group can mostly 
just play, occasionally dipping in to 
parody when needed, but more often 
content to go for pure funny. 
Varteniuk once told me in an 
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interview that the key to sketch 
comedy was making sure at least a 
third of it was funny—you could 
have more if you liked, but so long 
as audiences were laughing 33 per 
cent of the time, they’d forget the 
boring bits after the show—and for 
the most part I’m Sticking With Kiefer 
follows that kind of formula. A 
decent amount of the scripts gags 
actually miss the mark—a scene 
where Emilio and Charlie act out 
part of Men at Work is really nothing 
more than a piss-take at a piss-poor 
film, and.Donald Sutherland is 
played far too wacky—but even if 
they aren’t outnumbered by the fun- 
nier parts, they're certainly over- 
shadowed. Kiefer's bellowing 
justification for repeatedly sleeping 
with Lou’s wives, for instance, plays 
perfectly off their established char- 
acters, while even more subtle 
touches, like interspersing the story 
with bits from Bon Jovi’s “Blaze of 
Glory” (the theme song for Young 
Guns II, if you didn’t know) also 
strike a chord. 

In the end, Varteniuk's penchant 
for the seriously absurd wins more 
than it loses, and turns what could 
have been easy parody into silly but 
polished fun. vw 
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Trading Stages makes 
for some tasty morsels 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 


mmm ... a theatrical buffet. 
The platter of four one-act 
plays currently up for con- 


sumption at the Walterdale's Trad- 
ing Stages is a mostly satisfying 
collection of shows, with two of four 
shows being presented each evening 
(the script of a new playwright men- 
tored by an established voice, plus a 
script from said mentor). 

Up first on evening number one 
(well, Jun 25 and 27) is Taylor Chad- 
wick’s Up Shit Creek, a satirical peek 
in on the film industry's kill-art-to- 
maximize-profit tendencies, seen 
through the relationship of writer 
Bart (Hal Cook) and his friend 
William (William K Banfield), son of a 
controlling studio big-wig. 

They're on a cabin retreat to 
perfect a script about 9/11, and 
there’s some great ideas present 
that keep the narrative from 
weighing too heavily on constant 
bickering: using hand puppets and 
masks to leap into entertaining 
interpretations of the in-produc- 
tion movie’s moments are great, 
even though the dead-air transi- 
tions that hang between each 
switch are lengthy. Cook and Ban- 
field could inject a bit more energy 
into their regular characters, but 
were engaging enough to make 
this slice of satire interesting. 

Bless You, Billy Wilder takes a very 
different, dramatic glance at the same 
industry: reclusive Emil (Michael 
Beamish), looking for an artist to write 
title cards for his silent film restora- 
tion, hires and befriends new-to-the- 
city-life Patience (Kassia Haynes), who 
begins to share his passion for classic 
films. The set, adorned with fantastic 
little touches like onstage movie pro- 
jections and an ever-increasing num- 
ber of post-it notes, is perfect for the 
pajama clad Beamish’s spot-on gawky 
mannerisms. 
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> | TRADING STAGES 

oe | WORKS BY TAYLOR CHADWICK, DAVID BELKE, 
NATHAN COPPENS, TREVOR SCHMIDT 
rane PLAYHOUSE (10322 - 83 AVE}, 


NIGHT TWO STARTS with a bit of a 
stutter: Cellar Doors, Secret Gar- 
dens (which plays on Jun 26 and 
Jun 28), seems a little over-eager 
to make a statement about some- 
thing ... anything: bisexuality, 
death and religion all get their 
stage-time within the show's brief, 
40-minute run. It happens through 
the monologues and interactions 
of two brothers: one’s dying in a 
hospital bed, and the other’s deal- 
ing with his own sexuality. Neither 
of them really get a chance to fig- 
ure it out, outside of bringing it up 
in a monologue or two; if play- 
wright Nathan Coppens were to 
pick one or two themes to focus 
on and cut away the excess, he 
might have something here. But as 
it is, it felt incomplete. 

Trevor Schmidt’s Mockingbird 
Close, however, is the tightly writ- 
ten, well-explored highlight of both 
evenings. Like a Grimm fairy tale 
set in middle-class suburbia, it 
spins a dark, poetic tale of Iris and 
Hank’s routine suburban life gone 
horribly awry after their child dis- 
appears. Performers Jeremy Thom- 
son and Tiana Leonty nail their 
multiple-personality performances, 
switching from creepy neighbour to 
lonely, horny neighbour and back. 
Schmidt has an uncanny knack for 
giving each brief little character 
snippet unexpected depth, too, 
making every encounter much 
more gripping. It’s the best show in 
the two night collection, and one of 
the most gripping one acts I’ve 
ever seen. W 
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Free Bard: Freewill Shakespeare plays the park for its 20th year 


MATTHEW HALLIDAY / matthew@vueweekly.com 
PJ hese last few weeks of rainy 

weather must have Annette 

Loiselle casting a wary eye to 
the clouds. The longtime artistic 
associate, performer and founding 
member of the Freewill Players is 
hoping for clear skies when the cur- 
tain opens on the 20th annual 
Freewill Shakespeare Festival in 
Hawrelak Park this week. Not that 
stormy skies don’t present their own 
possibilities. 

“Weather's always been a problem 
for us, but it’s exhilarating too,” 
Loiselle say. “There's a certain energy 
and level of performance you have to 
come up to if you're to meet the big- 
ness that you find outdoors. Whether 
it’s a rainstorm or a super-hot sunny 
day or blowing wind, it can always be 
incorporated into the play, and Shake- 
speare’s plays especially all involve 
the elements in some way.” 

Indeed they do. Think of the mad 
Lear turned out into a violent storm in 
King Lear, or the pastoral, Edenic 
world of As You Like It (which, along 
with Richard III, is one of the two 
plays being staged at this year’s festi- 
val, with Loiselle in the role of Ros- 
alind). Yes, there are plenty worse 
things than a dramatic downpour or 
well-timed outburst of nature’s bluster 
during a climactic scene. 

“It gives you a lot to work with you 
can't get in a theatre,” says Loiselle. “I 
mean, we've had years when we've 
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had to hold the show, because with 
rain and especially wind, it eventually 
gets so loud you can’t hear anything. 
We've held it for 20 or 30 minutes, 
and the audience waits while we get 
on stage and start squeegee-ing water 
off of everything, but it’s just part of 
the adventure, like at Folk Fest when 


it rains and people start having mud 
fights. And then we start the play and 
pick up where we left off, it’s like, 
“Wow, this is great!’” 

Ugly weather aside, Loiselle can’t 
recall many low points from the festi- 
val’s past 20 years, which has seen it 
grow from a small annual gathering of 
Shakespeare enthusiasts to one of the 
highlights of Edmonton’s sometimes 
overcrowded festival season. This year 
marks not only the fest’s 20th anniver- 
sary, but also the first time since 1997 
it will be called the Freewill Shake- 
speare Festival (it began as Freewill in 
1989, then became the River City 


Shakespeare Festival in 1998, and this 
year was re-christened again to bring it 
full-circle with its roots). 


ASK LOISELLE for her favourite memo- 


ries and you'll hear no end of anec- 
dotes—though a few in particular 
stand out. 

“1993 was amazing. It was our fifth 
anniversary, and we were really start- 
ing to figure out how to use this space 
and the park and all of that. We had 
some of our first really big crowds 
that year. It was magic, we did A Mid- 
summer Night's Dream, and it’s really 
made for a group of young actors 


Which we really were, back then.” 

This year’s quota of youthfulness 
will be filled by a few new faces 
including 24 year-old U of A drama 
student Samantha Duff. 

“I came up last year to see this festi- 
val and saw Two Gentlemen of Verona 
and A Winter's Tale, and quite a few of 
this year’s performers were in those 
Duff says. “It was neat to watch them 
last year from the audience, and this 
year to actually work with them 
actually, it’s amazing to just be with 
them in the rehearsal process, and 
learning so much from people outside 
of a school setting. I just feel extremely 
fortunate that the festival is able to 
bring in people who are just starting 
out. It can be really really hard to get 

into the community right out of scho 
So giving us a chance like this festival 
does is fantastic.” 

It's also part of the Freewill Players 
mandate, of course. Part and parcel 
with this year’s re-branding was a 
desire to draw a new audience— 
including a younger demographic. 

“One of our big goals this year is to 
reach out to more people,” says 
Loiselle. “We've become sort of com- 
fortable, reaching the same people 
year after year, and we know there are 
more people out there. There are peo- 
ple who go to Fringe or Folk Fest or 
Street Performers who don’t take us in 
So trying to reach a wider audience is 
about us thinking what can we take 
with us into the next 20 years.” v 
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Eclecticism is the strength of Feats 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry @vueweekly.com 
he annual Feats Festival of 

Dance is one of Edmonton's 

most eclectic dance festivals, 
but this year, promises director, 
Bobbi Westman, the event includes 
the widest mix of dance styles ever 
offered at Feats—which probably 
makes it the most diverse dance fes- 
tival to ever hit Edmonton. 

“We're looking at dance in as 
many mediums as possible and to 
showcase dance and its diversity in 
Edmonton and Alberta,” she says. 
“This year we wanted dance artists 
who could come together and trans- 
form the city. We looked at a lot of 
partnering with organizations that 
we could work and celebrate with.” 

Keeping that in mind, Westman, 
along with the Alberta Dance 
Alliance, has brought together about 
400 dancers from in and around 
Western Canada to present some 
stunning, creative performances. 

The activity began last weekend 
when a group of local performers 
from Synergy Improv warmed up the 
audience for Varscona Theatre’s 
Improvaganza. They performed 
Spontaneous Existences While Waiting 
in Line, for—well, the people waiting 
in line. If you weren’t there, the 
troupe will be back again this week- 
end with its unpredictable show 
They'll also perform a show based 
on food for the regulars at the 
Strathcona Farmer's Market on Sat- 
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urday afternoon. 

Synergy’s free performances are 
outdoors on the pavement in the 
centre of the lively Strathcona area, 
but further east is a free show 
amidst Borden Park's flowers and 
greenery. Edmonton's Raga Mala 
society celebrates its 25th anniver- 
sary with a picnic, flower ceremony 
and classical Indian dance by Cal- 
gary's Shivani Thakkar. 


FURTHER WEST, in Fort Edmonton 
Park on Canada Day, Westman is 
thrilled to show some historical 
dance she's been working on with 
the people there, who have been 
reconstructing historical dances 
from the mid-1800s to the early 
1900s. 

"The Fort Edmonton Park's 
researchers are brilliant—I mean 
they have so much history,” says 
Westman of the collaboration. 
“We've been looking at cultural 
groups that helped build Edmonton 
and Fort Edmonton Park—French 
Canadians, Metis, Aboriginal, Ameri- 
can, British and other European 
groups.” 

Westman explains that the way 


these cultures and their dances have 
developed are closely linked, so 
researchers are trying to answer 
questions about their evolutions. 

“What would these people have 
done in the past in their leisure time, 
if there was any?” Westman asks. 
“How would they have celebrated? 
Would it have been ritualistic or 
purely a social pastime?” 

But recreating historical dance isn't 
an easy task, since dances were 
passed on from teacher to student, 
and each generation embellished and 
changed the dances. Keeping records 
of those changes was almost impos- 
sible back then. But now, as more 
contemporary dance forms evolve, 
the changes can easily be traced 
through video and dance notation. 

Of course, Feats also has plenty of 
offerings in more contemporary 
styles. This year, Edmonton’s annual 
Hip Hop for Hope makes its debut at 
Feats, featuring professional hip hop 
crews rallying together to try and 
raise more than $30 000 for the 
Stollery Children’s Hospital. 

A few other festival offerings will 
include hip hop competitions, main- 
stage shows, a cabaret, and work- 
shops. 

“It’s a fun little festival. The goal is 
to bring the dance community 
together and give dancers a chance 
to perform and be challenged,” says 
Westman. “We're really small, but 
we offer quality and excellence.” w 
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Sterling silver suits 
Citadel’s Vimy just fine. 


DAVID BERRY / davi¢@vueweekly.com 
he Citadel Theatre went into 
the trenches of World War | for 
their sole locally written pre- 
miere of the year, and they came up 
sterling because of it. Vimy, the WWI 
drama written by Governor General 
award winner Vern Thiessen, took 
home four of the seven Elizabeth 
Sterling Haynes Awards it was 
nominated for, including two of the 
biggest prizes, Outstanding Produc- 
tion and Outstanding Director for 
James MacDonald. 

Despite the accolades, Thiessen 
himself lost out in the Outstanding 
New Play category, which went to 
Collin Doyle for his caustic family 
drama The Mighty Carlins. Joining 
Doyle was veteran actor John Wright, 
who took home the Outstanding Actor 
prize for his fire-breathing portrayal of 
the alcoholic Carlin patriarch. 

Those two categories aside, the 
Citadel did quite well for itself, also 
picking up two acting awards, Liisa 
Repo-Martell’s turn in their produc- 
tion of J, Claudia nabbing Outstand- 
ing Actress and Tom Wood's haunted 
turn in Shining City picking up Ous- 
tanding Supporting Actor. Twilla 
Macleod’s chilling, determined per- 
formance in Orange Flower Water 
nabbed her the female version of the 
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same award. The Outstanding Inde- 
pendent Production award went to 
Amber Borostik’s Dammitdance The- 
atre for their dance-theatre hybrid 
Scythe, which also picked up a Ster- 
ling for Outstanding Choreography 
or Fight Direction. 


ON THE FRINGE SIDE of things, Smoke 
‘Em If You Got ‘Ems A Poster of the Cos- 
mos counted as the most-lauded, with 
both Andy Northrup and Melissa Thin- 
gelstad scoring the acting Sterlings for 
their roles. Trouble in Little Italy’s 
Cuckoos took home the big one for 
Oustanding Fringe Production, while 
NLT artistic director Trevor Schmidt 
nabbed the award for Outstanding 
Direction for his work on Irmengarde 
Presents’ production of The World's 
Wife. Rounding out the Fringe awards, 
Chris Craddock picked up the Sterling 
for Outstanding Fringe New Work for 
his junk-culture takedown Poptart!. 
For a complete list of nominees 
and winners, check out the Sterlings’ 
website, sterlingawards.ab.ca. v 
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VOLUNTEERS! 


HANK YOULL 


FOR MAKING PRIDE WEEK ANOTHER HUGE SUCCESS! 
Congrats to this year’s Award winners! 
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is derused eine ot 
d ‘hours, and the poor misuse of 
pace would be the defining lesson of 
the day, challenged only by the lesson 

on how poor | quality of sound ruins an 


ce. 

Asolo jaunt back downtown across 
the bridge and through the legislature 
grounds, I came up onto jasper Ave to 
be stopped dead in my tracks by one 
"of The Works artists, furious over the 
presentation of her work and strug- 
gling to decide whether to pull the 
work or not. Wishing her the best of 
luck, | soon found the excellent prints 
at Manulife Place that were unfortu- 
nately washed out against the granite 
walls; the large abstract paintings in 
Scotia Place that left me indifferent; 
Lylian Klimek’s sculptural interven- 
tions inside the Bank of Montreal that 
made me smile and look suspicious; 
the exhibitions upstairs and down- 
stairs at the Milner library that left me 
wondering if the festival is just actual- 

' ly community art on steroids; and a 
stroll through the square, through the 
tarped rooms of art and over to City 
Hall to see and touch the bird tubes 
outside and the panels of stellar build- 
ings inside. Seeing the work en route 
through downtown isn’t too bad, but 
if {had come specifically to see any of 
the exhibitions | would have been 
severely disappointed. Later that 
evening, after the AGA opening, we 
headed to SNAP, catching the tail end 
of Karen Trask and Kyla Fischer's 
opening, which was worth crossing 
Churchill Square for. 

Saturday night I attended the under- 
attended The Works Opening Night 
Party. The first band, Jane Vain and 
the Dark Matter, was actually pretty 
good, but the sparse, restless crowd 
mostly stood outside in the gravel 
parking lot for the majority of the 
evening. Looking around the room| 
after Terrence Houle’s performance of - 
“I'll See you Again,” the room was only 
thinly lined with AGA staff and guests, 

' Works crew and volunteers and the 
performers themselves. Feeeling noth- 
ing, I left before the Djs started. 

And as I write this on a very rainy 
Sunday afternoon after listening to 
talks by Estonian new media artists 
curated by Shawn Pinchbeck, a talk 
that touched upon their social and 
civic conditions through media inter- 
ventions as contemporary artists, this . 
festival's unmannered array of works | i gow 
and unqualified water theme trickle } . 


ee | THURSDAY, JULY 3" 
in hope and simply horrified at how 
our public art festival has slid into a r) 
mishmash of disconnected lobby art. w 
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Shouldn’t we be taking this seriously? 


E | PRAIRIE ARTSTERS 


AMY FUNG 
amy@vueweekly.com 


After the last round of open studios for 
“Making Artistic Inquiry Visible" down in 
the Banff Centre for the Arts, the lot 
headed over to the nearby pub for burg- 
ers and beers and fractured conversa- 
tions. Familiar talks circled the residency 
thus far, stories from the last time some 
of us saw each other and how some of 
us know each other. The conversation 
sparked over when the state, or non- 
state, of Canada’s art world ignited. Peter 
Hobbs, one of the resident artists work- 
ing on exposing the queerness of the 
Rockies, stated flat out that Canada had 
no active art world and proposed the 
challenge of naming 200 contemporary 


Canadian artists. Hobbs, who splits his 
time between Canada and the United 
States, may have been flippant in his 
rhetorical challenge, but it was certainly 
taken on by a handful of us. With the 
team of Robin Lambert, Anthea Black, 
Nicole Burisch, Jennifer Bowes, Lucy 
Pullen and myself, and without our 
dependency on taptops and the internet 
readily handy, pen and paper appeared, 
and names started flying across the 
table. Criteria had to be living Canadian 
artists known nationally, if not interna- 
tionally. Going from region to region, dis- 
cipline to discipline, we rattled off people 
we knew, knew of, saw, wrote about, 
wished we could write about, exhibited 
alongside and anyone else at the fore- 
front of our mental libraries 

Taking on the challenge because it did- 
n't seem that hard, the group quickly 


a 


withered down to just a few of us still 
squeezing out names and repeatedly ask- 
ing “Did we put down Attila Richard 
Lukacs yet?” Hobbs smirked on, his point 
readily made, as we ended up with 160 
names spelled poorly and phonetically. 
Okay, so how can an art world exist in a 
country where its artists aren't even 
known across its borders, whether due to 
regional isolation or to our lack of gump- 
tion in furthering ourselves beyond our 
own community circles. An artist known 
for his low brow camp aesthetic, Hobbs 
approaches his work with serious inten- 
tions. Eloquent and intelligent, he can talk 
about his work while maintaining both 
the integrity and humour in his work. The 
off-the-cuff challenge he proposed 
revealed some very serious subtexts that 
would appear again the next night. 


COMING BACK for “Art Fight” confirmed 
some underlying assumptions about 
Edmonton's emerging arts community. 
Not taking itself seriously at all, the 
evening itself was dismal: poorly organ- 
ized, with injuries, locked keys, stubbed 
toes, fatigue and not even artist com- 
pensation for the 12 hours spent leading 
up to the fight. The most interesting part 
of the whole thing occurred afterwards, 
as the judges argued amongst them- 
selves and grievances were aired online 
for further discussion. Many thought the 
judges, primarily myself and Todd 
Janes, Executive Director of Latitude 53, 
were too serious in our approach. In 
turn, | felt the event was disrespectful in 
its nonchalance and consequently whiny 
in being confronted with critique. Mak- 
ing work, exhibiting it and being able to 
qualify and contextualize it, whether for 
a small audience or for an international 
audience, is how an artistic community 
develops into an art world. 

We can only hold up the size and 
location of Edmonton as our excuse for 
only so long, as sooner or later, we'll 
have to start taking ourselves seriously 
before anyone else does. w 


Amy Fung is the author of PrairieArt- 
sters.com 
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Pig might make you spit 
IT’S JUST A MURDEROUS PEEP SHOW 


JAMIE REINHART / reinhart@vueweekly.com 
his weekend, a rock ‘n’ roll 
| evangelist and her bible sales- 
man boyfriend will begin trav- 
elling the prairies, looking for the 
right girls to start up their very own 
peep show. This is no ordinary peep 
show started by a bible thumper and 
a bible seller, though: one of the 
highlights is that you get to watch a 
girl murdered right in front of you. 

Such is the premise for Pig: A 
Back Door Peep Show, which Kris- 
tine Nutting and her Cowgirl Opera 
troupe will be putting up in the dank 
depths of the Chez Pierre Nite Club. If 
it sounds a bit, oh, out of the norm, 
you should be aware that that's 
entirely Nutting’s intention, inspired 
by a suitably bizarre, macabre 
French tradition that involves satiriz- 
ing the audience into suicide. 

“I recently did a workshop and it 
was talking about how in France 
there used to be bouffons, these little 
clowns that were the social rejects of 
society, but they were called upon to 
come and entertain every now and 
then—like, ‘Come entertain us, social 
reject,” Nutting explains with a dia- 
bolical cackle. “Their goal was to do 
such a good parody that people 
would laugh and love the show, but 
when they went home they would 
kill themselves. So my goal is to kill 
my audience.” 

Nutting doesn’t actually want to 
kill her audience, of course, but she 
does want to mix the evening's 
entertainment with enough philo- 
sophical food for thought that the 
audience has something to chew on 
when they get home. In the case of 
Pig Nutting took her inspiration from 
what she calls “grief porn”: the dis- 
gustingly realistic situations we fre- 
quently see on television that play on 
our fascination with crime and vic- 
timhood. Nutting decided to push the 
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idea a little bit further, testing the 
audience's tolerance with her own 
type of gory “grief porn” in a not-so- 
typical theatre setting. 


FOR HER PART, Nutting is excited 
about the fact that some people 
might find it a bit, say, off-putting. 

“Of course to me the play's not 
fucked up,” Nutting says. “I think it's 
fucked up that we watch CSI. I think 
that they should think that watching 
that show is fucked up. 

“Why is it acceptable to watch that 
kind of stuff on TV?” Nutting contin- 
ues animatedly. “Like, ‘Oh, it’s just 
another show about solving a rape.’ 
We're totally okay with that on our 
TVs all the time, but if you do a play 
about how callous we are about that 
stuff in society, something that actu- 
ally calls our attention to the fact 
that we're not paying attention— 
well, they can think it’s fucked up 
and I say, ‘Great, good: come and get 
mad.” 

Pig certainly seems designed to 
provoke a strong reaction one way or 
the other. The evening's entertain- 
ment calls for everything from the 
aformentioned murderous peep show 
to references to Robert Pickton, a 
dentist chair, secret rooms, country 
music, fire, religion, meat, rock ‘n’ 
roll, singing, dancing and a few other 
treats that can only be fully experi- 
enced in the play’s unique setting. 

“] think people are going to love it 
or hate it,” sums up Nutting. “Some 
may walk out, but the ones that stick 
around will probably love it.” w 
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BS TCO Tom ot St Albert « 


WAKED CYBER CAFE 1(354 Jasper Ave » WAR AND PEACE: TEN 
YEARS OF EDMONTON: Protest graphics from tha ESPA Archives and 
fe fase My Vie independent meta pt-arctve © July 1-Aug. 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9704-111 Ave (474- 
7611) * Open Mon, Wed, Fri 930am-2:30pm, Tue, Thu $:30-4pm, 
6:30-8:30pm * WORSE THINGS HAVE HAPPENED TO BETTER 
PEOPLE Statf group show, works by Marta Beranek, Cindy Fuhrer, 
Nicole Galellis, David Janzen, Cynthia Sentara. and others # Until 
July 4 © Opening reception: June 28 (2-4pm) 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378-0240) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm, Sun 12-4pm * Paintings by Richard Dixon, 
often © Until June 28 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10153-112 St (452-0286) * Open 
‘Tue-Sat 10am-S:30pm * Jonathan Forrest * Until June 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave (455-7479) * 
Peaster b Paintings by Linda Lindemann © Until July 


Pease halk sas esi secdtaoia. 
3038 © Abstract floral acrylic paintings by BIKA, bird paintings by 
ane ae ere neon Meo = at 
fi 


PORTAL GALLERY 300, 9414-91 St (702-7522) * OF SKY AND 
Pa ore en See bees oi a= 

Opening night reception: Thu, July 3 (7-8:30pm) * Open house: Fri, 
July 4[12-8pm); Sat, July 5 (12-7pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Si, St Albert (450- 
4310): Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu (1 )e 
CONTINGENCIES: Artworks by Tammy Salz!, until June 28 « WATER 
Pa aa erat meta eaten Dern, Bowes, thor 
Dmytruk, Monica Fraske-Bomyk, Paddy Lamb, Gerald St Maur and 
Amie T. Rangel; July 3-Aug. 2: opening reception: Thu. July 3 (6pm) 


PRMPVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA B95 oper Fi {47 1750] # 
Open: Tue-Sat Sam-4:20pm, Wed Sam-Snm # LES FRANCOPHONES 
EN ALBERTA: COURAGE ET DETERMINATION: Learn about the history 
f Francophones in Alberta through archival records * Until Sept 6 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LeMarchand Mansion. Suite 108, Main 
FH, 1523-100 Ave (426-4035) * Paintings by various artists 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453-9100) * Open 
daily $-5pm * Geversment Hewes: Public tours Sat and Sun and 
statutory hols (11]am-4:30pm): ph 427-2281 info » exhibition 
gallery: DRAGONS: BETWEEN SCIENCE AND FICTION: Artifacts from 
RATS ed NST ces Mr Ane ne WONT 
magical powers of dragons and how: cultures imaait 
PSHE a ie 

VOYAGES: THE EMPRESS OF IRELAND: Artifacts 
‘salvaged from the wreck of the Empress of Ireland: until Oct-5 * 
front terrace: Peter Hide Sculptures: Until Oct. 5 


‘ST. ALBERT ART WALK Ar Best, Bookstore on Perran, Cargo and 
James, Concept j, Crimso Quill Gifts, Gemport, Profiles, St 
‘Thomas Coffee House, Studio Gallery, Wares * Thu, July 3 (6-Spm) 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3519) * Open Tue-Sat 10am- 
Spm © SUMMER GROUP SHOW: Paintings by Lynn Malin, Leslie 
Poole, He ins and Jim Stokes: prints by Sean Caulfield * June 


a GALE. 9p tet 

THE TRAPEZE Prints by Karen Dugas her works 
par fext from T.S. Eliot's Four Quartets; until July 19; part of The 
Works Festival * Studio Gallery: THE CURRENT. Prints by Kyla 
Fischer; until July 19 


‘SPOT LIGHT GALLERY 107. 25 Chisholm Ave, St. Albert (870-419- 
(TE teal leah epertiare 
hg EY ete Se I ra pat ates 


ey i Roth, Pasrl Der, une 
i peice July 3, 17 and Aug. 7, 21 iSpy? 


eer tity ciipn Spon asctannd 
© TEXTURES: Artworks by Anne Marie Resta * Until July 5 


‘STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (40-5993) * Open Thu 12-8nm, Fri 
‘Sat 10am-Spm © THROUGH OUR EYES: Artworks by 
Blaine ‘and Donna Marchyshyn Shymko * Until June 28 


WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211- =142:St (482-8100) « Wired to 
‘Human Body; Dinosaurs 


by Loma and Alex Patrson © Until June 28 


U OF A RUTHERFORD LIBRARY * Broce Peel Speciai 
‘Collections Librery; A MOST DANGEROUS \DYAGE- ‘An Exhibition 
of Books and Mops Documenting Four Centuries of Exploration in 
‘Search of a North West Passage; until Aug. 15 


WAAA GALLERY 3rd F, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St(421-1731) « 
Mon-Fri 1am-4om; Sat 12- * Diversity 2008: Mambershi; 
wx ls © Unct hiytoe Pattee ie oa 


WORKS ART AND DESIGN FESTIVAL Various 

Edmonton, wwwthevartgaiea CS 21220 ART CAN BE 

SCANDALOUS! INVITE YOUR NOSY NEIGHBOUR Edmonton's visual 

es He rid al le alae 
Artisan on Churchill Square * Big Tert-Churchill 

Featiring Richard Watts * Until July 2 f 


LITERARY 


(BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9524-76 Ave (469-8755) # Story Siam: An oppor- 
tunity for writers to share their work, explore their talents and show 
off © 3rd Wed every month * $5 (donation) 


maples let ea lg Carrot Waiters’ Circle: for writ 
os ‘ages, genres and levels of fence © Thu(t 
June 26; July 3, 10 a Sri 


HULBERT'S 7601-115 St The Olive Reading Series: Poetry, politics 
a aa ‘2nd Tue each 
month (7pm 


of creative storytelling 


for Africa * Tue, July 8 (7pm) * $15 (adulti/$5 (child) at the door 


STEEPS-OLD GLENORA * Spoken word open mic® Ist Thu every 
month * Contact Adem Snider to sign up; \snider@gmail.com: 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (428-2200) » 
WOW-Wired on Words: A creative writing process for amateurs and 
professionals. Every Sun (11am-1:15pmk info e-mail 

bewell 2008@gmail.com * $10 (donation) 


UMIVERSITY OF ALBERTA * Conference Centre, 87 Ave, 116 St 
CariWrite 2008 Conference: The Canadian Authors Association nation- 
al conference for writers at all levels. Choose from 16 sessions featur- 
ing over 30 presenters. www.canauthorsalberta.ca; July 3-6 * Timms 
Cente fr the Arts, 87 Ave, 112 St Canadian Authors 
‘Association-Alberta Branch Literary Awards, MC Peter Brown, featur- 
ing readings, author signings and a presentation by Chris Tumes with 
Asa Boao Fi July 4 (7pm); $5 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-96 Ave (422-8174) « The Posts’ Haven: 
Monday Night weekly reading series presented by Stroll of Posts; 
every Man night (7pm); $5 (door) 


LIVE COMEDY 


COMEDY FACTORY 2414 Gateway Boulevard (489-4999) * Thu 
8:30pm, $11; Fri B:30pm, $20; Sat 8pm and 10:30pm: $20 * Chris 
Molinetnc June 26-28 * Chris Warren; July 3-5 


(COMBE STRIP 1645 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St (483-5099) » 
ea de Nee ee po i ned ere Uae 
iramiak, until June 23 


LAUGH SHOP Londonderry Mall , 6506-137 Ave, www.the- 
Tugfahonea 71010) ‘Open Thu, Fri 8pm; Sat 8pm and 10:30pm 

® Special concert: Shaun Majumder, Nigel Lawrence, Paul Myerhaug 
special concert June 26, 27, 28 * Andrew Grose, July 4-6 


VARSCONA THEATRE 10329-83 Ave © The /irelevent Show, sketch 

‘comedy show featunng Edmonton talent. Each show will be recorded 

for national broadcast on CBC Radio One airing Thursdays at 7:30pm 

and Saturdays at 11am * Sun, June 29; Sun, July 14, 23. and 30 

nls $10 at TIX on the Square; profits to the Youth Emergency 
ter 


THEATRE 


(CHIMPROVI Varscona Theatre, 1929-83 Avs (448-0695) * Long- 

form improvisational sketches performed by Rapid Fire Theatre's top 
An cred oe and me te of ch neath nt 

July 24 


EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL STREET PERFORMERS FESTIVAL 
‘Sir Winston Churchill Sq, www.edmontonstreetfest.com (780-425- 
5162) ® Outdoor shows in ® July 4-13 


FREEWILL SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL Heritage Amphitheatre, 
Hawrelak Park * Richard Ii Directed by John Kirkpatrick, starring 


Copithome, starring Annette Loiselle Julien Amold and Mark Jenkins, 
set in the 1950; all matinee and odd dates for evening 
performances * Until July 20: Tue-Sun; 8pm; 2pm * $20 (adult\/$15 
{student/senior)/$30 (Festival Pass: any 2 performances) at TIX on the 
‘Square 420-1757; on-site opening night: Tue: Pay-What-You-Wjill 


GREY'S HOUSE OF ANATOMY Jubilstions Dinner Thestre, 8882- 
170 St (484-2424) ¢ The grand opening of a new hospital in 
Edmonton da hight coalifiedtrew bird fom Sette general 
hospital, namely Melanis Grey, Darren Sheppard, Addison Shephard, 
George O'Mailey, isabel Stephen, and Dr Betty Bailey. Musical, classic 
Tock tunes of the 70s * Until Aug. 10 


IMPROVAGANZA Varscona Theatre * Rapid Fire Theatre Society's 
Comedy Festival featuring local groups and intemational quests com- 
ating for supremacy as improv champions * Until June 29 (Spm); no 
Mon, additional Fri/Sat (11pm) performances; Kids mati- 
nees: Sat (2pm) # $10 (per session/$15 (Grande Finale) at TIX on the 
‘Square, door; Sat Kid's matinees: Pay-What-You-Can (door only) 


PM STICKING WITH KIEFER PCL Studio TransAlta Arts Bams, 
10930-84 Ave (586-5850) * Mostly Water Theatre, written and direct- 
‘ed by Sam Verteniuk Lou Diamond Phillips, Kiefer Sutherland and the 
cast of Young Guns look back at the “80s, the buddy flick. and what 
could have been * Until June 23 (8pm) © $18 {adutt/$15 
(student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


‘OH SUSANMAL Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (780-423-3395) * A 
Euro-style variety spectacle featuring laughs, music, and sntics guided 
by intemational glamour-gal Susanna Patchouli and her divine co-host 
Eros, God of Love. Featuring a special chat with local boy tumed 
Hollywood heertthrob Josh Dean, star of Young People Fucking * $10 
(door) * Sat. July 5 (11pm) 
(ONCE UPON A TIME IN NEW YORK Westbury Theatre, Transalts 
Arts Bams, 10330-84 Ave (475-8063) * Edmonton Musical Theatre * 
Until June 28 (8pm) * $30 fopening night\/$20 (matinee)/$25 at TIX 
on the Square 


‘STREET PERFORMERS FESTIVAL Sir Winston Churchill Sq, 
www.edmontonstreetiest.com * July 4-13 


‘THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-53 Ave (449-0695) * 
Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre * Teams of improvisers create 
sketches on the spot based on audience suggestions * Every Fri 
(1pm) * Tickets available by phone 

TRADING ONE-ACTS Walterdale 


‘STAGES-WALTERDALE 
Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave (780-439-2845) * The plays for Trading 
Stages are . eee. 


OR THE WEEK ENDING JUNE 29, 2008 


1. Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) 

2. Portishead - Third (mercury) 

3. Van Morrison -Keep It Simple (exile) 

4. The Black Keys - Attack & Release (nonesuch) 

5 Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) 

6. Mudcrutch — Mudcrutch (reprise) 

7. Steve Winwood — Nine Lives (Columbia) 

8. Levon Helm - Dirt Farmer (vangaurd) 

9. Daniel Lanois - Here Is What Is (red floor) 

10. The Steeldrivers - S/T (rounder) 

11. Justin Townes Earle - The Good Life (bloodshot) 

12. My Morning Jacket - Evil Urges (ato) 

13. Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds — Dig]!!! Lazarus Dig}! (anti) 
14. KD Lang - Watershed (nonesuch) 

15. John Hiatt - Same Old Man (new west) 

16. T Bone Burnett - Tooth Of Crime (nonesuch) 

17. Islands — Arms Way (anti) 

18. Firewater - The Golden Hour (bloodshot) 

19. Bonnie “Prince” Billy — Lie Down In The Light (drag city) 
20. Sonny Landreth - From The Reach (landfall) 

21. Martha Wainwright - | Know You're Married... (maple) 
22. Sam Roberts - Love At The End Of The World (universal) 
23. The Black Angels — Directions To See A Ghost (light in the attic) 
24, Duke Robillard — A Swingin Session With (stony plain) 
25. Jeff Healy - Mess Of Blues (stony plain) 

26. James Hunter - The Hard Way (go) 

27. She & Him - Volume One (merge) 

28. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss — Raising Sound (rounder) 
29. Danny Michel - Feather, Fur & Fin (burnt bun) 

30. Ann Vriend - When We Were Spies (fire escape) 


NDIDI ONUKWULA 


THE CONTRADICTOR 


Ndidi has one of those voices that 
you can't forget. Whether shes out 
on the down-low with a melon collie 
moan, or chasing hell hounds with 
a strident tone, its a voice that can 
stop you in your tracks 
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Surreal life: Fantastic Planet explores flora, fauna and philosophy 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
mtastic Planet sounds like a 
Fees sci-fi B-movie from the 
1950s, but this film, though sci-fi 
and based on a '50s novel, is distinctly 
grade-A filmmaking. The A stands for 
Animation, too, though the animation 
here is more shaded drawings, often in 
brown or gray hues—drawings slowly 
zoomed in on or panned over—than 
the 3-D-pretending Pixar or Disney 
works seen these days. 

Those drawings are guided by 
Roland Topor, director René Laloux’s 
partner in their adaptation of Stefan 
Wul’s 1957 novel (which garnered a 
Special Jury Prize at the 1973 Cannes 
film festival). And it’s Topor’s illustra- 
tions that make Fantastic Planet (La 
Planéte Sauvage) truly live up to its 
title. The images tend to be a mix of 
creatures, drawn with a kind of 
Renaissance-stylized notion of classi- 
cal shapes (fans, clam shells; the 
humans wear toga-style outfits), and 
surreal fauna. 

The film begins with an Om (from 
the French for “man”), a human 
brought to Ygam by the Traag race, 
running with her baby from one of the 
large pale blue hands of her captors. 
Like Sisyphus’ rock, she keeps run- 
ning up a hill only to be rolled back 
down again by the casual flick of the 
Traag's finger. Then she’s hemmed in 
by oyster-like spears, only to be 
plucked up by the blue hand (reminis- 
cent of Terry Gilliam’s roving, Godlike 
hand in the Monty Python animation 
bits) and killed 

The woman's child is named Terr 
(from the French for “Earth”), kept as 
a pet by a Traag girl and, as he grows 
up, he imbibes their knowledge 
(engraved in Traags’ memories as 
they listen to a headset). He escapes, 
joins a tribe of wild Oms, and they use 
his knowledge to battle their giant 
captors, killing one in a scene much 
like the moment in Swift's novel when 
Gulliver is trapped by Lilliputians. 


THE FILM OFFERS a patient, clinical 


approach to this fanciful world, track- 
ing the bizarre forms of life on the 
planet. The images recall natural his- 
tory drawings—as if Linnaeus or 
Audubon had imagined another 
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FANTASTIC PLANET 
TIRECTEDBY RENE LALOUK 

WRITEN BY LALOUX ROLAND TOPOR, 
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ANIMATED 


world’s flora and fauna instead of 
observing and illustrating ours. And 
so anthropology meets surrealist art 
in a film about the coldly intellectual, 
logical Traags and the wild, passion- 
ate, heartfelt Oms. In two scenes just 
meant for observing, Darwin-like, a 
fascinating new creature, a two-eyed 
slug emerges from a rent in the 
ground and a tri-snouted, accordion- 
stomached, hippo-like animal licks its 
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hatched young once before suddenly 
devouring it. Crimson flowers have 
claw-like thorns. Metallic poplars 
clank open and shut. A dragon-ish 
creature flicks out an anteater-like 
tongue to slurp up Oms. During their 
out-of-body meditations, Traags‘ 
forms are touched by oily tentacles 
and are diced up like Dali’s cubed and 
shelved humans, then they stretch, 
change colour, and pulsate into 
fronds and leaves. 

As the Traags become more genoci- 
dal, the overtones of scientific racism, 
even Nazism (talk of “efficient meas- 
ures” and the Onis as vermin), are 
clear, though the story is not too com- 
plex in its pitting of cold reason against 
wild passion (and the score is some- 
times a little inappropriate, with its 
warbling, spacey ‘70s music even 
accompanying an extermination of 


CAL YPSE 


Oms). The Oms are tribal and territori- 
al at first, but the knowledge (really, 
information) that the Adam-like Terr 
brings them patches up differences. 
There is an eerie sense of dazed, hyp- 
notic rituals in the film, though, partic- 
ularly around sex as a sort of 
entrancing pagan ritual. Wild Oms take 
a kind of communion before going off 
into the large vegetation like glowing 
fireflies to mate, while the Traags float 
off into a stunned meditation. The 
film's penultimate scene, before an 
abrupt ending, involves a wonderfully 
strange dance, an unworldly ballet of 
Greek statues with Traag heads atop 
them. But then Laloux and Topor’s film 
itself manages to be both of our world 
and somehow not, shucking off any 
influences and finding a weird wonder 
all its own. 

Eight years before Fantastic Planet, 
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in 1965, Laloux collaborated with 
Topor to make The Snails (Les Escar- 
gots) a ten-minute short. Rawer-look- 
ing than Fantastic Planet, The Snails 
has a more obvious B-movie prem- 
ise—giant snails laying waste to a 
farm, then a city. The short’s best 
moment is an inventive sequence 
where, only able to reap what he sor- 
rows, a ruddy farmer has to keep 
making himself cry to get his lettuce 
to sprout up. Another shell-like motif 
emerges when the snails appear, 
leaving car and train wrecks in their 
sluggish wake, while the phallic sym- 
bols and anxious view of women (a 
snail's stalks pop up, then wave back 
and forth as a woman strips down to 
a bustiere before the creature 
devours her) fairly common to surre- 
alism are more obvious here than in 
the feature. v 


How many roads must Mann walk down before we call him auteur? 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

My last two contributions to this column 
have focused on westerns of the 1950s, 
the genre’s decade of transition from 
solid entertainments into something more 
adult, more reflective and often more 
subversive. Even if you're not generally 
predisposed to westerns | hope these 
pieces have stroked your curiosity rather 
than just try your patience. Before June is 
through, I'm going to ride this genre fix 
into the sunset with an extended look at 
what is arguably the most impressive 
overall release of the recent crop. 

The Furies, one of three westerns 
directed by Anthony Mann in 1950 fol- 
lowing his triumphant string of dazzling 
noir thrillers, would have to be consid- 
ered an exceptional movie in any genre. 
Set in the 1870s, it's an epic drama about 
a charismatic, tyrannical widower lording 
over a vast New Mexico ranch, an impo- 
tent son to which he's indifferent and a 
bold, self-determined daughter whose 
role is uncomfortably close to that of a 
wife. It’s also a story about deception, 
sexual dominance and, as the plot would 
have it, good and bad bookkeeping. 

At the film's dramatic centre is a formi- 
dable woman, played by the singular Bar- 
bara Stanwyck, grappling fiercely for 
control of an enormous piece of property 
and a legacy even larger. Along its periph- 


ery are secret love affairs with Mexican 
Squatters, ghosts of a vanishing frontier, 
vestiges of colonial chaos and long-sim- 
mering tensions that find release only in 
unbridled explosions of violence. It's a 
marvelous, complex, perverse, horrify- 
ing—there are strong doses of mutilation 
and humiliation—and often touching 
movie that, for all the issues it fails to 
fully resolve, should be regarded as 
something very near greatness. 

TC Jeffords was Walter Huston’s final 
role. He brings to the aging patriarch an 
ingratiating blustery swagger that deli- 
cately functions as a beard for bone-deep 
insecurities. Owner of the film’s titular 
ranch but chronically foolish with money, 
he’s one three men to be kept, controlled 
or conquered by his daughter Vance (Stan- 
wyck), the only thing standing between the 
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Juan Herrera (Gilbert Roland) family and 
homelessness, between TC and Rip Dar- 
row (Wendell Corey), the gambler-tumed- 
banker whose family are the rightful 
owners of a strip of The Furies and whose 
father was killed by TC long ago. All of 
these men, in one way or another, are 
Vance’s lovers. “I've always worked my 
own leather,” boasts Vance, who the ador- 
ing TC dubs a “she-fox,” who publicly 
taunts her father’s authority, staking claims 
on what's otherwise deemed a man’s 
domain. When TC brings home a woman 
(a wonderful Judith Anderson) who threat- 
ens to replace Vance as matriarch—and 
true controller—of The Furies, Vance 
unleashes her wrath, suffers the conse- 
quences, and promises to tear everything 
away from her father. 


AMONG THE PLEASURES of The Furies is 
watching how Stanwyck and Mann collab- 
orate, resulting in a performance simulta- 
neously seductive and frightening. Locking 
eyes with each of her male opponents, 
Stanwyck uses that weirdly amphibian 
gaze of hers like some Medusa with a 
perm, and tosses off a peppering of sharp- 
ened jabs with her distinctive deadpan 
Yet she also conveys such heights of 
desire and rage, and Mann frames her per- 
formance brilliantly in the film's signature 
scene of sadistic violence. Mirrors, con- 
ventionally symbols of feminine vanity, 
here become the visual birthplace of 
female oppression and injury. Stanwyck’s 
groping for her dead mother's scissors as 
her rival gloats before her makes for a 
majestic moment of unease. 


Mann himself, traditionally deemed 
above all a genre craftsman, has recently 
been the subject of a call for reconsidera- 
tion from critics who think he deserves to 
be elevated to auteur status. Over the past 
year or so, without actually trying to, I’ve 
wound up watching a lot of Mann films— 
like Raw Deal ('48), Border Incident ('49) 
and The Naked Spur ('53}—and am now 
more than happy to jump on this critical 
bandwagon, the latest driver of which is 
The Criterion Collection, who, with The 
Furies, now add his name to their list of 
distinguished featured filmmakers. 

I'm sure some readers must wonder 
why | give so much ink to Criterion releas- 
es, but a quick survey of their new pack- 
age for The Furies pretty much speaks for 
itself: besides the customarily superb 
transfer, they offer a beautifully illustrat- 
ed box, a book featuring a smart essay 
and archival interview with Mann, DVD 
supplements like a vintage interview with 
Huston, a new interview with Mann's 


daughter, and a surprisingly good British 
television interview with Mann fromethe 
‘60s. And, get this, you also get a hand- 
somely bound paperback edition of Niven 
Busch’s source novel 

My favourite extra here, though, would 
have to be the audio commentary from his- 
torian and western specialist Jim Kitses. | 
saw him give a talk about Aide the High 
Country ('62) a while back and was deeply 
impressed by his arguments for ever-closer 
readings of westerns as a platform for 
every conceivable sort of human drama. | 
also really like his big moustache. Re(ard- 
ing The Furies, he laments the diminished 
role of Juan and the other Mexicans in 
Charles Schnee’s adaptation while praising 
the film’s other transgressive elements 
emphasizes the hints of incest bet 
Vance and TC, directs our attentio 
films’ multi-generic threads, and mal 
strong case for the western as the ge 
that best suited Mann's obsessive in 
in familial conflict. w 


“GRAND-SCALE _ 
MOVIEMAKING” 


-A.0. Scott, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


BY 


“REALLY SOMETHING 
TO SEE” 

-KewneTs Tura, LOS ANGELES TIMES 

“A BRAWNY, 
OLD-SCHOOL EPIC... 
IT’S GREAT FUN” 


+f Ruover, THE VILLAGE VOICE/LA WEEKLY 


“STUNNINGLY . 
BEAUTIFUL. ‘MONGOL’ 
IS RICH EPIC CINEMA” 


Jesse Wenre, CBC RADIO 
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EDMONTON'S BIGGEST 
SUMMER, CELEBRP THON 


“ ED FEST 


IE TASTE | 


THE TRU 0 
(Ceirbola. OF LIVE MUSIC. — 


4 
COLLECTIVE S€¢ 
HEDLEY 
* BRENT BUTT 
RAINE MAIDA 
JULLY BLACK 
JOAN JETT AND THE BLACKHEARTS @ 
THE SAM ROBERTS BAND 
DOC WALKER 
THE TREWS 
METRIC & BEDOUIN SOUNDCLASH 


PLUS... 
Cirque Mechanics Birdhouse Factory show, presented by Mosaik 
MasterCard BMO Bank of Montreal. Also, three additional 

entertainment stages — TELUS Stage, Global Connections Stage 
and the Penn West Energy Trust Stage 


For more details on our entertainment lineup 
visit our website. 
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Advanced Ride-All-Day, Family Passes and Gate Admission available 
online or by calling 780.451.8000.* Ride-All-Day Passes also available 
at select Mac’s stores until July 15. 


There’s lies, damn lies 
and then there’s Expelled 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
. Jou can tell a weak argument 
when Hitler is immediately 
invoked, without context. In its 
opening sequence, Expelled: No 
Intelligence Allowed does just that, 
blasting Third Reich montages before 
introducing the adenoid talents of Ben 
Stein. He'd like viewers to associate 
him with his benign pop culture arti- 
facts, repeatedly reminding us he was 
the teacher in Ferris Bueller's Day Off, 
but it’s more enlightening to recall 
Stein served American Presidents 
Nixon and Ford as a speechwriter. 

Stein’s mastery of ideological war- 
fare and rhetoric is displayed in 
Expelled, anti-science propaganda 
masquerading as a Michael Moore-ish 
fool’s journey, full of disingenuous 
ploys, cheap tricks, and outright men- 
dacity to sway public opinion against 
the factual concept of evolution and 
allow religion to dominate science 
debate through the Trojan horse of 
Intelligent Design (ID)—the belief a 
busybody creator intimately engineers 
natural processes, 

Expelled follows Stein as he pre- 
tends to struggle with doubts about 
“Darwinism” (rhetoric equating a con- 
cept key to 150 years of progress with 
one man, setting biologists up as 
devotees to a cult of personality) 
while manufacturing a divide that 
doesn't exist by talking to scientists 
who claim their careers were ruined 
by Darwinists. Prominent figures on 
both sides are interviewed, like evolu- 
tionary biologist Richard Dawkins and 
Jonathan Wells (who was told by Rev 
Sun Myung Moon that God chose him 
to destroy Darwinism from within by 
earning a biology degree). 

The evolutionists are made to look 
foolish (beyond unflattering filming 
and editing, good science isn’t con- 
ducive to soundbites) while anti-evolu- 
tionists are portrayed as heroic Davids 
working against a Goliath system. 

Stein's journey takes him to the 
borderlands of taste as well as sense, 
culminating with shots of rippling 
American flags, heart-rending visits to 
Holocaust sites and accusations that 
the idea of evolution is responsible for 
Hitler. (Why science? Why not corpo- 
rations, since Faber and IBM directly 
participated in the Holocaust? Why 
hasn’t Leni Riefenstahl’s Triumph of 
the Will tainted the entire art of 
movie-making?) 

The film concludes that if evolution 
is upheld unopposed, we're headed 
for another Holocaust, with rampant 
euthanasia and abortions, and ends 
with a call to activism. 
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IT'S SKILLFUL, stealthy and sophisti- 
cated cinematic manipulation as well 
as completely fabricated hysteria. 
Stein appropriates language of intel- 
lectual freedom ("Why can’t we have 
a debate?”; “Why's Big Science silenc- 
ing people?”), mixes it with a score 
evoking righteous purpose (Yoko Ono 
tried to have “Imagine” taken off the 
soundtrack, but lost to fair use laws 
that protect satirists) and a barrage of 
riveting imagery. 

What's curious is that the film never 
actually argues either side, and neither 
evolution nor ID is even fully defined. 
That's their poisonous cleverness: the 
point is simply to introduce doubt, not 
to make an argument, because the 
argument is un-winnable. It’s based on 
ideology, not evidence, and as such 
has zero place in scientific debate. 

To understand Expelled as a cultural 
artifact, you need to know it’s a mani- 
festation of the “wedge strategy,” a 
marketing plan developed by the Dis- 
covery Institute (one of Stein’s faux 
sources) that seeks to re-establish 
religious values in American life by 
introducing the concept of a creator in 
science classrooms. This is an old 
conflict, with ID merely the latest 
guise in a war on secular life. 

Both the wedge and Expelled have 
been extensively documented and dis- 
mantled, and ID was discredited in the 
recent well-documented Dover case 
(see our website, vueweekly.com, for a 
complete list of resources). Instances 
of so-called “discrimination” have been 
refuted, and the movement has been 
extensively analyzed. Evolution, in 
contrast, continues to bear fruit in all 
areas of biology. 

The biggest lie in Expelled is its con- 
clusion. It fancies itself authority 
enough to fantasize an endpoint of 
embracing the concept of evolution, 
but fails to articulate its own endpoint: 
invoking a creator instead of a natural 
process as the basis of science means 
an end to asking questions, because 
it’s a threat to the notion of absolute 
morality. That's the “intellectual free- 
dom" anti-freedom, anti-intellectuals 
ultimately seek—to imprison everyone 
in their ignorance. vw 
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OPENING THIS WEEK 


ANTONIO GAUDI 
PRODUCED & DIRECTED BY HIROSHI TESHIGAHARA 
MUSIC BY TORU TAKEMITSH 
THU, JUN 26 & SAT, JUN 28 (7 PM) 
FAL, JUN 27 & SUN, JUN 28 (9 PM} 
METRO CINEMA, $10 
Keke 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweokly.com 

With its broad, undulating surfaces and proto-Cubist 
mosaics of broken tile, its membranous mugwump 
spires and smooth spinal railings, its leaf storm 
motifs and, most of all, its ubiquity of knotty tree 
imagery, the work of Catalan architect Antonio Gaudi 
(1852-1926) seems designed to forever inspire pause 
in passersby, to destabilize our sense of passively 
moving through discreet, utilitarian physical bound- 
aries. When he first laid eyes on Gaud/'s work in the 
spring of 1959, Hiroshi Teshigahara felt a surge of 
creative empowerment, later crediting the work with 
endowing him with an understanding that, like those 
between shelter and 


ANTONIO GAUDi 


ly they align themselves with like sequences in 
Teshigahara’s earlier films, such as those that focus 
on the weirdly sinister, ever-collapsing sands in 
Woman in the Dunes. There is finally no attempt here 
to place Gaudi’s work into settings that would make 
it easily digestible. Teshigahara’s tour of these places 
is happily resigned to seeing their forms as alien 
things—and for this reason, Antonio Gaud/ makes a 
terrific double bill with Metro Cinema’s other feature 
of the week, Fantastic Planet. 


MONGOL 

DIRECTED BY SERGE! BODRDY 

WRITTEN BY ARIE ALIVEV, BODROV 

STARRING TADANOBU ASANO, KRULAN CHULULN 
kek 


SJOSEF BRAUN / jose{@vueweekly.com 

Y'all probably didn’t know this, but apparently 
Genghis Khan was a really cool guy. If Sergei 
Bodrov's revisionist GK biopic Mongol has the right 
vibe, Temudjin, the 13th century Mongolian con- 
queror and uniter of the nomadic tribes of Central 
Asia most of us pegged as 


open spaces, the bound- 
aries between artistic 
disciplines were meant 
to be questioned. It was 
a pivotal realization in 
the development of this 
most distinctive 
Japanese filmmaker— 
and a debt eventually 
paid in filmic homage. 

Antonio Gaud/ is an 
endlessly striking, auda- 
ciously hypnotic, deeply 
contemplative documen- 
tary study of Gaudi's Ve MONGOL 
legacy, which is spread 
throughout Barcelona and the surrounding country- 
side: the Santa Teresa School, with its lithe, ovular 
arches; the Park Gliell, with its oceanic outlines, 
sprawling gardens and serpentine benches; the Casa 
Batll6, with its skeletal formations that are said to 
represent the story of St George and the Dragon; the 
Church of Coldnia Gill, with its cavernous crypt 
resembling the interior of some massive sea creature; 
and the great, unfinished Sagrada Familia, which has 
got to be the most tremendously bizarre, subversive- 
ly sensuous place of Christian worship ever erected. 
Teshigahara’s cameras explore each of these places, 
the austerity of the filmmaker’s aesthetic beautifully 
complimenting the irregular and fantastically intri- 
cate aesthetic of the architect. 

The film's comprised almost exclusively of imagery 
and music, with little in the way of commentary or 
even titles to interrupt the reverie of looking, scout- 
ing, tracing. Context is not developed through biogra- 
phical, historical or political facts—which can be 
easily found elsewhere—but rather through reveal- 
ing how Gaudis ostentatious structures interact with 
the places they inhabit and the people who inhabit 
them. Among the film's most inspired depictions of 
human activity are the images of crowds performing 
sardana, the ancient circle dance. Curiously, they are 

depicted without their accompanying music, render- 
ing their motions primordial, trance-like and quite 
funny. 

Above all, with Antonio Gaudi Teshigahara hon- 
ours his undying awe for his favourite architect 
through the careful cultivation of a profound sense of 
strangeness, juxtaposing what we see and hear in 
such a way that it builds up a sort of roiling disquiet. 
Some Of the glacial travelling shots arguably recall 
the technique of Stanley Kubrick, but more specifical- 


a bloodthirsty warlord 
with the usual accompa- 
nying penchant for raping 
and pillaging was in fact a 
thoughtful, almost serene 
upholder of a strict code 
of ‘honour, respectful of 
his wife, generous with 
all his subordinates and 
pretty damn cute when he 
smiled—which, despite 
countless terms of impris- 
onment, was often. Of 
course Mongol, the pro- 
posed premiere entry ina 
trilogy, only dramatizes 
the first third of Temudjin’s story, so maybe the nasty 
business comes later. 

Savvy viewers of the ancient adventure genre will 
recognize the archetypical, fratricide-free first chap- 
ters, the death of the father, the forbidding storms, 
the trials of the boy, even the faux-Nietzschean open- 
ing quote echoing Conan the Barbarian, among other 
films. Only gradually does Mongol distinguish itself 
with a peppering of anthropologic detail and histori- 
cal gloss. There is something interesting in the fact 
that Temudjin selects his bride at the age of nine, and 
selects very well: not only does Bérte grow up to be 
a total fox, she’s a profoundly devoted spouse, deft 
advisor ("You can't cook two ram heads in one pot’), 
and sturdy bearer of children, though whether or not 
these kids are actually Temudjin's—Bérte spends 
some time as the captor of Temudjin’s no doubt sala- 
cious enemies—is never confirmed or even 
broached. Such willingness to avoid emotional com- 
plications is indicative of an overall tendency to ren- 
der characters into flat types. Jamukha, Temudjin’s 
blood brother and arch enemy, is about the only char- 
acter given any significant shading, thanks in part to 
Honglei Sun's fun, devilishly charming performance. 

Temudjin is played by Tadanobu Asano, a versatile, 
beguiling actor familiar from films as diverse as 
Gohatto, Ichi the Killer, Last Life in the Universe and 
Takeshi Kitano’s Zatéichi. Butwhile the casting is cer- 
tainly inspired—were it a Western film about a 
white guy it would surely star the likes of Russell 
Crowe or some other hyper-masculine beau-hunk— 
relatively little is demanded of Asano. Temudjin is 
stoic, wise, supematurally determined, and without 
hubris. He’s also a supernaturally strong warrior, at 
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about Diamond Amplification products! 
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NIGHTLY 9:00 PM 
SAT, SUN & TUES MATINEES 3:00 PM 
RATED 14A COARSE LANGUAGE, GORY SCENES 


THE YEAR MY PARENTS WENT ON VACATION 
NIGHTLY @ 6:50 & 9:10 
SAT, SUN & TUES MATINEES © 2-00 PM 


RATED PE. COARSE LANGUAGE 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


THE SINGING REVOLUTION 
$x, sun & TUES MATINEES 1:00 PM 


RATED PO VIDLERCE MOT RECOMENDED POM YOUNES Cock Dera 
VISIT US Off LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


RC UWE AR IN 
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NING WITH THE SNAILS 
FRIDAY wo SAY 7 se THURS sw SITUA 9:00PM 


BIKE MONDAYS 
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Ail Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
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one point actually tossing a spear the size 
of a support beam with such force that it 
fips through a man’s chest and impales 
him to a tree. 

Mongol, to be sure, has all the neces- 
sary ingredients of a crowd-pleasing epic 
(thus the Oscar nod): white hat heroes, 
gorgeous landscapes, insurmountable 
odds, big battle scenes drenched in CGI. 
It's grandiose and expensive looking, with 
the pumped-up violence and discreet sex 
that defines the Hollywood model. It's 
also, you know, kinda boring—or is it just 
me? 


THE YEAR MY PARENTS WENT 

ON VACATION 

DIRECTED BY CAD HAMBURGER 4 
WRITTEN BY HAMBURGER, ADRIANA FALCAD, ANNA 
MUYLAERT, CLAUDIO GALPERIN, BRAULIO MANTOVANE 


STARRING MICHEL JOELSAS, DANIELA PIEPSZYK 
bo oad 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

Corporate sponsorship Atlanta, 1996. 
Judging scandal Salt Lake City, 2002. 
Tibet, 2008. Every Olympic year, we're 
reminded that sport—especially when 
countries are involved—is political, 
whether we like it or not. 

Soccer—and arguably the greatest 
national team in the history of the world 
game—seems the backdrop to The Year 
My Parents Went On Vacation, but it’s 
actually a poignant counterpoint, played 
far away, to the political climate at home. 
Home is Brazil, the year is 1970, and a mil- 
itary dictatorship is stamping down hard 
even as Pele’s team dances towards glory 
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MONGOL 


NIGHTLY @ 6:50 & 9:10PM 
SAT, SUN & TUES MATINEES @ 2:00PM 
144, CORT Sees 


nareD 
VISIT US Oh LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


in Mexico. 

Mauro’s parents drop him off at his 
grandfather's in Sao Paulo's small Jewish 
community. Then they're gone. Cao 
Hamburger's film (co-produced by City of 
God director Fernando Meirelles) is about 
Mauro kicking out, forced to grow up, 
while feeling so isolated—it's the 
strangeness, excitement and loneliness of 
being out-of-place and far from home that 
the film passes on. And often through 
sound: the silence of waiting, the creak of 
bedsprings, the zip of a suitcase, the dis- 
tant crackle of an announcer’s voice. 

The star players also elevate the story 
(apparently written by almost half a soc- 
cer squad). Michel Joelsas’ Mauro has a 
worried but hopeful look that goes 
beyond the TV set broadcasting the 
games, Daniela Piepszyk’s Hanna is a 
sharp little boss-lady, and Germano 
Haiut’s Shlomo is the old man perturbed 
by this little goy suddenly in his charge 
(the dynamic between naive boy and 
reluctant guardian is reminiscent of 
Walter Salles’s Central Station). 

The film has almost too lustrous a 
sheen, but it still strikes the perfectly 
balanced tone of bittersweetness. 
Never brooding nor saccharine, it 
steps into the shoes of youth remem- 
bered, a summer when a boy's wide 
eyes are opened further by disillu- 
sion—the final whistle sounds sharp 
and harsh, then echoes long after the 
game's over. Token players and toy- 
like soldiers become two teams on 
television and armed forces in the 
streets. A ritual and celebration drift 
into a protest and police crackdown. 
A nurturing neighbourhood replaces 
an orphaning nation here, and com- 
munity comes from belief in a team, 
not a government. 

An elegant, reflective film that dekes 
around coming-of-age clichés, The Year 
My Parents Went On Vacation also shows, 
like Jafar Panahi's Offside, the strange 
beauty of sport when it becomes some- 
thing more than a game, vaulting into alle- 
gory, metaphor or a surreal juxtaposition 
with the harshness of life, 


WORKSHOP 
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GET SMART 


NOW PLAYING 


GET SMART 

DIRECTED AY PETER SEGAL 

WRITTEN BY MATT EMBER, JOHN ASTLE 
STARRING STEVE CARREL, ANNE HATHAWAY, 
DWAYNE JOHNSON 
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OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
Everyone has seen a bad trailer for a bad 
movie, or a good trailer for a bad movie, 
but it's not often you see a bad trailer for 
a good movie. Get Smarts marketing 
material would have you thinking this was 
Naked Gun 88 8/9, or worse, another Pink 
Panther remake. From the trailers, you'd 
think this was two hours of watching 
Steve Carrel fall on his ass, botching mis- 
sions and worsening America’s national 
security, while his sexy partner, Anne 
Hathaway, cleans up after him and drops 
men dead with either her looks or martial 
arts. 

For that there is the original Get Smart 
television show which this is based upon, 
and the producers thought they were 
remaking. In tone, this 2008 revision, 
directed by Peter Segal, adjusts humour 
for the sensibilities of a crowd which, in 
the era of Arrested Development and The 
Office, enjoys subtlety and irreverence. 

Carrel plays Maxwell Smart, the best 
damn analyst for “Control” (a notch above 
CIA, and one below Homeland Security) 
they've ever had. They won't promote him 
to field agent like he’s requested because 
he’s so damn good at intercepting and 
interpreting chatter between terrorists 
and warlords. He can take a conversation 
about decaf and muffins and dissect it for 
its anti-terrorism intelligence value. When 
Control is attacked, possibly an inside job 
(no, Truthers, it's not what you think— 
we're talking double agents), Smart final- 
ly gets that promotion. He's christened 
Agent 86 and is partnered up with Agent 
99 (Hathaway). 

The duo have fabulous chemistry, 
remarkable considering the 20-year age 
gap. They’re both very saucy to each other, 
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of partnerships. 
to foil a nuclear- 


ff “how many people 
ould et to see a Bushie 


| Dwayne , Johnson, James Caan, 
), could-be stars (Terry Crew, 
rence, Masi Oka), and a huh?- 

later cameo from Bill Murray, an 
tree. Although the movie 
‘itneeds to be, and its twist 
ding is predictable from the second 
is talk of a double agent, Get Smart 
lags, and it’s about as funny as 


EN BY MIKE MYERS, GRAHAM GORDY 
oe JUSTIN TMDERLKE 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

Mike Myers gets a small, but fair kudos 
from me for resisting all temptations of 
making another Austin Powers movie. It 
seemed that with every installment, the 
franchise was becoming decreasingly 
funny and increasingly perfunctory. 
However, what he does with The Love 
Guruis pick up from the same spot where 
the mediocrity had last been abandoned. 
Now, instead of a story built around a set 
of dick jokes told by a shag-errific British 
spy, you have a story built around a set of 
dick jokes told by a shag-errific Indian 
spiritual guide. 

Guru Pitka (Myers) is one of the world's 
best “neo-Eastem, self-help specialists,” 
second only to Deepak Chopra, who, like so 
many celebrities on Myers’ Facebook 
friends’ list, makes a cameo. Pitka is hired 
by the Toronto Maple Leafs to help mend 
the marriage of their star player, Darren 
Roanoke (Romany Malco). | have to admit 
this invokes the Canadian in me who feels 
like he’s been a movie extra his whole life 
-and just got a starring role. Best of all, there 
are no lame Canadian jokes. Well, sort of. 
There are no lame Anglo-Canadian jokes; 
Jacques “Le Cock” Grande (Justin 
Timberlake}—the thief of Roanoke’s wife— 
is a horribly pegged French-Canadian, with 
both a weak accent and a weak antago- 
nism. If he’s The Love Gurus Dr Evil, then Dr 
Evil was about as bad as a bonobo. 

Luckily (but not really) Myers and co- 
writer Graham Gordy rely on other easily- 
resolved conflicts like Roanoke's dysfunc- 
tional relationship with his mother, the 
Stanley Cup finals between two teams 
that would never realistically make it 
there (the Maple Leafs and Kings), Pitka’s 
evolving love story with Maple Leafs 
owner Jane Bullard (Jessica Alba) and the 
chastity underwear, removable only when 
he finds self-love, preventing him from 
consummating their love. 

The Love Guru is sometimes funny 
because Myers is a genuinely funny 
guy—sometimes. He just gets carried 
away with his jokes, like that annoying kid 
in elementary school who's capable of 
making the class laugh but doesn’t know 
when to stop. Warse than that, Myers and 
his character Pitka think its hilarious to 
explain their jokes. So between telling 
pe telling them again and again, and 

explaining the same joke, that leaves 
time to tell the story. Which is 
fine, vd be s, since there's not much of a 
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E 27-THU, JULY 3 


All showtimes are subject to change at 
pee awe tears eT 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


9094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat-Thu 1:30 


GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage) 
Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat-Thu 1:30 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 


190 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 
SPEED RACER (PG) 
Daily 1:15, 4:00, 6:55, 9:50 
hee ANGEL (14A, sexual con- 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:10, 6:50, 9:25; Sat 
1:40, 4:10, 6:50, 9:25, 11:50 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(18A, sexual content) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45; Sat 
1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45, 12:10 


THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vio- 


tence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:50, 7:25, 10:00; Sat 
2,05, 4:50, 7:25, 10:00, 12:20 


THEN SHE FOUND ME (144) 
Daily 1:30, 6:55 


PROM NIGHT (14A, violence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 10:10; Sat 10:10, 12:00 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:35, 7:20, 10:05; Sat 
1:25, 4:35, 7:20, 10:05, 12:15 


YOUNG AT HEART (PG) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:20, 6:45, 9:20; Sat 
1:55, 4:20, 6:45, 9:20, 11:35 


STREET KINGS (184A, violence) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:25, 7:00, 9:55; Sat 
1:50, 4:25, 7:00, 9:55, 12:15 
COLLEGE ROAD TRIP (G) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:35; Sat 
2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:35, 11:35 

NIM'S ISLAND (G) 

Daily 1:50, 4:45, 7:15 


DR. SEUSS' HORTON HEARS A WHO! 
(G) 

Dally 1:35, 4:40, 7:05, 9:15 

10,000 B.C. (PG, violence) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 4:05, 9:30; Sat 4:05, 9:30, 
12:05 

THE BANK JOB (14A, violence, nudity, 
mature themes) 


Fri, Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:15, 7:10, 9:45; Sat 
1:20, 4:15, 7:10, 2:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2235 
WALL-E (G) 
No passes Daily 12:00, 2:30, 5:10, 7:50, 


10:30; Digital Cinema, No passes Daily 
1,00, 4:10, 6:45, 9:30 


WANTED (184, gory scenes, brutal vio- 
lence) 


No passes Daily 12:50, 2:00, 3:30, 5:00, 
6:40, 8:00, 9:20, 10:40 


GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 


guage) 

Fri-Mon 12:10, es 3:10, 4:40, 5:30, 
7:20, 9:10, 1 

4:40, 7:20, 10:10; Wed Thu 4:40, 4:40, 
7:20, 10:10 


THE LOVE GURU (14A, crude content) 
Daily 12:40, 2:50, 5:30, 8:10, 10:35 


THE HAPPENING (14, gory scenes) 
Daily 1:20, 3:50, 7:15, 9:40 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

Daily 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:20 

YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(14A, sexual content) 

Fri-Mon 1:50, 4:50, 7:45, 10:25; Tue 1:50, 
4:50 

KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 

Daily 12:30, 3:00, 5:20, 7:40, 10:00 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 

Daily 1:15. 

IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Daily 4:20, 7:10, 10:05 


SEX AND THE CITY (184) 
Dally 12:20, 3:40, 6:50, 9:55 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, fright- 


ening scenes, violence) 
Daily 1:10, 4;00, 7:00, 9:50 


9:10, 10:25; No passes led- 
12:10, 1:50, 2:40, 4:15, 5:15, 6:40, 7:45, 
9:00, 10:25 


g: é 
: 
% fed 


Glas 


guage, 

No passes, Sneak preview: Tue 7:00, 
8:00, 9:30, 10:30; No passes 

Wed-Thu 11:45, 12:30, 2:00, 3:00, 4:30, 
5:30, 7:00, 8:00, 9:30, 10:30 


WALL-E (G) 
No passes Daily 12:00, 1:00, 2:30, 3:30, 
5:10, 6:45, 7:45, 9:15, 10:15 


WANTED (184, gory scenes, brutal vio- 
tence) 

No passes Daily 1:15, 2:15, 4:00, 5:00, 
7:15, 8:15, 10:00, 10:45 


THODA PYAAR THODA MAGIC (Hindi 
WES,T,, STC) 
Daily 12:45, 4:45, 8:30 


guage) 

Fri-Mon 12:50, 1:50, 3:45, 4:30, 6:50, 
8:00, 9:50, 10:45; Tue 12:50, 1:50, 3:45, 
4:30, 6:50, 9:50; Wed-Thu 12:50, 3:45, 
6:50, 9:50 


THE LOVE GURU (14A, crude content) 
Fri-Tue 12:20, 2:50, 5:15, 8:10, 10:30; 
Wed-Thu 12:20, 2:50, 5:15, 8:10, 10:45 


THE HAPPENING (144, gory scenes) 
Daily 12:15, 2:40, 5:20, 7:50, 10:15 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

Daily 1:30, 4:20, 7:30, 10:20 

YOUNG PEOPLE F...ING (18A, sexual 


content) 
Fri-Mon 10:00 


YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(14A, sexual content) 
Dally 1:45, 4:50, 7:40, 10:40 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Daily 11:50, 2:10, 4:40, 7:10, 9:20 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
Bon) 3:00, 6:45; Tue 11:45, 


IRON MAN (PG, not recommended for 
young children, violence) 
Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:20, 10:10 


SEX AND THE CITY (18A) 
ital CinemaFri-Wed 12:10, 3:20, 6:30, 
9:40; Thu 12:10, 3:20, 9:40 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, fright- 
ening scenes, violence) 

Daly, 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:45 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
8882-170 St, 444-1829 
DASAVATHARAM (TAMIL W/E-S.T.) 
(14A, violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:00, 5:30, 8:50; Mon-Thu 5:30, 
8:50 


MERE BAAP PAHLE AAP (HINDI 
W/E.S.T,) (PG) 

Fri-Sun 1:45, 6:00, 9:00; Mon-Thu 6:00, 
9:00 

MADE OF HONOR (PG, sexual content, 
coarse language) 

Fri-Sun 1:15, 4:20, 6:40, 8:45; Mon,Wed- 
Thu 4:30, 6:40, 8:45; Tue 4:20, 6:40, 8:45 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 7:30, 9:45; Mon,Wed- 
Thu 5:00, 7:30, 9:45; Tue 4:00, 7:30, 9:45 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(18A, sexual content) 

Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40; Mon,Wed- 
Thu 4:45, 7:15, 9:40; Tue 4:50, 7:15, 9:40 


THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vio- 


fence) 
Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:10, 6:50, 9:15; Mon, Wed- 
Thu 4:40, 6:50, 9:15; Tue 4:10, 6:50, 9:15 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 
Fri-Sun 2:00, 5:00, 7:00; Mon,Wed-Thu 
4:50, 7:00; Tue 5:00, 7:00 


21 (PG, violence, mature themes) 
Daily 9:10 


DR. SEUSS' HORTON HEARS A WHO! 
(G) 

Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:30, 6:20, 8:10; Mon,Wed- 
Thu 4:20, 6:20, 8:10; Tue 4:30, 6:20, 8:10 


10200-102 Ave. 421-7020 
a {18A, gory scenes, brutal vio- 


inca) 
Bob) Stereo Dita, No passes Fri-Tue 
1:20, 4:00, 7:20, 9:40; Wed-Thu.1:20, 
4:05, 7:20, 9:40 


WALL-E (G) 

Doloy Stereo Digital, No passes Daily 
12:30, 3:30, 7:00, 9:35 

THE HAPPENING (14A, gory scenes) 
DTS Digital Fri-Tue 12:40, 3:00, 7:25, 
9:50; Wed-Thu 7:25, 9:50 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 


HO ey 100, 350, 7:10, 10:00 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 


FILM! 


DTS Digital FriMon 12:10, 2:25, 4:25, 
6:40, 9:10; Tue-Thurs 12:10, 2:25, 4:25 
SEX AND THE CITY (184) 

Digital Presentation Daily 12:00, 3:10, 
6:25, 9:30 

THE LOVE GURU (144, crude content) 


No passes, DTS Digital Daily 1:10, 3:40, 
720, 10;05 


GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage) 

No passes, DTS Digital Fri-Tue 12:20, 
3:20, 6:30, 9:25; Wed-Thu 12:20, 3:20, 
6:30, 9:15 


i) 
DTS Digital Fri-Tue 12:50, 4:10, 6:50, 
9:20; Wed-Thu 12:50, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10 
HANCOCK (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage, crude content) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No Passes Tue 6:45, 
9:15; Wed-Thu 12:40, 4:00, 6:50, 9:25 


CLAREVIEW 10 


4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 
WANTED (18A, gory scenes, brutal vio- 


lence) 
No passes Daily 1:10, 3:45, 


WALL-E (G) 
No passes Daily 1:50, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30 


HANCOCK (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage, crude content) 

No Passes Tue 7:25, 9:45; Wed-Thu 
12:30, 2:45, 5:10, 7:25, 9:45 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

Daily 1:30, 4:00, 6:50, 9:25 

THE HAPPENING (14A, gory scenes) 
Daily 2:10, 4:30, 7:40, 10:00 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Dally 12:40, 2:50, 5:00, 7:10, 9:20 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, fright- 
ening scenes, violence) 

Fri-Mon 12:50, 3:40, 6:35, 9:15; Tue 
12:50, 3:40 


YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(14A, sexual content) 
Daily 1:20, 4:10, 7:05, 9:35 


5, 6:45, 9:40 


GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 


THE LOVE GURU (144, crude content) 
No Passes Fri-Sun 12:35, 2:40, 4:50, 
7:30, 9:55; Mon-Thurs 12:35, 2:40, 4:50, 
7:30, 9:55 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


WALL-E (G) 
No passes Fri 4:50, 7: 60; Sat-Thu 
12:00, 2:30, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50 


WANTED (18A, gary scenes, brutal vio- 
lence) 


No passes Fri 3:50, 7:15, 10:15; Sat-Thu 
12:50, 3:50, 7:15, 10:15 


GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 


guage) 
Fri 4:20, 7:30, 10:10; Sat-Thu 1:10, 4:20, 
7:30, 10:10 


THE LOVE GURU (144, crude content) 
Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Sat-Tue 12:30, 4:40, 
7:40, 10:20; Wed-Thu 12:30, 4:40, 7:05, 
10:30 


THE HAPPENING (14A, gory scenes) 
Fri 4:30, 7:10, 9:30; Sat-Mon 1:20, 4:30, 
7:10, 9:30; Tue 1:20, 4:30 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

Fri 4:00, 6:50, 9:45; Sat-Thu 1:00, 4:00, 
6:50, 9:45 


YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(14A, sexual content) 

Fri 3:30, 6:30, 9:20; Sat-Tue 12:10, 3:30, 
6:30, 9:20; Wed-Thu 12:20, 3:36, 6:30 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Fri 4:10, 7:00, 10:00; Sat-Thu 1:30, 4:10, 
7:00, 10:00 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, fright- 
ening scenes, violence) 

Fri 3:40, 6:45, 9:40; Sat-Thu 12:40, 3:40, 
6:45, 9:40 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Albert, 456-9622 
Thu, June 26, date of lesue only: 
THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) Thu, June 26, date of 
issue only: 12:50, 3:15, 5:20, 7:25, 9:35 
KUNG FU PANDA (PG) Thu, June 26, 
date of issue only: 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 6:50, 
8:50 
YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(14A, sexual content) Thu, June 26, date 
of issue only: 1:15, 3:25, 5:30, 9:50 
THE LOVE GURU (14A, crude content) 
No passes Thu, June 26, date of issue 
only: 12:40, 2:25, 4:10, 7:45, 9:45 
GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage) No passes Thu, June 26, date of 
issue only: 1:10, 3:20, 5:25, 7:30, 9:40 
SURE SHOT DOMBROWSKI (PG, not 
recommended for young children) Thu, 
June 26, date of issue only; 7:00 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 
960145 Aye, Camrose. 750-608-2144 
GET SMART [PG, violence, coarse lan- 


guage) 
Daily 6:55, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 1:55 


WALL-E (G) 
Daily 7:10 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 2:10 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

Fri-Mon 7:05 9:20; Sat-Sun 2:05; Tue-Thu 
9:00; Tue 2:05 


WANTED (18A, gory scenes, brutal vio- 


lence) 
Daily 7:00 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 2:00 


HANCOCK (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage, crude content) 
Tue-Thu 7:05 9:10; Thu 2:05 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Fri-Mon 7:15 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:15; Tue-Thu 
7:15; Tue-Thu 2:15 


TRO-352-3922 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Fri-Mon 7:10; Sat, Sun, Mon 1:10 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

Fri-Mon 9:35; Sat, Sun, Mon 3:35 

GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri-Mon 7:00, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Mon 1;00, 
3:30 

WANTED (18A, gory scenes, brutal vio- 
lence) 

Daily 1:00, 3:30, 7:10, 9:35 


WALL-E (G) 
Daily 1:05, 3:25, 7:05, 9:25 


HANCOCK (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage, crude content) 
Tue 7:00 9:20; Wed-Thu 12:55, 3:20, 


FANTASTIC PLANET (PG) / THE 
SNAILS (PG) 
Fri Sun 7:00; Sat 9:00 


ANTONIO GAUDI (STC) 
Fri Sun 9:00; Sat 7:00 


JUNE IS BIKE MONTH: PEDAL (STC) 
Mon 7:30 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


Parkland County 


WALE-E (G) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 
12:30, 2:40, 4:45 


WANTED (18A, gory scenes, brutal vio~ 
lence) 

Daily 7:10, 9:25; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 
12:45, 3:20 


THE LOVE GURU (144. crude content) 
Daily 7:15, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 1:10, 
3:00 

GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
Ban 7-05, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 1:00, 
9:15; Movies For Mommies: Tue 1:00 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Daily 6:55, 8:55; Sat, Sun, Tus, Thu 12:55 
3:10 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 


lening scenes) 
eso, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 1:05, 
335 
INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, violence, 
Fri-Mon 6:45; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:35, 3:05 


YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(144, sexual content) 


Daly 9:15 
HANCOCK (PG, violence, coarse lan- 


guage. crude content) 
Tue-Thu 7:00, 9:15; Thu 1:15, 3:20 


10357-82 Ave, 433-0728 


THE YEAR MY PARENTS WENT ON 
VACATION (PG) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat, Sun Tue 2:00 


THE SINGING REVOLUTION (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
Gren) 

Dally 7:00; Sat-Sun Tue 1:00 

WAR INC (144, coarse language, gory 

SCENES) 

Daily 9:00; Sat-Sun Tue 3:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St. 444-2400 


WALL-E (G) 
No Passes Daily 11:50, 2:25, 5:00, 7:35 
10310 


WANTED (184A, gory scenes, brutal vio- 
lence) | 
No passes Dally 1:40, 4:45, 7:40, 10:45 | 
GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse len- 
guage) 

Fri-Mon 12:40, 1:20, 3:40, 4:15, 6:30, 
7-30, 9:20, 10:20; Tue 12:40, 1:30, 3:40, 
3 30, 9:20; Wed 3:40, 6:30, 9:20; 
Thu 12:40, 3:40, 6:30, 9:20; Star 

Strollers screening: Wed 1:00 


THE LOVE GURU (144 crude content) 
Daily 12:00, 2:20, 4:50, 8:00, 10:25 


THE HAPPENING (144, gory scenes) | 
Daily 1:20, 4:40, 7:15, 10:40 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 
Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00 


YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(14A, sexual content) 
Daily 12:20, 3:20, 6:40, 9:30 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Fron 12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 7:20. 
12:10, 2:40, 5:00; Wed-Thu 


KUNG FU PANDA: THE IMAX | 
EXPERIENCE (PG) 
Daily 11:45, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30 


TRON MAN [PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Fri-Sun, Tue 12:50, 3:45, 6:50, 9:40; Mon | 
12:50, 3:45, 9:40; Wed-Thu 6:50, 9:40 


SEX AND THE CITY (184) 
Daily 12:45, 3:50, 6:55, 10:15 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, inght- 

ening scanes, violence) = 
Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:30 


HANCOCK (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage, crude content) 

No passes, Sneak preview: Tue 7:1 
8;00, 9:45, 10:45; No passes 
Wed-Thu 12:10, 1:1 30, 3:55, 5:00, 
7:00, 7:55, 9:45, 10: 


| __ WESTMOUNT CENTRE | 


111 Ave, Grost Rid. 455-8725 
WALL-E (G) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No peas Fri 7:00, 
9:25; Sat-Thu 1:00, 3:40, 7:00, 9:25 


HANCOCK (PG, violence, coarse tan- 
guage, crude content) 

Brs Deital No passes Tue 7: 15, 9:40; 
Wed-Thu 12:50, 3:20, 7:15, 9:40 


GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage) 

No Passes, DTS Digital Fri 6: 
Passes, DTS Digital Sat-Mon 
6:40, 9:10; DTS Digital Tue-Thurs 12:40 
3:10, 6:40, 9:10 + 
KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 

Dobby Digital Fri 6:50, 9:00; Sat-Thu 1:10, 
3:30, 6:50, 9:00 

THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence. 
frightening scenes} 

DTS Digital Fri 7:10, 9:40; Sat-Mon 12:50, 
3:20, 7:10, 9:40; Tue 12:50, 0 


[WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Fre Mon 7:10; Sat, Sun, Mon 1:10 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, 
frightening scenes) Fri-Mon 9:35; 
Sun, Mon 3:35 

GET SMART (PG, violencs, coarse fan- 
quage} Fri-Mon 7:00, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Mon 
1:00, 3:30 


WANTED (18A, gory scanes, brutal wo- 


“ah 


and 


9:45; Tue 
12:50, 3:45 


40, 9:10; No 


tence} 
Daly 1:00, 3:30, 7:10, 9:35 


WALL-E (G) 
Dally 1:05, 3:25, 7:05, 9:25 


HANCOCK (PG, violence, coarse Ian 
quage, crude content) 

Tue 7:00, 9:20; Wed-Thu 12:55, 3:20, 
6:55, 9:20 


JUN 26 391UL 2, 2008 ),). WUE WEEE 


31) 


MUSIC 


Edmonton's Eamon McGrath prepares to release the hounds 
LOCAL PUNK ROCK MUSICIAN STEELS HIMSELF TO RELEASE HIS CHAMPION CITY DEBUT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
y | here’s a photo of me with 
my dad—I'm on his lap and 
I'm wearing his headphones. 
lowe a lot to him, actually, to be hon- 
est with you. My dad’s the guy who 
showed me the Clash. Straight up, 
he’s responsible for me loving that 
attitude. From a really early age I kind 
of knew what | respected and didn’t 
respect about music. It’s punk, right? 
It changed my life.” 

Talk to Edmonton musician Eamon 
McGrath for even just a few minutes 
apd it quickly becomes apparent that 
he knows, and loves, his music. And 
he’s been loving it since those early 
days when his dad was showing him 
the ropes with the Clash and the 
Smiths, letting McGrath soak up the 
music on his own terms, even before 
he really understood what punk meant 

“It wasn’t even intentional at this 
point; you just come down from your 
room on Saturday morning and your 
dad's got a record on that just sounds 
fucking crazy,” he reminisces. “I 
remember meeting somebody who 
didn’t know who Bob Dylan was and I 
just remember thinking that was so 
fucked. How do you not know that? 
Eyery one of my friends does, and 
€very one of my parents’ friends does. 
I probably just looked at this kid like 
he had a third leg or something. You 
totally take it for granted.” 

By the time McGrath was 13 he was 
playing in a punk band, graduating 
from hall shows into the clubs with 
his dad on roadie duty, driving the 
young musician around and hauling 
the amp for him. That scene lasted for 
a few years, but by the time McGrath 
was 16 he was tired of playing noth- 
ing but loud punk rock and he started 
strumming an acoustic guitar, work- 
ing on his lyrics and beginning the 
album that would eventually become 

/ild Dogs, set for release this week on 
Champion City Records 

“It must have been the tail end of 
2006 we started working on it, which 
is weird because I'm a ‘three takes and 
out’ recording style kind of guy,” 
McGrath explains of the process of get- 
ting the album ready for release. “It 
took literally a year to mix, which is 
fine—it was kind of a shitty time to 
reflect on this record that had been sit- 
ting on someone's hard drive for a 
year, but hearing it was crazy, espe- 
gially because the whole thing was 
written about this girl 1 was seeing, 
and then in the whole span of time 
that the album was being made I was 
seeing somebody else and left that per- 
son, too. So the songs, hearing them 
again, had this whole weird new place 
ip my life and it was like hearing 


SUN, UN 29 (8PM) 
EAMON MCGRATH & THE 
WILD DOGS 


WITH 0 THIEVES 
WUNDERBAR, $5 


hooded 
— 
co 
c 
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somebody else singing them to you.” 


THE DISTANCE BETWEEN the moment 


of creation and the ultimate release of 
the album has been lengthy, and it’s 
been both frustrating and inspiring for 
McGrath in the time since he put 
down the first tracks for Wild Dogs. He 
sees little point in writing 
songs and then holding onto 
them for months, or even 
years, before actually playing 
them for people, admiting 
that he simply doesn’t have 
the patience for that 
approach—the two-year cycle of 
record-tour-record that rules the 
music industry these days. 

“Songs move too quickly for that,” 
he contends. “Instead of doing that, 
why wouldn’t you write a song, release 
the song, put the song out and then six 


vueweckly.com 


months later find a band and change 
the arrangement, do something new 
with it. You’re changing what the 
song's about, you're putting it into a 
totally new context, and that’s just so 
much more exciting than dwelling on 
it and trying to perfect something that 
ultimately doesn’t mean the same 
thing anyway if you're singing it at a 
different point down the road.” 

And so that was exactly what 
McGrath did, starting up a band sim- 
ply called the Wild Dogs and kicking 
his songs back and forth, keeping 
them alive and changing well after he 
had recorded the Wild 
Dogs record. 

“When we started 
recording it | was play- 
ing these solo shows 
and then all the track- 
ing was done and | just 
remember being so fucking bored with 
everything, and I was like, ‘These songs 
sound exactly the same every time I 
play them and | don’t know what to 
do,’ so 1 got three guys to come and 
pump some liquor into them,” he 
recalls. “I wanted to bring together 
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those two sides of what I was doing ... 
the songwriting—actually having songs 
with lyrics—and then the thrashy, hard- 
core punk energy and zeal.” 


THE WHOLE POINT of starting up the 


band was to keep McGrath interested 
in making music, and, for him, the 
only way to do that was to let the 
songs breathe and evolve naturally 
and spontaneously; McGrath simply 
has no interest in rehashing the same 
approach down the road. He also sees 
a continued effort at creativity as 
being beneficial to both the band and 
the audience. 

“The bottom line is that no 
one wants to be bored—that’s 
how bands break up,” he 
laughs. “If you're bored with 
the songs you’re playing, 
there’s no reason to keep 
playing music for you, but if you’re 
excited every time you get on stage 
and you never know what's going to 
happen ... 

“(The Wild Dogs] don’t even really 
rehearse, so we have no fucking idea,” 
he continues. “We rehearse like once 


KATIE ROX / 38 
MARK SULTAN / 39 


before we play and sometimes not at 
all, and for better or for worse that’s 
backfired on us totally, but sometimes 
you plug your guitar in and you tune it 
and you go to the bar and come back 
and everybody's ready to play and it’s 
just like, ‘Let's go.’ Someone will strum 
a chord and it’s like, ‘What's going to 
happen?’ and that’s an amazing feel- 
ing. Bands that rehearse songs until 
they're perfect, | don’t think they fee! 
that. No one has any clue.” 

While there are plenty of bands out 
there who do stick to the same set for 
years, sometimes even whole careers, 
there’s something unnatural about 
doing that. It seems ridiculous to 
think that a moment in time can be 
captured on record and that the artist 
can then freeze themselves within 
that particular moment for purely 
mercenary purposes of marketing. 

“You meet new people, you change 
all the time as a person—there literally 
is no reason why you shouldn’t go 
back and look at what you're doing 
and make it new,” McGrath says. 
“That’s why it’s fun to play with a 
band, because every time you jam with 
somebody they completely change 
your song and it’s awesome when that 
happens. You're getting someone 
else’s fingerprint, their interpretation, 
their reaction to what you write.” 


IT’S AN IMPORTANT distinction in 


McGrath's philosophy that he sees the 
band and the audience as like-minded 
groups involved in a communal expe- 
rience when it comes to music—the 
drive is the same on both sides of the 
stage, even when there is no physical 
barrier between the two. 

“Is all the same desire to be excited 
about playing live for people,” he 
explains. “It’s like when you go toa 
punk show, a good DIY basement 
show or hall show, there’s no stage, 
there’s a circle pit, people are climbing 
over each other and the audience and 
the band are the same thing. You can 
do that in musical ways, too; if you're 
improvising something and your jam- 
ming and changing a song on the spot, 
you're just as excited about what's 
going to happen as the audience is. 

"The togetherness and that under- 
standing that we're all on the same 
level, we're all in it together—you like 
my music and | like that you like it— 
that makes us the same,” he adds. 
“Right now, I don’t know what's going 
to happen in this song and you don't 
know what's going to happen in this 
song—we'’re in this together. We're 
trying to figure this out in the same 
way at the same time and we're both 
as excited about it. That's so punk, 
this egalitarian approach to music.” w 


Doane just wants to have fun these days 


ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vueweekly.com 
uu might not remember her, but 
you know Melanie Doane. 
The Lilith Fair alum was a rock 
radio hit machine back in the late 
1990s with songs like “Happy Home- 
maker,” “Still Desire You” and 
“Adam's Rib” all spending time in 
heavy rotation. 

But you can be forgiven for forget- 
ting. It has, after all, been five years 
since she’s released a new album. 
After giving birth to two children, 
lending her talent to other artists and 
coming up with a unique concept for 
a new disc, Doane is back with A 
Thousand Nights. The album features 
both cover songs and original num- 
bers with an impressive mix of who's 
who in Canadian music as guest 
vocalists. — 

“It's really intimate,” Doane 
explains from her home in Toronto. 
“It’s really simple. It’s really just musi- 
cal and reflecting this moment in time 
where we're having fun together.” 

Musicians she had fun with while 
recording include none other than 
Ron Sexsmith, Blue Rodeo’s Jim 
Cuddy and her husband, Ted Dykstra. 

Sexsmith was the first musician she 
approached and his positive response 
gave her the courage to go after her 
top choices for other songs. “|My 
choice of artist] came from the song 
choices,” she said. “I wanted to serve 
the songs. I've never done covers. The 
first one was ‘Devoted to You’ by the 
Everly Brothers.” 

When she began tossing around 
ideas for a vocalist to accompany her 
on the harmonies, her friend and bass 
player in her band suggested Sex- 
smith. “I finally got the guts to ask 
him,” she remembered. “He was in 
Australia and he emailed me back 
saying, ‘I love that song.” 


BUT THE GUEST LIST isn’t the only 
impressive part of the credits on this 
record, Doane, trained first as a musi- 
cian then a vocalist, also played several 


of the instruments herself, including 
guitar, violin, mandolin, piano and bass. 

"This [album] was really kind of a 
project—it wasn’t about crazy produc- 
tion or trying to compete with what- 
ever is going on who knows where,” 
she says. “It was about having fun 
playing songs | love.” 


MA | SAT JUNE 28 (7:30 PM) 
MELANIE DO 


FESTIVAL PLACE, $28-$22 


‘PREVU 


In fact, until recently, she thought 
the songs wouldn’t make it beyond 
the ears of close family and friends. 
Her relaxed approach to the creation 
and delivery of the record is indicative 
of her new role as musician-mom, 
she suggests. 

Touring will now be a sporadic 
affair with a few shows here and 
there; it’s a far cry from the days she 
spent living in a mini-van while tour- 
ing the country. 

“(That’s] the nature of my world 
right now,” she says. “I can do a cou- 
ple of shows and go home for a bit. I 
think the days of being out [on the 
road] for months and months on end, 
certainly the days of living with my 
band in a mini-van—| can’t do it.” 

Although her children have 
changed her touring style, they're also 
to thank for the shape of the record. 
Doane originally wanted it to be a col- 
lection of lullaby songs. That didn’t 
quite pan out, but it provided a start- 
ing point. 

“Of course it’s changed who I 
am,” Doane notes. “This album is 
showing that time passing. It’s 
expressing some of that love I have 
for my children. Also, realizing 
that’s not just all that | am. It 
reflects that parenting side of me, 
but also the musician.” v 
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MONDAY JUNE 30 


ELIZABETH 


JUNIOR PANTHERZ » HEADBAND 


Cogs | 


TUESDAY JULY 1 


RED & WHITE CANADA DAY BI BASH 


MOTHER MOTHE 


DUDES - RAPTORS - RED RAM 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARTERY Katie Stelmanis, liifit Outfit 
Alena Manera {EP release show) 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage, 
Spm 

BLUES ON WHYTE Auntie Kate and 
the Uncles of Funk 


CATALYST THEATRE Duane 
Andrews Quartet: 7:30pm; $22 at TX 
on the Square; Jaz Fest 


CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE Chocolate 
Butfet: Bill Richards Trio; 6pm; Jazz 
Fest 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6- 
10pm. 


CITADEL MACLAB THEATRE Dovid 
Liebman Quartet, Wayne Feschuk 
Tho; 7:30pm; $40 at Citadel box 
office; Jazz Fest 


DAUID Guitar heroes 


DUKES BAR AND GRILL Dukes 
Patio; local singer songwriters every 
Thu night; Michael Raul: 7-Spm; no 
cover 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band; Spm 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Cosmic Gate, 
Global Experience; 8pm; tickets avail- 
able at at TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Dan Skakun; 8pm 
11pm; $7; Jazz Fest 


HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN 
CHURCH John Denver—Rocky 
Mountain Memories: Tim Arychuk, 
Hank Karas, Dwane Kunitz, Marleigh 
Rouault, Holly Wright (guitar): 7pm 
(door), 8pm (show): $10 (preview 
night) 


HULBERT'S Nathan Ouelette Trio; 
8pm; $15 at ticketSource, Jazz Fest 


IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos, no 


cover; Bpm 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-\1pm 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 830pm-12:30am 


SJEFFREY'S CAFE Rollanda Lee (jazz), 
$15; Jazz Fest 


JET NIGHTCLUB Boonstock Battle 
of the Bands 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM China 
Quake Reliet Concert—Hebuild a 
School in Sichuan: Third Street Beat 
(hip hop), Jason Greeley, Chinese 
musical instruments/soprano solo, 
and dance by the Cheramash 
Uirainian Dance Company; 7:30pm 
$20 (donation) at Asia Books, 
Edmonton Chinatown Multicultural 
Centre, 618 SUB. 

www. EdmontonChing.ca 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence {jazz piano), 8pm 


LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage Thursdays with Gary Thomas 


MADISON'S GRILL David Liebman 
Quartet, Wayne Feschuk Trio; 7:30pm: 
Jazz Fest 


NEW CITY £ Town Beat Down, The 
Unwanted, Balls Out Face First 
Thrashtic Fibrosis, Brother Voodoo; no 
minors; 7pm (door); $12 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


O'BYANE'S Scott Cook 


PAWN SHOP NAMLS WLCM 
Electro-Night 


STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY 
Explorations—Concert Seven 
Celebrations; The Edmonton Creative 
Musicians’ Collective (ECMC}; Mike 
Gillespie, Thom Golub, Brett Miles, 
Rob Thompson, Bryan Sim, Glen 
Halls, William Jamieson, Marc 
Beaudin, Glen Halls Trio; Zpmy $15 
(adult$10 (student/senior) at door, 
TIX on the Square 


STARLITE ROOM Hey Rosetta, The 
Coast, Shuyler Jansen; Bpm (door); 
$10 {door} 


URBAN LOUNGE 2008 Rexall 


Edmonton indy Race for the House 


Band: Battle of the Bands: Rocket 
Sauce, Bonafide, and Smart Alex: 
Spm (door); $5 {door} 


WILD WEST Steal Toe Boots 


WORKS STREET STAGE Jim Findlay 
Trio (12-2pml; The Cedar Taver 
Singers (5-5:45pm); Vintags Mangos 
(6:15-7pm); Cuckatoo (7:30-9:30pm) 
YARDBIRD SUITE Michael 
Occhipinti “Sicilian Project”: Spm; $22 
at TIX on the Square; Jazz Fest 


ZEMARTS Terry Jorden (piano); 7- 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop, lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight. DU 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY McHASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
DJs DU Degree. Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY | Love '80s Party: with 
Blue Jay, Nazz Nomad; no minors: 
8:30pm (door) 


NEW CITY Bingo hosted by Dexter 
Nebula and Anarchy Adam; no 
minors; 10pm; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm: 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: classic 
rock, R&B, urban and dance with DU 
Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


PAWN SHOP $10 


PREVUE / MON, JUN 30 (8 PM) / 


pen bee VIP (country 


CATALYST THEATRE Yves Leveille 
Sextet; 7:30pm; $22 at TIX on the 
Square; Jazz Fast 
CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE Bob Kitt: 
Spm; Jazz Fast 


CENTURY CASINO Matt Dusk 7pm; 
$34.95 at TicketMaster 


CITADEL MACLAB THEATRE Molly 


Johnson, Andrew Glover Trio; 7:30pm: 


$95; Jazz Fest 
EARLY STAGE Scott Cook Trio 


FOUR ROOMS Rhonda Withnell; 
Spm-12amy $7; Jazz Fest 


FRESH START Live music Fridays: 
‘Anna Beaumont Duo; 6-Spm 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Yes Nice, 
Parachute Penguin; Spm-3am 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Young and 
Sexy, The Library Voices, Doug Hoyer, 
‘8pm; $10 (door) 


WILD OATS AND NOTES MUSIC 
FESTIVAL-TOFIELD Barley Wik. Joe 
Nolan, 88 and the Backsliders; 9pm; 
$20 (Fri night/$70 (weekend 
pass)/$10 (weekend camping, pay at 
‘the gatel/free (child under 16); no. 
dogs; tickets available at Earth’s 
General Store, proceeds to VOCAL 
vocalalberta.com; www.oatsand- 
nates, blogspot.com. 


WILD WEST Stee! Toe Boots 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Night of Fire: 
African Immigrant Students Success: 
Souljah Fyah, Politic Live, Tsehaye 
Debebe, intoré and guests; 7pm. 
(door), 8pm (show); $25 (adult)/$15 
{student/senior) at TIX on the Square; 
benefit concert. proceeds to the 
Project Torchtight 


PREVUE / THU, JUN 26 (8 PM) / JONATHAN RICHMAN / 
SLED ISLAND, $23.10 
What are you still doing here? Make like a Roadrunner and go 
down to Calgary for Jonathan Richman. 


HULBERT'S Brett Miles; 8pm; $15 at 
ticketSource, Jazz Fest 

IRISH CLUB Jam session; 8pm; no 
cover 

JEFFREYS CAFE Edmonton Jazzfest 
Diva Series: Shelley Jones; $15; Jazz 
Fest 

JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
JET NIGHTCLUB Tanya Tucker, 
guests; 7pm; $36.75 {adv\/$44.50 (day 
of) at TicketMaster 

JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (jazz piano); 8pm 

MEAD HALL Above the Ashes. Kill 
Kelsey, Gods Empty Promise, We 
Found the Body; no minors; 8pm, 
(door); $10 


MURRIETA'S Terry Jorden (piano); 8- 
10pm 


JUNIOR PANTHERZ / 


Junior Panther is back, and | for one am excited to have my 


face clawed to shreds again! 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit !1 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal Thuraday 
with org666 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 0.) 
Degree and DJ Generic 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AMIS CAFE Erin Ross 


BLUES ON WHYTE Auntie Kate and 
the Uncles of Funk 

CARROT Live music Fridays: Lynett 
McKell; all ages, 8pm; $5 (door) 


CASINO EDMONTON Sweet 
Tequila (country rock) 


IMUTTART HALL-ALBERTA 
COLLEGE Kaley Bird (CD release con- 
cent), Jamie Philp, Aldon Martinkus, 
Craig Egan, and Jeff Ramsey; Bpmr 
$10 at TIX on the Square 

OBYRNES Chris Wynters 


O'MAILLE’S IRISH PUB Slowbum; 
Spm-Tam 


ON THE ROCKS Ext 303 with Dy 
Shawnibis 

PAWN SHOP Katie Rox acoustic 
show, the Matines, quests; 9pm; $10 
STARLITE ROOM Hey Ocean, 
quests: $10 (door) 

STEEPS—OLD GLENORA Lidsey 
Walker and Drew Malcolm: 8:30pm; 
no cover 

TAPHOUSE Apache Aose, Lipht, 
Killing Lies; 9pm 

TEMPLE 1.6.1 Psydays: Techno Hippy 
Crew, 9pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Smart Alex: Spm 
{doork: $5 {door} 


Y — JUN 26- JUL 2, 2008 


MUSIC 


WORKS STREET STAGE Marshall 
Lawrence (12-2pm); Le Fuzz (2:30- 
3:15pm); The Cedar Tavem Singers 
(3:45-4:30pm); Man Ray Gun (5- 
5:45pm); The Ways (6:15-7pm); The D 
Buxton Revue (7:30-8:15pm); Trad 
Badour (8:45-930pm) 


YARDBIRD SUITE David Virelles 
Quintet, 9pm, $25 at TIX on the 
Square; Late Night: Bob Tildesley at 
Midnight, $10 at TIX on the Square: 
Jazz Fest 


ZENARY'S Terry Jorden (piano); 5- 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday, Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James, no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday 
DJs spin Wooftop and Main Floor: 
Eclectic jams with Nevine-indie, soul, 
motown, new wave, electro 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made 'em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm. 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and "70s progressive rock. disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop, 
house, mash up; no minors 


ESMERALDA’ Ezzies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the best in country 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


GINGUR SKY Chinese Assassin 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and '60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 
Biteh! Fridays: electro, indie, altema- 
tive, techno with DJs Dervish, 
Squirrelly 8, guests; no minors; Spm 
(door) 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freak Out: 
fockandrall/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with Us Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (tram CJSR’s Your 
‘Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whir 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH otro to News classic 
rock, A&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; 9pm-2am, no cover 


USIC WEEKLY 


RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Megs Watson 
ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa 
merengue-bachata-house-reggeaton- 
urban-old school with DJ Spice 
‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Doep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco: 
Tpm-12midnight 

STARLITE ROOM The In Stereo Tour 
0.) Donald Glaude vs. DJ Dan; 8pm, 
$25-$40 at TickdtMaster 


STOLU'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People's DJ 
STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 
‘TEMPLE 1G. Psydays: Every 2nd Fri 
PsyTrance, Beats and the dance-y 
stuff with the Techno Hippy Crew, 
guests 
URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays. 
Reggae with Bomb Squad 

Fridays with the Pony 


'WUNDERBAR 
Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: Shuyler Jansen; live acoustic 
music every Saturday afternoon; 4- 
Bpm; no cover 

BLUES ON WHYTE Antic Kate and 
the Uneles of Funk Saturday 
Afternoon Jam hosted by Brian Petch 
CARROT Open mic Saturdays; 7:30- 
10pm, 

CASINO EDMONTON Sweet 
Tequila {country rock} 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD VIP (country 
rock} 

CATALYST THEATRE Carlos Bica 


Trio; $25 at TIX on the Square: Jazz 
Fest 


CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE Rob 
Thompson; Spm; Jazz Fest 
CENTURY CASINO David Wilcox: 
7pm; $34.95 at TicketMaster 
CITADEL MACLAB THEATRE 
Naturally 7, ‘Nuf Sed; 7:30pm: $35; 
Jaz Fest 

EARLY STAGE SALOON Saturday 
Live Music: Scott Cook Tho 
FESTIVAL PLACE Melanie Doane; 
7:30pm; tickets at TicketMaster 
FILTHY McNASTY'S Open stage 
Saturdays hosted by The Love Shove 
and guests; 1pm (door), 2-6pm (show) 
FOUR ROOMS Mo Lefever; Spm- 
12am; $7; Jazz Fest 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Kelly Alanna 
with Christina; 8pm 


HULBERT'S The Geo K. World 
Explorations Jazz Trio; 8pm; $15 at 
ticketSource; Jazz Fest 


IRISH CLUB The Sheepdogs; 9pm; 
fo cover 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
37:30pm; country/rock band 9pm- 
Zam 


JEFFREYS CAFE Edmonton Jazztest 
Diva Series: Helena Magerowski: $15: 
Jam Fest 

MEAD HALL intuman, Lucifer 
Project, Skepsis, no minors; 8pm 
(door), $10 

MORANGO’S TEK CAFE The 
Honeybees: 


MURRIETA'S Terry Jorden (piano); 8 
10pm. 


O'MAILLE’S IRISH PUB Slowburn: 
Spm-tamn 


ON THE ROCKS Exit 303 witih DJ 
Crazy Dave 

PAWN SHOP Of Angels, Fake Shark, 
Rio Bent; 8pm (door): $10 

ROCK PUB AND GRILL Molsons Sat 
jam/open stage 4-8pn 

STARLITE ROOM The Hawaiian 
Bibles, The Ferris Wheel, Blind Tiger. 
Tiger, no minors, 8pm: $10 (door) 


STRATHERM PUB Open stage 2nd 


“| don’t love anything | write,” Tim 
Bake is carefully. “| can see the 
} of it, but the wrongness, too: 
‘may contradict itself, be pre- 


‘itas a band.” 
- ey Ro i's songwriter seems. 
| relieved his Newfoundland six-piece’s 


Up eg is gar- 


Shortly after coming back, he'd gathered 
“the core of Hey Rosetta! around him and 
they were working on an EP and touring. 

The band’s songs have developed 
since the earliest recordings. “We 
maybe have more of a unified sound,” 


_ Baker offers. “We'd been together six 


‘months when we made the first record. 
inte Your Lungs was written for our 
setup and our experience and how we 
were playing live, what we knew we 
could do as a band. The full-length made 
it more concentrated and hard-hitting.” - 
Appreciation for the album's possibili- 
ties extended beyond musical textures 
and structures. Baker's lyrics are literate 
in-an almost exact sense, unfurling like 
McSweeney's short stories—a little 
oblique, but strongly narrative. 
“1 took creative writing at Concor- 


dia, and | read a lot—especially in the 
van, with earplugs,” he laughs. “I'm 
very much inspired not by certain liter- 
ature or authors but by [literature] in 
general. Lyrics on their own for the 
most part can be really crappy—a 
book or poems go so much deeper and 
more clear, since they don't‘have to 
thyme or combine with music. But | 
Start with chords, riffs, mumble some 
honsense—big things, global things, 
personal things—funny words come 
out when you're singing, and you cre- 
ate a song around the line. It doesn't 
just flow out, but it does happen— 
albeit after hours and hours!” 

Baker concludes quietly. “But you 
know, there’s always a moment after 
where you think, ‘How the fuck did this 
happen? How did | make this?’” w 


2008 REXALL EOMONTON 
INDY RACE FOR THE , 

HOUSEBAND “BOTB"S, 

‘ 


EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL 


Sat of each month; 5-Spm; followed 
by karaoke 
TAPHOUSE Molson open stage jam 
with The Taphouse Rockers hosted by 
Carmen Cook, 4pm-Spm 


TEMPLE 0h Snap!: Oh Snap! with 
Degree, All Gut Dus; Spm; Girls Are 
Gonna Work It Out a Breast Cancer 
Fundraiser 


URBAN LOUNGE Smart Alex Spm 
(doar); $5 (door) 


VELVET Canada 
Heart Techno with Chis Liberator, 
Bpm; $10 (door) 


WILD OATS AND NOTES MUSIC 
FESTIVAL John Henry, Trevar Tehir, 
Romi Mayes, Barley Wik, Alien 
Rebels, Ben Sures, Banda Barra, 
Three Blind Mie, The Polyjesters. 
Jessica Heine, Cousin Harley, 1pm; 
www.oatsandnotes. blogspot.com; 
$30 at Earth's General Store 


WILD WEST Steel Toe Boots 


WORKS STREET STAGE Kat Danser 
(12-12:45pm); Second World (1:15- 
2pm); The Line Atlantic (5-5:45pm); 
Christian Hansen and the Autistics 
{6:15-7pm); Wheat Pool [7:30-9:30pm) 
XCWRECKS Open stage Saturdays: 
gear supplied, everyone welcome 
YARDBIAD SUITE Jeff Antoniuk 
Project, Oles/Koonse Duo, Spm, $25 
at TIX on the Square; Late Night: Dino 
Dominelli Quartet, midnight, $10 ot 
TIX on the Square; Jazz Fest 


CLASSICAL 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Petro Polujin 
{classical guitar); 8pm 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ Soundwave 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Saturday 
DJs on two levels. Main Floor: 


Menace Sessions: alt 
tock/electro/trash with Miss 
Mannered featuring 


BUDDY'S Uniie night for men only. 
free pool and toumey, DJ Amowchaser 
DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s and 
70s progressive rock, disco, and elec- 
tronic Indie with Joe! Reboh. 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Fock hip hop. 
house, mash up 

ESMERALDA'S Super Parties: Every 
Sata different theme 

FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone Gold 
Mash-Up; with Harmen 6 and DJ 
Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
tracks, rock, retro with DJ Damian 


GINGUR SKY Sovlout Saturdays 


HALO For Those Who Know: house 
every Sat with DJ Junior Brown, Luke 
Morrison, Nestor Delano, Ari Rhodes 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizie Saturday: DJ 
Groovy Cuvy and guests 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Saturdays real altemative, classics, 
punk with DJ Nazz Nomad; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday 
‘Sucks: electro, industrial, alt and indy, 
rock with Dus Greg Gory and Blue Jay; 
Ss) 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 
Suggestive Saturdays: breaks electro 
houss with Pl residents 


RED STAR Saturdays indie rock. hip 
hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly 
and quests 


RENDEZYOUS Survival metal night 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Roller 
Skating Disco: Top 40 request with a 
mix of retro and disco; 1-Spm and 
Tom-12 midnight 


‘STOLLES ON WHYTE Top 40, A&B, 


house with People's DJ 


TEMPLE 0h Snap!; Every Saturday 
with Degree and Allout Qus with 
‘weekly guests; Spm 

WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and local 
bands 

Y AFTERHOURS felease Saturday. 
This Is ¥...Knstoft (CD release) 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARTERY Jaz'Art Pierre Paul 

Bugesud (bass), Jamie Philp (quitar), 
Bill Richars, Gord Graber (drums) with 
visual artists; The Works/Centre 


JAZZ FESTIVAL we 
DANCE PARTY, FEAT H 


* ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave, 780-758-9856 * AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB ] 


2008 REXALL EDMONTON 
8307-99 St, 430-9200 « BACKROOM VODKA BAR 103244-82 Ave, upstairs, 496-4418 » BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 


INDY RACE FOR ate 9a 
HOUSEBAND “BOTB” | 
‘Ave, 439-3981 * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 » CAFE LEVA 11053- ‘ 


VENUE 
GUIDE 


mourn wood 
ES 


WHERE THEY ARE 


MACLAB CENTRE-LEDUC 986-5412 » McCDOUGALL 
HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald Dr * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 * MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 10118-79 St * NEW CITY 10087 

Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Blvd * ‘O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 * O"MAILLE'S IRISH PUB 398 St Albert Trail * ON THE ROCKS 
11730 Jasper Ave, 482-4767 * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St sib OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St. 423-1643 « OVERTIME SOUTH 

\itemud Crossi » 17 * PAWN SHOP 10551-92 Ave, Upstairs, 14. ¢ PLANET 
Hee serra Lerten Be St Abert® PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 * POLISH HALL 10960-104 St » RED STAR 10538 Jesper 
Ave, 428-0825 * RENDEZVOUS PUB 10108-149 St, 780-444-1822 « ROBERTSON WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209-123 St» ROCK PUB AND GRILL 570 St Albert Tr, 

iS IGE LOUNGE 10111-117 St, 482-5253 » SAPPHIRE RESTAU! 2 

Tbaonen Ave, 43800) * SIDELINERS PUB toe 127 St, 453-6006  SPORTSWORLD 13710-104 St ¢ STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square * STARLITE ROOM 1000-102 St, 426-1099 « STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA ILENORA 12: 


Jager Shots 


11-MIDNIGHT 
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18/193 
TIX$24* apy 


TICKETS WOW OH SALE. 


aBA 


SECOND DATE Annet DUE 10 


000000000009 


POPULAR DEMAND! 


0000000000000000000000 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO 
ALL. SHOWS DOORS AT SPM 


Lil Wayne's clairvoyance 


BACKLASH BLUES 


AOLAND PEMBERTON 
= roland @yueweekly.com 


Lil Wayne is the hip-hop media figure du- 
jour—a mutation of Southern subject 
matter (money, cars, clothes, hoes) and 
East coast lyrical proficiency. At age 25, 
he released his sixth studio album, Tha 
Carter Ii, a couple weeks ago. It features 
T-Pain, Juelz Santana, Robin Thicke, 
Kanye West and Babyface, but somehow 
sounds nothing like anything to ever hit 
the pop charts. He is an American boy, a 
product of the 20th century, an idiot 
savant, an alien and a pop genius all 
rolled into one. He recreationally drinks 
cough syrup and hates the cops. And 
now, if you can trust sales figures (you 
typically can’t), he can add psychic to his 
personality profile. 

Innocently enough, one of the first 


tracks to surface from Tha Carter Ii! still 
stands as its simplest. Produced by 
Bangladesh, “A Milli” is not much more 
than a looped sample of someone saying 
“I'm illi” ad nauseam, errant screams and 
minimalist, high-low drum work inspired by 
the Neptunes’ beat for “Drop It Like It's 
Hot.” It is classified as Wayne's “street” 
single (a harder balance to his rap ballad 
“Lollipop”), yet it doesn’t have a chorus and 
is straight battle rap for 3:25. It’s. a strict 
contrast to the fearful hand wringing of 
most other major label rap acts panicked 
for single spins and it’s been an unexpect- 
ed hit with rappers and fans alike. 

LL Cool J, Lil’ Mama, Fabolous, Chris 
Brown, Jay-Z, Jadakiss, Busta Rhymes 
and The Game have all dropped 
freestyles over the beat in question, rais- 
ing Wayne's profile and noting the suc- 
cess of the beat. Minimalism is firmly in 
place at the top of rap in all sectors, 
including more underground acts like the 
Cool Kids. Most interestingly, Lil Wayne's 


claim of being “a millionaire” on the track 
was actually prescient in a way he proba- 
bly didn’t realize. After one week of 
release, Tha Carter Ill has sold 1 006 
000 copies. 

In this day of rapid distribution of 
music, Wayne has already released a 
remix for “A Milli® thanking his fans for 
the sales success and spinning off a 
manic freestyle that references LeVar 
Burton's role in Roots. He refers to it as a 
“freemix,” not a remix, a gift to the fans. 
This constant desire to give fans free 
music has set Wayne apart from the capi- 
talist interests of other emcees, making 
him unknowingly ahead of the technology 
curve. This is possibly a contributing fac- 
tor to his sales success. 50 Cent recently 
responded to the sales figures on Hot 97, 
appearing to consider a change in career 
trajectory: “| think I'm really confused. | 
think all | need to do is make good music 
and see what happens.” A novel idea, 
surely. w 
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Darts Visuels de Alberta; 7pm. 
BLUES ON WHYTE Cousin Harty 


CAPITALS RESTAURANT Jazry 
Brunch: Mo Lefever Trio; 10am, Jazz 
Fest 


EDDIE SHORTS Live music open 
‘stage jam; 7pm; no cover 


FRESH START BISTRO Anna 
Beaumont Dio; 6-Spm 


HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN 
CHURCH John Denver—Rocky 
Mountain Memones: Tim Arychuk, 
Hank Karas, Dwane Kunitz, Marleigh 
Rouault, Holly Waght (guitar); 1pm 
(door). 2pm (show); $15 


HULBERT'S Songwriter's Stage; 
7pm; no cover, feature artist Lba, 


O'BYANE'S Sunday night open 
stage with Joe Bird 


ON THE ROCKS King Muskafa 
Sundays with DJ Mike; Big Rock 
Untapped singer/songwniter Series 


OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chnis Wynters of Captain 
Trector; 8-11pm 


‘SPORTSWORLD Son 
Shine—Gospel/Christian rollerskating: 
DJ Kolin {urban gospel Christian. 
music); 7pm; $8 (adv/$10 (door) at 
Blessings Chnstian Marketplace 


URBAN LOUNGE Edmonton Jazz 
Festival Wrap Up Dance Party 
Maceo Parker; $35 at TIX on the 
Square; Jazz Fest 


WILD OATS AND NOTES MUSIC 
FESTIVAL Marco Claveria, Terry 
Mornson, Dave Babcock and the 
Night Keepers, Carrie Catherine, Bill 
Boume, Ben Sures, Come On In My 
Kitchen, Jessica Heine, The 
Sheepdogs, Greg Martin, Le Fuzz: 
Tpm; 

www. oatsandnotes. blogspot.com; 
$30 (Sun) at Earth’s General Store 


WORKS STREET STAGE Darry! 
Matthews (12-12:45pm); Kat Danser 
(1:15-2pml; Fools Tongue (5-7pm), 
Aroots Bazaar (7:30-3:30pm) 


YARDBIRD SUITE Jazzworks 
Ensemble Performance (2pm 
Maciek Grryweez Quartet, 
Oles/Koonse Quartet. 70pm, $25 at 
TIX on the Square; Jazz Fest 


CLASSICAL 


ROYAL COACH DINING ROOM 
Petro Polujin (classical guitar), 5pm 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Afternoons: Phil, 2-7pm; Main Floor: 
Got To Give It Up: Funk, Soul, 
Motown, Disco with DJ Red Dawn 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm- 
2:30am, guest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michetti.com 


OVERTIME BROILER Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 


URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays: with Ds InVinceable and 
Macca; DJ ZU 


WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Galatea 


‘and XS, guests: no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sieaman 
Mondays: live music monthly; no 
cover 

BLUES ON WHYTE Sandybone and 
the Breakdown 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop; 1Zam- 
23am; interested quest DJs inquire 
al kelly@michetti.com; karaoke with 
Tizzy, amateur strip contest: Spm- 
12am 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Meta! 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


GINGUR SKY Syieet Tempations {V- 
Black Chippendales after party; 
White Bowy; Canada Day Weekend 
with DJ Babygirl, DU Spyce 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch on Metal Mondays: “80s 
metal with DJ Sammi Kerr, no 
minors; no cover 


House, Darrin Hagen, Green Fools 
{aftemoon}: Samantha Schultz 
(6:30pm); Widow Maker (bluegrass 
at 8pm}; Craig Korth (Jerusalem 
Ridge). Paper Lions (aka The Chicky 
Danger Band) 9:30-11pm 
TAPHOUSE Molson Open Stage 


dam: with Simon Bennett pm-mid- 
night 

WORKS STREET STAGE Swing 
Manouche (12-2pm); Mad Dog BLues 
(2:30-4:30pm), Gateway Big Band {5 
7pm); Cripple Creek Fairies (7:30- 


30pm} 
DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: CJSA’s Eddie Lunchpail; 


PREVUE / JUN 25 - JUN 29 (7: PM) /THE MAGIC FLUTE / TIMMS CENTRE FOR THE ARTS, $25 - $27.50 
Sure the flute is magic, but can it make a man fall in love with you? Oh, it can? Oh, well, OK then 


EDDIE SHORTS sotbottyrot, snie, 
Cope and G.W. Peaks; Spm {show}; 
no cover 


IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays: 
music and comady; 8pm. 


PAWN SHOP SONIC Secret Show, 
Spm 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


POLISH HALL Wil Campa and 
Salsaddiction, La Gran Union abd Wil 
Campa Concent; Bpm (cocktails), Spm 
(concert); includes dance performane 
es; $25 at TIX on the Square 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
Legendary Rosa Bow! Monday Jam: 
hosted by Sherry-Lee Wisor/Mike 
McDonald (alternating); Spm-12am 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Mark 
Sultan, BBO, deVonder, the Wicked 
Awesomes; 8pm; $12 (advi/$15 
(door) 


WORKS STREET STAGE Jan 


Randell (12-2pm), Potemkin Village 
(5-7pm}; 40 Thieves (7:30-8:15pm|; 


The Red Limit (8:45-9:30pm) 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 


Service Industry Night no minors; 
Spm-2am. 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Eclectic Nonsense with 
Confederacy of Ounces Dad Rock TJ 
Hookah and Rear Admiral Saunders; 
Wooftop: DJ Idris 
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STARLITE ROOM A Connected 
Neon Nights Canada Day Party with 
Team Canada DJs and Small Town 
Dus: Headlining Degree, All Our DJs 
Dusty Grooves, no minors, 8pm, $12 
(first 100 at TicketMasteri/$20 (after 
first 100 at TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, 
Foosh) 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Sandybone and 
the Breakdown 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 


FESTIVAL PLACE The Grande 
Mothers Re-Invented: 7:30pm; $38 
(cabaret}/$36 (box!/$32 (theatre) ot 
the Festival Place box office, 
TicketMaster 


SEFFREY'S CAFE Jazzfost Divo 
Series, 


Chilweek: 7:30 $40 at 78D-S86- 


OBYRMES Tuesday night Celtic jam 
with Shannon Johnson 


SPRUCE GROVES COMPOSITE 
HIGH SCHOOL'S SPORTS FELD 
Canada Day and Street Performers 
Festival: The Be Arthurs. Andrea 


Woaftop: Dub at The Dog with DJ 
Degree 

BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser Spm 

ESMERALDA'S Retro every Tue; ho 
cover with student ID 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance lessons 
10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays 


NEW CITY Canads Day. | love "80s 
Party with Blue Jan, Nazz Nomad 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 
Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with DU. 
Hot Philly 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 
40 request with @ mix of retro and 
disco, 7pm-12 midnight 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Sandybone and 
the Breaitsown 

EDDIE SHORTS: bluas 
with Dr. Blues; 8-10pm. 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open Mic 
with Ido van der Laan and friends 
every Wed; 7:30pm. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Kenny 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
‘sented by the Northam Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL Acoustic 
nite open stage; $pm-lam: 


‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
(acoustic) every Wed 


URBAN LOUNGE Stone Iris, Krome 
(Vancouver), White Lightning; Spm 
(door): $5 (door) 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Wild 
Style Wednestlays: Grand Analog, 
The National Parcs and Curtis 
Santiago; Bam 


WORKS STREET STAGE Dens 
Whylie Band (12-2pm); Murtor Music 
{55:45pm}; Vintage Mangas (6:15 
7pm); The Line Atlantic {7:30- 
8:15pm), Wish (8:45-9:30) 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays. Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smoov 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wednesday 
Nights: with OJ Harley 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor. Glitter Gulch Wednesdays: 
Best Rides... Worst Wrecks. no 
caver; roots music avery Wednesday 
with DJ Buster Friendly, Live music 
‘once @ month; Wooftop: RetroActive 
Radio: altemative "B0s/90s, post 
punk, new wave, garage, Brit, mod, 
tock ’n’ Roll with LL Cool Joe 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sexoy 
Sean 


FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays Rock 
This 

FOX Wind-up Wernesdays: R&B, 
hiphop, reggae, old skool, reggaeton 
with InVinceable, Touch It, weekly 
guest Dus 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with 
DY Spincycle 

NEW CITY UIKWID LOUNGE 
AJ/DJ Wednesday; no minors; no 
cover 

(NIKKO DIAMOND'S Punk and “80s 
metal every Wednesday 


RED STAR Guest DJs every 
Wednesday 


STARLITE ROOM Wild Style 
Wednesdays: Hip-Hop; 3pm 
‘STOLU'S Gestparty Wednesdays: 
House, progressive and electronica 
with Aludy Electro, DJ Rystar, Space 
‘Age and weekly quests; 9pm-2am; 
www beatparty.net 
'WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new DJ; no cover 


‘V AFTERHOURS Y Not Wednesday 


E UNIONEVENTS: < COM 
THE PARLOR MOB, 


FRIDAY JULY 4 
STARLITE ROOM 


: DOORS 8 PM - 18+ 1D REO'D 
TIX ALSO AT BLACKBYRD, MEGATUNES wy 


JUST ANNOUNCED - ON SALE SATURDAY 


fe 


: MOTION Ci Y—JuLy 19 - STARLITE ROOM 


-SOUNDTRACK AE osm | 
JULY 25 © STARLITEROOM | : 


. FF 
DOORS 8 PM © 18+ ID REO'D © TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, y 
8 BLACKBYRD, FS (WEM) & FREECLOUD : SIARSUAES THE GET DOWN a 


em SATURDAY JULY 26 - STARLITE room 


ba, eae a TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, 
Vou Cocaine 


my “ IN CONCERT 


"THE MOST EXTREME TOUR OF THE YEAR" 


oF ee eee ee | 


ESTANENT 


: ats 21 - SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE | 


ON SALE NOW JUDASPRIESTCOM 


Ze sal se Lee TexvoH 


AUGUST 2 © e STARLITE ROOM 


EH EARLY SHOW - DOORS 5 PM - A 
a ys TIX Also AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, FS el r FREECLOUD bes 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON | ticketmaster.ca 780. 451 1-8000 


JUN 26--JUL 2.2008. , WUTEWEEKLY 


TUESDAY JULY 1ST 


THE BLACK I fo 


CANADA DAY A&A PA 


WITH DJ DON KNOX 
HAPPY HOUR 2-7 PM | $3.75 BIG ROCK PINTS 7-CLOSE 


Edmonton’s only MUSICIANS DIRECTORY 
offers free listings to any musician, band or 
artist. Just send us your name (band name), 
genre, contact info (name phone email) a photo 
if possible and a brief stylistic description. 
(Vue reserves the right to edit for length) 


Send/Drop off your listings to 
Vue at 10303-108 St T5J 1L7 or 
email EMD@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


bs 


Advertisers! 
Contact Rob Lightfoot at 
780.426.1996 for details! 


Katie Rox you like a warm summer rain 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


ith the January release of 
her solo debut, Katie Rox 
(aka Katie Biever or Katie B, 


formerly of Jakalope) has cocked 
some ears. The sweet vocals are still 
there, of course, but gone is the wall 
of sound. 

The surprise, though, is not that 
she fits so easily into the comfortable 
shoes of a singer-songwriter, it’s that 
the small-town Alberta girl ended up 
with Vancouver's Jakalope at all. 

“All my friends felt that way, when 


tks | Fl JUN 77 (9M) 
= | KATIE ROX 
= WITH THEMATINE 
co | PAWN SHOBSTO 


they first saw the videos and stuff [for 
Jakalope], they were, like, ‘This is what 
you're doing?’ Like they were really 
shocked by it. And people that would 
meet me during Jakalope things, they 
would be, ‘Oh, you're not what I 
expected.’ And I guess | wasn’t,” she 
laughs. “But it was fun. I always tell 


JUN 26: JUL-2, 2008 


MUSIC 


people when they ask me, you don’t 
know what you like and what you 
don't like until you do it. You don’t 
know if you like riding motorcycles 
unless you went for a ride on a motor- 
cycle. And so I wasn’t sure if I'd be into 
rock and for those few years I had a 
really fun time doing it. It was really 
cool to have a bit of an alter-ego and 
try different things, but ultimately I just 
found my heart pulling me in the direc- 
tion that I’m in.” 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 43 


BBQ is cooking up something good 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
here aren’t too many musi- 
cians who can single-handedly 
cook up the rock ‘n’ roll feast 

that BBQ can. 

Armed with a microphone, guitar 
and kick drum, BBQ (aka Mark Sultan 
and many, many other names) belts 
out a brand of garage rock that pays 
tribute to the pioneers of the genre 
while dipping into the coals of some- 
thing a little harder edged. 

For the Montréaler, there are pros 
and cons to being a one-man band. 
He certainly likes the freedom of 
being up on stage by himself. He 
doesn’t have to plan setlists, and he 
doesn’t have to worry about keeping 
time with anybody else. But keeping 
himself company on the road can 
get a little old. 

“Like if you just want to crack a joke 
and smile ... | look around the stage 


YANKOVIC| 


Liz/= 
STRAIGHT OUTTA LYNWOOD 


: SATURDAY AUGUST 2 - ENMAX Hall - Winspear Centre 


mm ALL AGES 


This show is a multimedia 


Tickets available at: The Winspear Ticket Centre by phone ( 


extravagance featuring Al & his band performing songs spanning 


MON, JUN 30 (8 PM) 


tt 

p—) 

= | MARK SULTAN/BBO 
FE | WITH DEVONDER, THE WICKED ANESOMES 
Co | VELVET UNDERGROUND, $12-S15 


and realize that I'm probably laughing 
to an amplifier and it’s not that fun,” he 
laughs. “But mostly it’s okay.” 

Despite the downsides, Sultan finds 
inspiration in the folks that come out to 
his shows. His MySpace page even lists 
“you” under the influences heading. 

“One of the best feelings I can ever 
tell you about is playing in some for- 
eign land and seeing an excited face 
trying to sing along with lyrics that 
don’t exist of yours,” he says. "That's 
the best. There are little things that 
are so much more rewarding than 
money or girls or fine, fine chocolate.” 


FINDING BANDMATES has been part of 


780) 428-1414 or online at tickets.winspearcentracom 


his entire eareer with simulated music videos & elaborate costumes 


the impetus to go it alone—it isn’t like 
he’s a total loner. He's been in several 
bands—some notorious and blacklist- 
ed in Montréal—and still shares the 
stage while touring with the King 
Khan and BBQ show. And Sultan has 
never been all that conventional, so 
he’s not too sure that a regular band 
setup works for him, anyway. 

While he'll be on stage alone for both 
his Edmonton show and his Sled Island 
performances, he does have two other 
musicians he'll be touring Europe with 
later this year. He's a bit cagy about 
how this trio will be different from a 
conventional band, however. He'll only 
say that “it’s going to be very strange in 
a good way.” Not to start any rumours 
here, but wouldn't it be super cool to 
have three dudes on stage doing what 
he does? Each tackling several instru- 
ments at the same time? Hmmm. 

On a confirmable note, Sultan is 
currently working on a couple of 
albums: one with King Khan and one 
of his own Mark Sultan stuff. Both will 
be third records, if you count Sultan's 
initial outing as BBQ, with 2005's Tie 
Your Noose. And both, no doubt, will 
be filled with the same kind of frantic 
energy that fills the dancefloor. 

"| think when I write a song and 
people are, like, ‘Wow, | really like that 
song, and it makes me want to dance 
or get with my girl or drive in my car,’ 
or anything like that, it’s amazing,” he 
says. “That it transcends a bunch of 
things and that it also is something I've 
created. It’s super rewarding.” Ww 
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OG/27_ MINT RECORDS ARTISTS_. 


YOUNG & SEXY 


THE LIBRARY VOICES & DOUG HOYER 
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F**CKIN EH!} 
TEAM CANADA VS. SMALLTOWN DUS 


PARLOUR MOB 


7/0 UELPERS HOTROD RUMBLE AFTERPARTY 


ART ADAMS 
RONNIE HAYWARD 


ASHES DIVIDE 
ERIC’S TRIP 


Wii ><> BDA W 
ELECTRICITY FOR EVERYBODY 


@F/4D ALL AGES! UNIONEVENTS PRESENTS 


MARK SULTAN/BBC 


De VON DEH 


THE WICKED AWESOMES 


7/4 DAMKSOWL RECORDINGS PRESENTS 


TURN DOWN THES 


SUCK 2 


INKWELL / FORAFEE (OANE & BRISCO) ) 
CAMERON SOUND / TARTS 


07/05 


THE JAZZ GRIND} 
EXPERIMENT | 


EVERY WEDNESDAY 
DOORS SPM, $5 COVER 


9-10 PA 


HO COVER, EVERY THURSDAY... WITH 


MEMBERS & GUESTS FACILITY 


BEHIND STARLITE TARLITE ROOM 
ALL EVENTS (8+ + DOORS! ¢ DOORS AT SPM 


4 SATURDAYS 


WITH DEGREE & ALLOUT DJS 
ELECTRIFIED DUBWISE DANCEROCK BOOTY BASS MASHED UP PARTY RIDDIMS 


with He eaceandes ae crew 


RESIDENTS SPACE AGE, PSYCOSMIC & WAV OCCUPATION 


WWW.STARLITEROOM.C 


WN25-L2208 wena 939 


MUSIC FESTIVAL 


JULY 4&5 GIBBONS, AB 


— 


ARLE BAYS GRACE ALEAIUNTIBE 
F SLOAN DEFAULT MOBILE 
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If you want something done right ... 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
{ Talways played in the basement and I had 
[= many songs written but no one is 
gonna hear them if you never play them. I 
enjoy things that are challenging for me and 
that make me uncomfortable and | just wanted 
to prove to myself that L. could do it.” 

Kaley Bird might never have been across a 
coffee shop table from me if it weren't for a par- 
ticular moment where she screwed up enough 
courage to step onto an open stage and play 
some of the songs she had been working on in 
front of an actual audience, but she did. And 
once she did, things started falling into place for 
her almost immediately. The reaction was good, 
she was offered a couple of return gigs, she was 
able to put a band together and recently she 
recorded a CD that will be released this Friday at 
Alberta College’s Muttart Hall. But none of this 
would have come to pass if Bird hadn't picked 
up her guitar again after being frustrated by it in 
the first place. 

“| got it for Christmas in grade six from my dad 
and I think he showed me three chords, but 
when you're first learning the guitar you suck 
and it doesn’t sound like anything and it’s brutal, 
so I kind of quit and didn’t play it for a while,” she 
remembers. “Three or four years later I sat down 
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CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

Fire has been an essential element of human exis- 
tence for thousands and thousands of years. Even 
at its most destructive, fire clears the way for new 
growth. For cultures ancient and modern, it has 
brought people together and brought light to night. 

Project Torchlight, brainchild of Rwandan immi- 
grant Chantal Hitavezu, has similar qualities. The 
organization is a scholarship fund to help immi- 
grants from all over Africa realize their post-second- 
ary dreams and will be hosting its first annual 
Night of Fire to achieve that goal. 

Politic Live, who will be performing at the 
fundraiser along with Souljah Fyah, Tsehaye 
Debebe, Intoré and others, knows a thing or two 
about lighting fires, championing its community 
since the hip-hop trio's inception. 

fundraising for organizations like the 
Youth Emergency Shelter, the wildly popular annual 
Hip Hop for Hunger, Maverick’s work on the Alberta 
Music Industry Association board and the group's 
own music career, things can get hectic around the 
Poli Live camp. 

“At the end of the day, for us, it's something that 
kind of goes hand in hand with our music, you 
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and my dad taught me this cool lick with barre 
chords and it sounded like something so | 
thought, ‘Sweet!’ and I started playing every day.” 


IT HASN'T BEEN AS easy as it sounds, and 
though she can be endearingly self-deprecating, 
Bird has worked hard to get to this point and 
doesn’t plan to stop until she gets to where she 
wants to be. 

“| do everything myself. 1 book myself, I organ- 
ize all the shows, I have my own PA, I rented all 
the lighting, I get all the tickets and put up all the 
posters,” she explains. “It's ambitious, but I think 
if you work really hard and put in the time—I! 
mean, you can always go with a booking agent 
or a manager but, y'know, I always know how 
hard I’m working to get gigs and to get my music 
out there, but I would never know how hard 
someone else is working on my behalf. I guess 
I'm kind of a control freak that way. For me, I 
think you make your own opportunities and you 
make your own breaks.” w 


know?” Arlo Maverick says. “Just in the sense that 
our music, while it's not political, it does have a lot 
of social messages that are in it. 

“So for us it's something where if someone asks 
us to do something and it’s in our means to do 
something, we'll do so.” 

Besides, it's not like the career end of things will 
be cooling anytime soon. Last year saw accolades 
aplenty for Adaptation, while this year is the year of 
the compilation, with the yet-to-be-released Music 
for Mavericks Election Year and the cross-Canada 
hip-hop Brick by Brick collection. 

“That one will be interesting as well, because 
the guys who are putting it on, | think they pretty 
much just contacted whoever they could get in 
order to make it a lot more diverse and a lot more 
representative,” Maverick says. “I think that a lot of 
compilations that are put out for hip-hop acts in 
Canada, usually try and go for the bigger acts, 
pale this one here is more of a grassroots 

is something a little different, Politic Live has 
also been busy putting together an album that sees 
collaborations between the city’s African and 
Caribbean communities and musicians. And once 
that compilation is out next month, ‘Maverick, Bigga 
Nolte and Dirt Gritie will be going full steam. ahead 
on their next Politic Live album. “ 

The guys had designs on |Feleasing their next full 
length this summer, but with so many irons in the 


‘Politic Live fire, they've decided to hold off ‘until 
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Johnson keeps busy 


MARIA KOTOVYCH / maria@vuoweekly.com 


en asked how they're 
preparing for going on tour, 
many musicians might 


speak about rehearsing their singing, 
playing or dancing. Jazz vocalist 
Molly Johnson, on the other hand, 
laughingly describes her own 
preparatory approach: she’s busy 
cooking spaghetti sauce and chili and 
stocking her fridge with fruits and 
vegetables. 

“| plan to do a lot of cooking ahead 
of time. | was just making a shopping 
list earlier today so that I can feed my 
children while I'm away,” she says in 
her low, smoky voice, indicating that 
her six-day tour will be a long 
absence, “Strange how that happens 
once you have children.” 

Additionally, citing “Mommy guilt,” 
Johnson threw an end-of-year park 
party last Friday for her son and his 
pals, who finish school this week. 

“In and around that, I’m trying to 
squeeze in a rehearsal with the guys, 
and figure out what dresses don’t 
wrinkle,” Johnson laughs. 

Having described the culinary 
whirlwind that precedes her tour, she 
switches gears to discuss how she 
approaches the creating and record- 
ing of music at home. 

“| like to surround my endeavours 
with stuff [ really admire. I think it’s fun 
to put something on a record—like a 
Prince tune—out of the blue, with a 
strange arrangement, just to show 
what kind of bag I've come out of, and 
what kinds of things influenced me,” 
Johnson says of her love to record cov- 
ers of other artists’ music. 

Her recently completed album, for 
instance, primarily contains her own 
renditions of standards from Ameri- 
can jazz artists, including George 
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Gershwin, Duke Ellington and Cole 
Porter. 

“Great songs are unkillable. ‘Sum- 
mertime’ is a classic example—many, 
many musicians have tried to beat the 
crap out of that; it still manages to 
survive,” she says with a laugh, 
underscoring her passion for good 
songs and lyrics. 


IN ADDITION TO being a musician, 


Johnson's also a philanthropist; 
among her many charitable involve- 
ments is the Kumbaya Foundation 
and Festival (which Johnson founded), 
an organization that raises funds and 
awareness for people with HIV and 
AIDS. For recognition of her achieve- 
ments and contributions, in 2007 
Johnson became an Officer of the 
Order of Canada; this is considered 
the highest honour that can be 
bestowed upon a Canadian civilian. 
Yet Johnson views this distinction 
with humility, believing that it indi- 
cates what's ahead for her. 

" feel that it’s a marker of what | 
have to do. | feel like it’s something I 
still have to earn. | don’t think I'm 
there yet. I think it was premature in 
the one way, but definitely a motiva- 
tor and a focuser on the other hand,” 
she says seriously, mentioning that 
she'll spend the rest of her days trying 
to earn it. 

For the immediate future, though, 
Johnson's plans are clear. 

"I'm running out the door, because 
of course I now have to grocery 
shop.” w. 
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BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
ike the Shitty Beatles did to 
| Wayne Campbell of Aurora, Illi- 
ois, sometimes a band’s name 
just pops out at you with the outra- 
geous claims it makes. It makes you 
wonder if the band can live up to the 
moniker it has chosen for itself. The 
Shitty Beatles sure did suck, apparent- 
ly, but what of Vancouver's Young 

and Sexy? 

Creating their particular brand of 
low key indie pop for over 10 years 
now, can the members of Young and 
Sexy still consider themselves, uh, 
young and sexy? Vocalist, guitarist 
and founding member Paul Pittman 
believes that the band will continue to 
inhabit their name as long as they 
keep their methods youthful 

“We're definitely feeling older, but 
as far as our attitude towards music 
goes, we're still young and sexy,” he 
says, mentioning that the lineup over- 
haul the band went through in 2004 
helped the members to retain that 
spirit. “The way we get along ... | feel 
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GEN HANDLEY / gen@yoeweekly.com 

Since the 18th century, the colonial city 
of Richmond, Virginia has been home to 
many revolutionary events and land- 
marks, including Patrick Henry's “Give 
me liberty or give me death” speech, 
which encouraged Virginian colonists to 
defend their personal freedoms against 
British law. 

But enough of the American history 
lesson: this city has continued its rebel- 
lious reputation with a punk band called 
Strike Anywhere. Although the five 
band members now reside elsewhere, 
the band’s hardcore roots are in Rich- 
mond and the members credit hardcore 
pioneers before them for giving them a 
torch to run with—namely bands like 
Bad Brains and Minor Threat. Women 
and animal rights, globalization and anti- 
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lucky to be playing with who I'm play- 
ing with because we get along really 
well and everybody is into the music 
and really puts themselves into it.” 

When Brent McDonald and Alex 
Brain joined with Pittman, Andre 
Lagace and Alex's sister Lucy in the 
band, even the albums started to feel 
different, explains Pittman. No longer 
feeling the need to create perfection, 
the band abandoned the click track 
they had played to on the first two 
records and began to take a-more 
organic approach to recording, one 
that would come to full fruition on the 
group's latest album The Arc. 

“There's more interplay and more 
of a group dynamic,” Pittman enthus- 
es. “I've always brought the songs to 
the band, but now | feel like when I 
bring them we work on them a lot 


and they change quite a bit. We're try 
ing to make it so that every part is 
integral to the song, where everyone 
is really playing off of each other.” 


PRIOR 10 THE SHOW in Edmonton the 
band is headed to Sled Island where it 
will open for favourite son Chad Van 
Gaalen at the Telus World of Science 
It may not be the most conventional 
venue for a show, but neither Van- 
Gaalen nor Young and Sexy could be 
considered conyentional performers 

“| think it’s going to be a good show, 
I’m just excited to be playing and 
opening for Chad Vangaalen and I've 
got some family out there so it should 
be fun,” Pittman says before explaining 
that after the swing through Alberta 
the band will be taking most of the 
summer off prior to a big fall tour 
“We've always gone on tour just as the 
snow has been melting so it's always 
been kind of ugly—well, as ugly as 
Canada can be I guess. We're going in 
the fall this time so | think it should be 
especially pretty.” wv 


capitalism are just a few of the issues 
that are constantly on lead singer 
Thomas Barnett’s mind. 

“These are some dark times in Ameri- 
ca right now,” the dreadlocked singer 
explains. “There are some serious, seri- 
ous issues and they make you want to 
drink your life away but instead, maybe 
writing a punk rock song that details 
some of these frustrations and unites 
people might be better.” 

issues like health care and unemploy- 
ment are topics Barnett finds frustrating. 
The singer and his bandmates are current- 
ly working on a new album and Barnett 
Says the songs are going to be aggressive 
and very heavy as they are a reflection of 
the situation in America right now. 

“There’s a need for more catharsis 
because of how absurd and militarized 
and commercialized everything is,” he 
Says. 

Barnett says a good way of dealing 
with his discontent is to take Strike Any- 
where's message on tour, to not only 
spread the word, but to also experience 
countries like Canada where he feels 


things are better. 

“It seems like there's a little more of 
an honest corridor of communication,” 
he says with clear admiration. “When 
we come up here, people seem to actu- 
ally speak their mind more and have a 
little more energy in a public setting.” 

Wherever Strike Anywhere plays, the 
band tries to work with local, like-mind- 
ed groups and welcome them with open 
arms to their shows. 

“We would love to have anyone that 
has an anti-poverty group, an activist 
group, an animal rights group, come to 
the show, set up and speak about local 
issues,” he says. “It's always something 
we invite to our shows and we'd be 
happy to have them.” 

The amount of energy that goes into a 
Strike Anywhere tour is huge, but it's a 
revolutionary soul and a relentless 
desire to make some change that keeps 
the 35 year-old na : 
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Leaving the industrial rock collective 
early last year, Rox focused on finding 
her feet as a solovartist. Inspired by 
independent musicians, Rox has set 
about building her name on her own 
terms and from the ground up. From 
jearning the ins and outs of Garage- 
pand to laying down the tracks for High 
standards to setting up her own press, 
Rox has made a conscious decision to 
work the whole machine herself. 

"| sort of put it that I am putting 
myself through the school of rock,” 
she explains. “I want to appreciate 
what everybody does. And I don’t 
think that I didn’t appreciate it before, 
but I'll really know for next time, what 
everybody does. And people work 
hard in the music industry and it’s no 
wonder people have managers and 
agents and publicists ... you know? 

“t's a lot of work and I'm exhaust- 
ed," she adds. “I don’t think that I'll do 
it this way forever. It was just some- 
thing I really wanted to do before I 
built a team around me: really get my 
feet under me and know what I like 
and what I don’t like so that when I 
am working with people, they know 
and 1 know what we want to do.” 


$0 FAR, THINGS are looking good. The 
wanted Tour, which Rox is doing with 
the Matinée, was partly a response to 
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_ people asking me: ‘OK, where do you 
want me to play? Where do you live?” 
she explains. “And they're the best peo- 
ple to ask, right? The people who want 
to see you. And so | talked to some 
friends about putting a tour together.” 
Without the pressures of being in a 
big band, the musicians have been able 
to play small towns and big, making 
drives shorter and the venues a little 
more intimate. Rox was even able to 
play a few Alberta dates while camping 
out of her parents’ Airdrie home and 
borrowing her mom's car, which is fit- 
ting for a tour of an album that Rox 
defines as a retum to her roots. w 
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NEW SOUNDS 


NQ ARBUCKLE 
XOK 
SIX SHOOTER 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

The latest from Toronto's NQ Arbuck- 
le—the band led by Neville Quinlan— 
creeps forth like an epic tale of 
us-against-them bat- 
tles, an twisting tale of 
tragedy and hurt, 
flecked with a spirit of 
hope and survival. 

The album's hurt is 
sometimes even self- 
induced, as on the 
opening track, “My 
Baby,” where Quinlan’s 
voice starts the song off 
quietly, with just an 
acoustic guitar picking out a few 
notes behind him as he catalogues all 
the qualities that make his baby so 
right. Really, this special lady has no 
bad side, or so it seems. But then a 
piano enters—the kind of piano that 
you might have heard at a 1950s high 
school dance, providing the sound- 
track for a more innocent time—and 
Quinlan’s voice begins to rise, trans- 
forming into a growl that just plain 
hurts until finally he asks, over and 
over, “What's wrong with my baby?” 
It's as though he’s desparate to find 
something—anything—wrong with 
her so that he can leave the relation- 
ship behind. 

Of course, there’s another interpre- 
tation possible here, one where Quin- 
lan isn’t the trouble. In this take, it’s the 
world that is out to get his baby, and 
his question is a futile one as he rails 
at the sky, the land or maybe the sea. 

It's that sort of opportunity for dou- 
ble-edged meanings within the songs 
that makes XOK the kind of album that 
makes it easy to lose oneself in the 
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music. And not in terms of melody, 
although there are plenty of moments 
that lull one in—like the gentle country 
roll that takes hold with the title track’s 
opening chords—or even occasionally 
drive a stake through the heart and 
drag the listener kicking and screaming 
into the album’s world, as with the 
deep rumble of album- 
closer “Spooking the 
Rocking Horse.” 

Instead, it’s the way 
that the songs are left 
open both musically 
and lyrically, while 
never flinching in set- 
ting a graphic scene. 
Quinlan doesn’t provide 
answers for anyone 
save perhaps himself, 
and even that’s debatable; sometimes 
he simply sounds as though he’s work- 
ing his way through a list of his own 
demons, like on the lo-fi “Mincing 
Words” where he sings, “Singing minc- 
ing words about nothing-/ Dancing 
crazy to old rock songs / I drank until I 
was a one-man angry mob.” 

But it's not all darkness on XOK; 
there's also the tender love of “I Liked 
You Right From the Start,” although 
once you start digging, even that one 
seems to be made up of more grey 
areas than black and white. Ultimately, 
as dark as the songs on this album can 
get, there is consistantly a light that 
shines through the clouds, breaking the 
darkness even if it’s only for a few 
moments before the questions begin 
again. But that’s exactly what is so 
interesting here: XOK plays like a bar 
fight that’s getting dirty because the 
stakes are so damn high. You want the 
band to pull through even when you're 
doubting that they will. Ah, but there’s 
always that glimmer of hope, and that’s 
the hand that Quinlan offers to the lis- 
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tener, a chance at finding something of 
worth buried beneath all the wrong. 


ASSAULT OF KNOWLEDGE 
IF YOU DON'T BUY THIS CD THE 
TERRORISTS WIN 


INDEPENDENT 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
There is something wonderfully unset- 
tling about beginning a track with 
George W and ending it with Martin 
Luther King, but in just over two minutes 
Assault of Knowledge draws the linc 
from one to the other in “Freedom is 4 
State of Mind,” pointing out all freedoms 
contradictory definitions. Hip hop is 
another state of mind, and it’s one tha\ 
local rapper AOK (aka Omar Mouallem) 
fully inhabits with his debut and its hell 
yeah, head-bopping moments aplenty 
There are times when things fall unfortu- 
nately flat—the heartfelt message of "The 
Cedar Seeds” gets a little lost in unreal- 
ized production—but there are also 
times when you'll laugh out loud. “The 
Hood Samaritans” is downright hilarious 


A CD release party for if You Don’t Buy 
This ... will be held on Sat, Jun 28 at the 
Axis Café, alongside a fundraiser for Hip 
Hop in the Park. 


LIVING WITH LIONS 

MAKE YOUR MARK 

BLACK BOX RECORDINGS 

BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

The hardest partying band in lotus land 
has channelled all of the energy that it 
would take to puke on the run and 
keep going into a stellar full-length 
album that surpasses most of what 
passes for pop hook-laden punk rock 
these days. Moving into more socially 
conscious realms with the likes of 
songs such as "Granny Steps," which 
asks why the preferred solution to Van- 
couver's prostitution issue is "taking 
out the trash," Living with Lions is cer- 
tainly not leaving its reputation for beer 
drinking and disgusting behaviour 
behind (one song, after all, is a eulogy 
for the group's former band house / 
punk crash pad Dude Manor) but the 
band is coming into its own as an enti- 
ty that has something to say, and isn't 
about to let you forget it. 


MATT MAYS & EL TORPEDO 
i ROMANCE 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

Matt Mays is back with his second 
record featuring his band, E] Torpedo. 
No, wait, the band is more than “fea- 
tured” here; El Torpedo is absolutely 
essential to the sound of Terminal 
Romance, with guitars pushing each 
other around and overlapping while the 
drums and bass give the songs just the 
right momentum for road-trippin’. It’s 


this album was made for the open 
a It’s ragged and rolling, and it’s 
also familiar enough that it drops a 
veil over top as it plays out. 
Mays isn’t rewriting any songbooks 
, but neither is he simply regurgi- 
tat ng the past—"Building a Boat” 
sounds like a combination of the Who 
and ZZ Top's synth-era, and it works. 
There's a distinctly garage rock sound 
to the album, as though Mays and the 
band are having fun bashing out the 
songs with as much abandon as possi- 
ble, and in the process they turn out a 
record that's just right for the now- 
dwindling summer. 


MOTLEY CRUE 
SAINTS OF LOS ANGELES 
MOTLEY 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

One thing Motley Criie has not been 
very often is boring—at least not 
according to the band’s collective biog- 
raphy, 2001's The Dirt: Confessions of 
the World’s Most Notorious Rock Band. 

That book was something of a roller- 
coaster read, and it was riveting 
regardless of one's personal opinion of 
the band's music. So now, some seven 
years later, MOtley Criie has released its 
first album in eight years, based upon 
the storyline in The Dirt. At this point in 
the musicians’ careers, though, it feels 
a little disingenuous to be singing 
about coming up on the streets when 
they've been living in mansions for far 
longer than they were ever drifting 
through Hollywood. The nostalgia- 
laced lyrics wouldn’t matter so much if 
the music was a little rougher around 
the edges, but at this point Motley Crie 
is a pretty solid, professional band, and 
there’s not a whole lot of energy burst- 
ing from this album. In the end, there’s 
too much middle-of-the-road, modern- 
rock riffing and it drags down the occa- 
sional highlight like the heavy grooving 
on “White Trash Circus.” 


WATERMELON SLIM AND THE WORKERS 
NO PAID HOLIDAYS 
NORTHERN BLUES 


MARIA KOTOVYCH / maria@vueweekly.com 

Okay. Let’s get one thing straight— 
under no circumstances is it a good 
idea to pronounce “horsie” as “hawsie” 
and then rhyme it with “posse.” Never. 
But this linguistic aberration certainly 
doesn’t impact Watermelon Slim's abili- 
ty to produce a soulful, gritty blues 
album bursting with naked, honest real- 
ism and a harmonica that just won't 
quit. No Paid Holidays is full of subtle 
touches as well: in “I’ve Gota 
Toothache,” Slim mirrors his lyrics 
about pain and insomnia with a deliber- 
ately slow, dragging delivery, reflecting 
the molasses-like passage of time that 
anyone would feel in a similar state. 
The instruments on this CD are no 
slouch, either: in particular, the electric 
slide guitar in “Bubba's Blues” deserves 
special accolades. The playing is subtle 
yet strong, offering a solid base around 
which the other musical lines can 
revolve. This guitar acts very much like 
a tasteful centerpiece that beautifies a 
table without drawing undue attention 
to itself; however, remove the center-- 
piece, and you immediately note its 
absence. It’s just another subtle touch 
that works well—so well. 


‘U can’t touch this’ 


= /ENTER SANDOR 


STEVEN SANDOR 
= | stoven@veweekly.com 


There are a lot of unenforceable laws on 
the books; laws that were created by 
politicians looking to score points, know- 
ing that their legislation will appease 
pressure groups but have no real teeth. 

Here, in Toronto, we have a few of 
them. One of them is the anti-idling 
law. No vehicle is allowed to idle for 
more than two minutes. Makes the 
environmentalists happy. But it's not 
worth being on the books. 

Why? Who the heck is going to 
time how long some driver is idling a 
vehicle? Would that be a good use of 
police time? No. So the law is nothing 
more than a white elephant. 

| feel the same way about new 
Music-copying sections in Bill C-61, the 
proposed amendments to the Copyright 
Infringement Act, which would enable 
Canada to catch up to international 
standards and treaties on protecting 
intellectual property in the digital world. 

Of course, the legislation has 
churned up consternation on a myriad 
of bloggers’ sites. Some claim the law 
doesn't allow users to burn their legal- 
ly owned CDs onto their computers or 
move files from hard drives to iPods. 
Others say a user is allowed to make 
only one copy each of any single file. 
More worry that it will turn govern- 
ment into Big Brother. 

Instead of reading interpretations of 


'C-61 on a variety of angry bloggers’ 


sites, here is the proposed legislation, 
verbatim: copying is allowed from a 
legally-owned recording as long as “the 
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MY MORNING JACKET 
EVIL URGES 


Some of their best songs 
Intermingled with some huge 
WTF moments 


SENNEN 

WHERE THE LIGHT GETS IN 
HUNGRY AUDIO 

There's gold in this here! 
But | ain't no prospector 

So | can’t pan this 


LIL WAYNE 

THA CARTER Ill 

CASH MONEY 

Best Rapper alive 

May also prove to be the 
Best comedian 


PRIMAL SCREAM 
BEAUTIFUL FUTURE 
B-UNIQUE 


All-was going well 
Until they slipped in a li'l 
Michael Damian 


individual reproduces the sound record- 
ing no more than once for each device 
that the individual owns, whether the 
reproduction is made directly onto the 
device or is made onto a medium that is 
to be used with the device.” 

So, if you have a song you legally 
downloaded to your hard drive's 
iTunes, you can make one copy of it 
onto your iPod, and burn another one 
onto a disc for use in your CD player. 
One copy per device, says the law. The 
key words in there are “each device.” 

Still, if you want to put more than one 
copy of a song on a device, and | don't 
really know why anyone would want to 
do that, while you'd be breaking the law, 
who would be around to catch you? This 
is the real issue | have with the new leg- 
islation, as well as all the fuss Coming 
from the anti-legislation types. Yes, the 
bill does entrench the fact that users are 
only allowed to make copies of record- 
ings they legally own, and that those 
copied files are only for private use. You 
can’t burn borrowed CDs or things you 
picked up from the library. It’s really just 
common sense. And totally useless. 
How would any government agency or 
law-enforcement body be able to track 
how a person chooses to copy his or her 
private CD or MP3 collection? 

That's really the elephant in the 
room, isn't it? You can create the 
toughest legislation you want when it 
comes to copying and file sharing, but, 
really, what's the point? In the case of 
copyright infringement, legislation 
alone will not change the behaviour of 
an online, file-swapping generation. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


QUINZY 

ONE BOY'S GUIDE TO THE MOON 
INDEPENDENT 

How much “Pussy Rock” 

ls the right amount? These guys 
Know the ratio! 


RECKLESS KELLY 
BULLETPROOF 

YEP ROC 

In a blind taste test 
I'd say “Old Reliable” 
Nine times out of 10 


MR RICK AND THE BISCUITS 
WHOLE GRAIN 

INDEPENDENT 

Tub-thumping country, 


Back when cowboys were cowboys 
And singers were drunks 


ANOTHER BLACK DAY 
ANOTHER BLACK DAY 
BIELER 

If ears were noses, 

This would smell like hot garbage 
Wrapped in used diapers 
THE ORCHID HIGHWAY 
THE ORCHID HIGHWAY 
RAINBOW QUARTZ 

Cranial pop-rock 

Melts in your cerebrum, not 
Your cerebellum 


MUSIC 


The Fred Eaglesmith Show 


WUEWEEKLY 
dune Avard Winning Singer, Songwriter, Musicisn, Storyteller cud Eumerist! 


FRED EAGLESMITH'S “MYSTERY GIG” 


Tuesday, July 15 / 2008 Doors 7:00 Show 8:00 PM 


You boy tho tokets and on fhe day of the show wv tall you whare to go by email RO ManeRS 


“MYSTERY GIG” KICK-OFF PARTY Monday, July 14 s:o0rm 
The Haven Social Chob 151208 Stony Plain Road Pi.780-756-6010 0 ammors 


Super exelasive up closo and personal party 
a ee ee Emap by Teme ie 


for & mxximam of 100 ounfirmed Fredbenis. 


ARTS OUTREACH BIG BANDS MacEwan's Centre for the 
Arts (497-4303) © For musicians of all levels to play @ vari- 
ety of music © Tus or Wed [7:30-8:30pm) 


AWA SUPPORT GROUP Braeside Presbytenan 
N. doox 6 Bemard Dr, Bishop St. Sir 
Winston Churchill Ave, St Albert * For adult children of 
alcoholic and dysfunctional families * Meet every Mon 
including holidays (7:30pm) 
CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205-101 
St (479-1999) * Basketball: Mon (5-7pm) * Healing Circle; 
Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; Mon/Thu (7-Spm), Tue {5-7pm) * 
Volleyball; Tue (6-8pm) * Sewing Circle; Tue (6-8pm) * 
Beadwork Class; Wed (6-8pm) * C.N.EC. Pow-wow; Wed 
(6-9pm) © Hip-Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) * Cree Class: 
Thu (6-Spm) © Elders and Residency; Fri (all day) * Safe 
Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri every month (1 17am- 
12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1-Zpm) * Drop-in 
Night; Fri (6-8pm) 


EDMONTON GHOST TOURS (720-469-3187) Meet in 
front of the Rescuer Statue, Walterdale Playhouse, 10322- 
83 Ave, www.edmontonghosttours.com * A ghostly walk 
in Old Swrethcona Until Aug. 21; Mon-Thu nights only 
(8:30pm) # $5 

EDMONTON JANE AUSTEN SOCIETY Centennial Room, 
Stanlgy A Milner Library * Jane Austen at Tea: Enjoy foods 
from Sane Austen's time, Jeanne Worton will give a short 
talk on tea pots * Sat. June 28 {2-4pm) * Free 


4TH OF JULY PICNIC Hawrelak Park, Shelter # 2 {780-432- 
7660) * For homesick Americars, bring your own food, table 
settings and beverages © Fri, July 4 (5:20pm) 

FREE YOGA Lululemon Athletica Kingsway security 
entrance 2 (471-1200) ¢ All levels welcome, new styles 
each week, mats provided * Every Sun (6-7pm) 


OF THE ALBERTA JUBILEE AUDITORIA 

Jubilee Auditorium, 
www jubileeauditorium.com/northem/community/playasp * 
PLAY with us-Summer 2008: For High School students inter- 
ested in a career in the arts covering: Great Stage Presence; 
Song-writing; LIVE Audio Mixing; DIY Production; Funding 
Your Project; Shaw Promotion; Clowning with Samantha 
Schultz and Samantha King * July 4-6 


LIVING ON EARTH AS IF WE WANT TO STAY Village 
Lifestyles, 10429-79 Ave * Mike Nickerson speaking about 
the differing views on how to be successful in our changing 
times * June 25 (7-9:30pm) © $10 (donation) 


MEDITATION © Gaden Semten Ling Tibetan Buddhist 
Meditation Society; 11403-101 St, www.gadensamten- 
{ing.ongp#479-001 4) by Kushok Lobsang Dhamchos; beginner 
Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm); ativanced Sun (11am- 
1pm) * Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual Orgsaizstion, 
708, 10132-105 St (425-1050) www.bkwsu.org; Raja Yoga 
Meditation © Meditation and Buddhist practices 
10502-70 Ave, wwnw.karmatashiling.ca (633-6157) with 
Tibetan tradition Lama Ani Kunsang. Beginners welcome, 
instruction available; free; Wed {7pm) 


OWEN RICHEL MEMORIAL CRITICAL MASS City Hall to 
Gazebo Park in Old Strathcona, www.edmontoncritical- 
mass.com * Critical mass ride to demonstrate the use of 
the bicycle as an efficient and freeing form of daily travel * 
Fri, June 27 (5:30pm) * Free 


MARKETPLACE AT CALLINGWOOD 69 Ave, 178 St © 
Movie Extravaganza * June 27 (8pm) * Free family event 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS * Chamber Toestmasters 
Ciuc Chamber of Commerce, 600, 9990 Jasper Ave (459- 
5206); Thu (5pm) * MacEwem: Grant MacEwan College, 
Rim 5-238, 10700-104 Ave (633-3921); Fri (noon-1pm) © 
W'Oretors Toastmasters Chub: Londonderry Public Library 
wwvenorators.com; Wed (7-8:45pm) * Power Speakers: 
Grant MacEwen Centre for the Arts, Am 437, 1045-156 St 
(459-Dagg); Wed (7-Spm) * Pursuers: Best Wester Cedar 
Park Inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard (457-0808); Wed {7-9pm) 
* Chanticleer: Kingsway Rm, Millard Health Building, 131 
Airport Rd (498-4608/474-1138) Thu {7-8:30am) 


WOMEN IN BLACK in front of the Old Strathcona Fermers’ 
Market * Silent vigil the 1st-and 3rd Sat (10-1 1am) every 
month, stand in silence for 2 world without violence 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Sunnybrook United 
Church, Red Deer (403-347-6073) © Affirm welcame LGBT4 
people and their friends, family, and allies meet the 2nd Tue 
(7pm) every month 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) « 
Open nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag 
shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDive and Donnatelle NEI in The GoDonna 
Show, 2.) WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amataur strip con- 
test watlt Mia Fellow, midnight, DU WestCoastBebyDaddy © 
Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump 
day with DJ Sexoory Sean © Thu: Wet underwear contest 
with Mie Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy © Fri 
We made ‘em famous! OJ Eddy Toonfiash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for 
men only, free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and 
their at oo who have common social interests meet the 
2nd Suit (2:30pm) of most months for a social period, a short 


GLBTSPORTSAND RECREATION = 

www.teamedmonton.ca * Women's Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver Schoo! Gym, 1027-118 St (465-3620): 
pen ot Bootoarer St Abfionain: 1/8288! 5 
Mon (7: 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Boots, 10242-106 St (387-3343) 
© Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters meet 
2nd Thu each month http://groups. yahoo. com/group/edmon- 
ton_illusions/ 

INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization 
peenriogle ide adh anol 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straight allies and sup- 
port staff © 3rd Thu every month (fall/winter terms): 
Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, ww.edmlivingposi- 
tive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential 
peer support to people living with HIV © Tue {7-Spmy: 
Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, Rm 
3-18 (490-7332) Program for HiV-AIDS prevention, treat- 
ment and harm reduction in French, English and other 
African languages * 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-5pm) every 
month * Free (member)/$10 {membership} * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
‘weww.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm ® Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 
to participate, Socializing after practices * Every Tue, Thu 
PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support meeting for 
parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered people * 1st Tue (7pm) every month * 
Information phone Ruby et 436-1998 after bpm, or edman- 
tonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, 
www.pridecentreofedmonton.org (488-3234) « Open Tue-Fri 
1-10pm, Sat 2-6:30pm * LGBT Seniors Drop-in: Meet every 
Tue/Thu (2-4pm) * CA: Mest every Thu (7pm) * Suit Up and 
Show Up: AA big book study group meet every Sat (noon) « 
Youth Understanding Youth: Youth up to 25 years, support 
and social group meet every Sat (7-Spm); yuy@shaw.ca * 
Womonspace: Board meeting 1st Sun each month (10:30am- 
12:30pm) * Trans Education/Support Group: Meet the ist 
and 3rd Sun (2-4pm) of each month; www.albertatrans.org * 
Men Talking with Pride: Meet every Sun (7pm); facilitator: 
Rob Wells robwells780@hotmail.com * HIV Support Group: 
Meet the 2nd Mon of each month (7pm) * Transgender, 
Transsexual, (ntersex and Questioning (T710) Alliance; 
Support meeting the 2nd Tue each month (7:30pm) * PFLAG 
Edmonton: Support and tesource group for parents and 
friends of GLBT individuals meet the 1st Tue each month 
(7pm) * Free short-term, solution-focused drop-in counsel- 
ing; every Wed (7-10pm) * YouthSpace; drop-in for LGBTQ 
for youth up to 25; Tues-Sat (3-7pm) 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209-123 St 
(482-1587) www.nwuc.org * Soul OUTing: an LGBT-focused 
altemative worship * 3rd Sun every month {7pm); worship 
Sun (10:30am); people of all sexual orientations welcome. A 
LGBT monthly book club and @ bi-monthly film night. Call for 
more info or email jravenserott@rwuc.org 


‘ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11525-76 Ave (436-1555) = 
People of all sexual orientations are welcome * Every Sun 
{10am worship) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
{noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun 
Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BIKEOLOGY FESTIAL wew.bikeology.ca © Bikey 
Breakfasts: Fridays (7-Sam) * Metro Cinema: Pedal, June 
30; free * Ezio Faraone Park, NW High Level Bridge, 109 St; 
Mocktails on the Bridge: Thu, June 26 (4-6pm) © Three 
Bananas Café, located at 102 Ave, 100 St, Churchill Sq: Bike 
Salons (group discussions): Tue 7-99m * Beaver Hills House 
Park, Jasper Ave, 105 St; Bikeology Festival; Sat, June 28 
{noon-Spm); free * John Janzen Nature Centre; Guided 
Bicycle Nature Tour: June 29 (1-3pm) 


CANADA DAY 780-496-8400/780-401-7596, www.edmon- 
toncalebratecanada.ca * Celebration of Canada’s birthday 
at the Alberta Legislature Grounds: Ismaili Muslim 
Community pancake breakfast {7-10am); followed by the 
Citizenship Ceremony (10:30am) © July 1 * Fireworks dis- 
plays begin at 11pm 


CHINA QUAKE RELIEF CONCERT Jubilee Auditorium « 
Edmonton Chinese Art Society, Rebuild a Schoo! in Sichun 
Presented by Dance Percussion Studio Society & Project 
Torchlight * Thu, June 26 (7:30pm) 


‘SWING WITH THE RHYTHM OF RWANDA AND OTHER 
PARTS OF AFRICA Africa Centre, 13160-127 St (780-485- 
2515) * Featuring Fidele Mutagoma, Vincent Ngengiyumvo, 
Claude Shumbusho, and Nyabyenda, Freestyle drumming 
and dancing, performances and active participation encour- 
aged © Sat. June 28 (44pm) © $20 (adult/$10 
(student/senior|/$5 (child) * Benefit workshop to keep 
immigrant African youth in school 


EDMONTON JAZZ FESTIVAL SOCIETY Urban Lounge, 
8111-105 St © Volunteer Party, featuring music with 
Maceo Parker # Sun, June 29 (10pm) © $35 at TIX on the 
‘Square, door 


EDMONTON STREET PERFORMERS FESTIVAL! Sir 
Winston Churchill Square; www.edmontonstreetfest.cam * 
July 4-13 


FAVA (FILM ANDVIDEO ARTS SOCIETY ALBERTA 
Outside of the Artery, Jasper Ave * Silent Street Screen: 
Projections on Jasper Ave © Fri, June 27 (9:30pm-12:15am) 
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Whyte Ave 
‘Alexandra Schoo! (439-9168) * The Good, The Bad and The 


BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert (780-418-6332) « 
‘Tue/Wed/Fri; Karaoke with Shelly 

BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain 
Rd (484-7751) * Wed [8pm-12am), Thy, Fri, Sat (9:30pm- 
1:30am). with Right Seid Ed 

CASTLEDOWW'S PUB 16753-100 St © Tus (Spm-lam)- 
with Off-Key Entertainment 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd * Tue 
(Spm) with Sonia/Prosound 

(COOK COUNTY Road to Big Valley Jamboree Karaoke con- 
test every Fri until the final on June 27; 8-10pm 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Ad (472-7636) 
* Thu (10:30pm) © Wed: Name that Tune 


DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave * Wed nights; with Gary from Mr. 
Entertainment 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Sat (9pm-lam) * 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Tue/Wed (9pm- 
1:30am): Gord’s Best Live Singing Show 


HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) * Fri, fol 
midnight): Hot Karaoke Productions 


HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) » Fri: Karaoke 
with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 


INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) * Thu, host- 
ed by Gordo; Fri/Sat: hosted by Jolly Greg Giant (9:30pm- 
2am) 


JASPER PLACE HOTEL 15326 Stony Plain Ad (489-1906) « 
Mon (9pm-1am): Karaoke 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0597) « 
Fn/Sat (10pm-2am)- Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


LAMONT HOTEL « Last Fri every month (10pm-2am): with 
ProSound Productions 


LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd 
(431-5815) © Sun (8pm): With Evolution Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (428-4940) « Fri (Spm-late): 
with Chris 


M0J0'S Best Wester Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998- 
7888) © Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


MONA LISA'S PUB 9606-118 Ave (477-7752) © Thu, Fri, 
Sat: sound and songs with great hosts 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Thu 
NEW WEST HOTEL 15025-111 Ave * Sun (3-7pm) 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (465-4834) * Thu 
(8pm): Terra with Mr Entertamment 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) ¢ Mon 
(9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr. Entertainment Wed 
(9:30pm) Name That Tune * Thu (9pm): Salsa Rocks with 
Cuban salsa DJ 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) # Wed, Thu, Sun 
{9:20pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St (988- 
5457) * Sat (9pm): hosted by Jenny Joy 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL 570 St Albert Tr, St Albert (458- 
5571) © Karaoke Tue (9pm-1am); TLC Entertainment 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-101 St 
(423-3499) © Mon-Sat (Spm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth © 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * Old 
Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); Thu-Sat (9:30pm- 
1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; Thu-Sat (9pm-Tam): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 


‘ST. MICHAEL HOTEL * 1st Fri each month (9pm-1am): 
with ProSound Productions 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 1650 WEM » Karaoke Industry 
Night Sundays: Terra with Mr. Entertainment 9pm-2am * 
Rock Band Mondays: Terra with Mr. Entertainment, play for 
fun, all skill levels; 8pm start 


‘SIDELINERS PUB 11018-127 St (780-453-6006) * Thu/Sat 
{9pm-2am): with Shelley 


SHLVER MARTINI 10668-156 St © Every 2nd Sat (9pm- 
Tam): with ProSound 


TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenney Ave, St. Albert (458-0860) # 
Wed (Spm-1am): hosted by Beauty and the Beast 


THORSBY HOTEL © Sat (9:30pm-1:30am): with ProSound 
Productions 


TRANSIT HOTEL 12720 Fort Rd © Thu (7:30-11:30pm): with 
ProSound Productions 


WILLY'S PUB 990 Lakeland Village, Sherwood Pk * Every 
2nd Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) 


WOODYS PUB 11723 Jasper Ave (780-498-8557) 
Karaoke Mon Bpm-12am with host Chad ® Every Sat {7pm- 
12am) with host Gary * You Don't Know Jack: Game show 
‘every Thu (8pm) with host Patrick (aka Tequila Mockingbird) 
‘and side kick Scooter 


X-WRECKS LOUNGE 9302-50 St * Wed (7:30-11:30pm): 
with Sonia/Prosound 

YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert (459-0295) 
© Thu (9:30pm-2am): with Off-Key Entertainment 


EVENTS 


TED 7 
ted@vueweekly.com 

The erotic experience of viewing famed 
photographer Robert Mapplethorpe stun- 
ning, homoerotic and widely unseen 
Polaroids currently on display at the Whit- 
ney Museum in New York tums flaccid as 
the gallery room 
fills withthe nasal- 
ly obnoxious 
sounds of a middle- 
aged woman from 
upstate New York 
attempting to 
remind her deaf 
mother that she 
had been a class- 
mate of Map- 
plethorpe, 
“Remember | told 
you about him” she 
yells. “He was the 
HO-MO-SEXUAL in 
my class when | 
was at Pratt.” 

In the audience of her one sided con- 
versation, the evocative images of men in 
various states of undress mixed with 
measured shots of objects like match- 
books and curtains, all captured as high 
art by an artist early his career, become 
pedestrian, boring. The woman's voice 
breaks the bond between viewer and the 
work, making everything in the room too 
accessible, public, obvious and mundane. 
Suddenly it is her and not the pictures on 
the wall that becomes the art—a per- 
formance piece/reality show about a 
failed artist living with her mother 
attempting to justify her art school tuition 
all these years later based on her 
momentary proximity to greatness. 

Later, upstairs in the galleries housing 
the Whitney's permanent collection, | sit 
on a bench to write my thoughts and peo- 
ple watch. A handsome youngish man 
comes rushing towards the bench and sits 
down looking slightly bewildered and 
emotionally distressed. Within a second 
another man around the same age is 
standing nearly on top of him. Maybe it's 
the gaypri pants or the talking with hands 
but without even hearing them | can tell 
that they are gay Europeans in the middle 
of an argument. After a few furious min- 


utes of frenetic whispering the second © 


one to arrive sits down and they are lulled 
into a state of silent brinkmanship. 

With so much colour and shape in the 
room no one but me seems to notice the 
two moody men on the bench and the 
security guard who is so entranced he 
looks like he is watching a soap opera. 

While in New York City it has been 
the security guards that have often pro- 
vided the highlight of museum and art 
gallery experiences. Their unimpressed 
attitude towards the art is a refreshing 
change from the at-times pretentious 
conversations and faces | encounter. | 
always wonder if the quards, in between 
slyly picking their nose, telling people 
not to take photos and directing people 
to the washroom, learn more about art 
or gain an increased appreciation for it. | 
look forward to the day when | open up 


the paper to read that the world’s most 
successful art dealer, gallery curator or 
art critic started as a security guard. 


THE FIRST BOYFRIEND gets up off the 
bench and begins to pace. Both the secu- 
rity guard and | look at him to see what is 
going on. He catches us and for the first 
time remembers that they are not alone. 
He says something to his boyfriend and 
now as if reunited 
against the nosy 
security guard and 
me they walk 
together towards 
the doorway, They 
get about three 
feet before they 
start disagreeing 
again. The first 
boyfriend wants to 
keep looking at the 
permanent collec- 
tion whereas the 
other boyfriend 
wants to go down- 
Stairs to look at the 
Mapplethorpe Polaroids. They end up 
going downstairs. | smile and look over to 
the security guard hoping that we will 
share the moment; instead | am met with 
a blank stare and him with his finger up 
his nose. 

| stay on the bench to keep writing. | 
enjoyed watching the two men have a 
disagreement. It seemed so healthy and 
normal and foreign. | feel that in Edmon- 
ton it is rare to see two guys obviously on 
a date together, let alone comfortable 
enough to have a-lovers quarrel in public. 

Later on at the Whitney | end up in 
the same elevator as the boyfriends and 
a redheaded family. The first boyfriend is 
still kind of sulking. The second 
boyfriend has obviously tired of it all and 
stares off at the ceiling during the eleva- 
tor ride. The doors open at the second 
floor. The first boyfriend is quick to 
almost get out. His boyfriend catches 
him in before he leaves and points at the 
lit-up number two above the door. This 
act of assertion changes something 
between the two boyfriends The sulking 
boyfriend moves closer to his boyfriend 
and begins talking close in his ear as he 
gestures with wincing movements to his 
back. The second boyfriend's face goes 
from impatience to concern. 

As the doors open for the ground floor 
we all leave the elevator. | trail behind 
to see the second boyfriend rub the 
small of his boyfriend's back. The family 
that was in the elevator doesn’t blink an 
eye nor does anyone else in the busy 
lobby as they make their way to the 
door. Their unselfconscious display of 
affection is moving and of course erotic 
in its own way. in that moment | realize 
that in some places homosexuality is 
pedestrian and boring. It is a freeing yet 
slightly anti-climactic feeling. 

With his eye on his boyfriend the sec- 
ond boyfriend goes out into the street and 
hails @ cab. After they have both gotten in 
but before | loose sight of them into the 
sea of yellow cabs that makes up Madi- 
son Avenue | see the first boyfriend take 
his boyfriend's hand and kiss it. It makes 
me wish | had my camera. w 


‘to part two of your outlook for the 
ad half of 2008, Aries. We're checking 
up on how you're progressing with the chal- 
lenges you were given near the end of last 
year. I'm hoping that by now you're well on 
your way toward leaving your amateur or 
rookie status behind for good. | trust that you 
have had a vision of exactly what you need 
to do in order to boost your level of profes- 
sionalism and that you have taken aggres- 
sive steps to carry out that vision. If for some 
bizarre reason you have not yet begun this 
glorious work, jumpstart yourself immediate- 
ly. Fate will conspire dramatically on your 
behalf if you do. Now here's a tip on how to 
make sure that your inner warrior is operat- 
ing at peak efficiency: assume there's always 
more you can do to raise your standards and 
aspire to a higher grade of excellence. 


TAURUS (APR 20- MAY 20) 

Welcome to part two of your outlook for the 
second half of 2008, Taurus. We're check- 
ing up on how you're progressing with the 
challenges you were given near the end of 
last year. One of the tasks at the top of your 
to-do list, | hope, has been the expansion of 
your worldview. Whether it occurs by trav- 
eling to exotic places, hanging out with 
broad-minded lovers of life or exposing 
yourself to intriguing ideas that activate 
your deep thoughts, you need to seek out 
breathtaking views of the big picture. Here 
are two tips about how to ensure that your 
inner pioneer is always itchy to investigate 


the unknown: 1 Shed inhibitions that serve 
No constructive purpose. 2 Declare your 
independence from trivial details. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

You entered the Sex, Drugs and Rock and 
Roll phase of your long-term cycle late last 
year, and you'll be in that zone until Janu- 
ary of 2009. That means you have been 
and will continue to be tempted with 
triple-intense opportunities to explore the 
frontiers of passion, find out about alterna- 
tive modes of consciousness and expand 
your capacity for lyrical release. So how is 
that working for you? Are you taking maxi- 
mum advantage of all the life-changing 
experiments these adventures offer with- 
out being turned inside-out by the emo- 
tional risks they entail? Everything 
depends on your skill in using unruly gifts. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Welcome to part two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2008, Cancerian. We're 
checking up on how well you're progress- 
ing with the challenges you were given 
near the end of last year. Here's one of the 
Most important things | hope you're doing: 
getting clear about which of the influences 
in your life encourage you toward medioc- 
rity, and which influences, on the other 
hand, nudge you in the direction of mas- 
tery. There’s a second crucial lesson that's 
related to the first: getting clear about 
which people have low expectations and 
distorted images of you, and which people, 
on the other hand, want the best for you 
and see you for who you really are. 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 


Welcome to part two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2008, Leo. We're check- 


ing up on how you're progressing with the 
challenges yow'were given near the end of 
last year. As | suspect you've guessed by 
now, there's one potential accomplishment 
that's more important than all the others. If 
you can pull it off, it'll change your life for- 
ever. |'m talking about the determination to 
take full responsibility for your own happi- 
ness. How? By studying in exquisite detail 
all the things you need to feel great, and 
taking aggressive steps to make sure they 
happen consistently. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

Welcome to part two of your outlook for the 
second half of 2008, Virgo. We're checking 
up on haw you're progressing with the chal- 
lenges you were given near the end of last 
year. | trust that by now you're aware that 
you have far more access to your creative 
powers than you've ever had before. If for 
some reason you have not yet taken advan- 
tage of this blessing, please drop every- 
thing and get to work tapping into the 
mother lode. This should be the year your 
self-expression reaches unprecedented lev- 
els of vividness and originality. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

Welcome to part two of your outlook for the 
second half of 2008, Libra. We're checking 
up on how you're progressing with the chal- 
lenges you were given near the end of last 
year. | trust that by now you have begun to 
make major renovations in the foundations 
of your world. | hope you have been carry- 
ing out brave changes that will anchor and 
stabilize your efforts for years to come. By 
January 1, 2009, | expect that you will be 
standing in your place of power and fighting 
for your dreams with more suppleness and 
stamina than you've ever summoned. 
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SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Welcome to part two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2008. We're checking 
up on how you're progressing with the 
challenges you were given near the end 
of last year. | hope by now you've realized 
that you have unprecedented opportuni- 
ties to forge combinations that have 
never before been possible. Opposites 
you'd always assumed would never 
attract should now be headed toward uni- 
fication. Elements of your life you've long 
feared were irreconcilable have been 
showing signs of finding common ground, 
and may even be primed to achieve a 
delicious synergy. Keep refining your pri- 
mal urge to merge, Scorpio! 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

Welcome to part two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2008, Sagittarius 
We're checking up on how you're pro- 
gressing with the challenges you were 
given near the end of last year. | trust that 
by now you're experiencing the joys of 
ever-growing self-discipline. | hope you're 
positively gleeful with your enhanced 
capacity to master details and be cre- 
atively organized. This is the year, | pre- 
dict, that you will learn to be a visionary 
planner without losing any of your inspir- 
ing spontaneity. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Welcome to part two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2008, Capricorn. How 
have you been progressing with the chal- 
lenges you were given near the end of 
last year? | trust that you've been hungry 
for new ideas, fresh approaches, and 
novel adventures. And | hope that this 
has resulted in you receiving more invita- 


as models 


tions, dares, and temptations than you've 
ever had. If what | just said describes 
your current state of affairs, | extend my 
hearty congratulations and remind you 
that you're only half way through this 
awakening process. If what | said dpesn’t 
fit your experience, get busy! 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

Welcome to part two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2008, Aquarius. We’ 
checking up on how you're progressing 
with the challenges you were given near 
the end of last year. I'm hoping that six 
months from now, you'll look back and 
make the following declaration: “This is 
the hardest I've ever worked to be free 
Liberation always came pretty easty to 
me before, but this year | had to find new 
ways -- complicated, interesting, highly 
advanced ways -- to carve out the space 
to live the life | want. I'm glad | was chal- 
lenged so deeply. it has made me a 
genius of emancipation.” 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

Welcome to part two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2008, Pisces. I'm hop- 
ing that six months from now, you'll look 
back and make the following declara 
“This year | was a real artist in the way | 
lived my life. Everything | did was like 
working on a beautiful masterpiece} had 
a sixth sense about when to shut up and 
when to speak out, when to pull back and 
when to push on, when to recharge and 
when to ripen. Whenever my efforts were 
ready to climax, | brought them to a cli- 
max and moved on to the next adventure 
So here’s the big question: What can | do 
to keep cultivating this adroit and grace- 
ful approach to being alive?” w 
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STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
-5519 


FRAMING 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options, Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408. 


MUSICAL EQUIPMENT 


TOA PA. 300 watt, 6 channel £.0., Reverb, Comp. c/w 
3 way ported 15" Yamaha Cabinets suitable for 
garage bands, community halls, DJs. $1200 963-4984 


Upright piano suitable for conversion to bar, CD rack, 


from 9am-Spm Mon-Fri ¢ Email rob@vueweekly.com ¢ 10303-108St. Edmo 


‘space or mark counts as.one character » Allow one space following 


Shu abl 


Tight * Up to 45 Characters per line * Every letter, 


fish tank. Requires extensive work. $300 963-4984 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program. 


WORKSHOPS 


DRAMAWORKS & ARTSTREK Theatre workshops for 
adults and teens. July 2008. 422-8162 / 
www.theatrealberta.com 


ARTIST T0 ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREESFREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 

Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. Ads 
more than 20 words are subject to regular price or cruel 
editing. Free ads will run for four weeks, if you want to 

renew or cancel please phone Glenys at 780-426- 
1996/fax 426-2889/e-m glenys@vueweekly.com or drop 

it off. Deadline is noon the Tue before publication. 

Placement will depend upon available space 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Steeps—Old Glenora: for open mic—Spoken word 
First Thursday every month. Contact Adam Snider to 
sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


Expanse Movement Arts Festival presented by 
Azimuth Theatre; Mar. 5-8, 2009 at the Roxy; Call for 
Submissions. Looking for some wicked choreographers, 
crews, visionaries and collectives. For info e-mail: 
expansefestival@gmail.com; i 

July 15, 2008 


Alberta Children & Youth Services—The Art of Peace 
Challenge 2008; www. familyviolence,gov.ab.ca/www.b- 
free.ca; Deadline is August 1. For youth 14-20 


Middle aged actors/actresses needed for short film 
projects. Contact eifma@live.ca and join the 
Edmonton Independant Filmmakers alliance on meet- 
Up.com 


The Works Art & Design Festival Seeking Boat or 
Canoe Donation for Upcoming Exhibit. Any shape, size 
or condition. E: production@theworks.ab.ca; T: 780- 
426-2122 ext 228 


Artworks donated by local artists wanted for charity 
auction, www.ihuman.org, need by June 30. Contact 
Jeannette at art.show.info@gmail.com 


Photographer seeks interesting, strong, photogenic 
faces. Sitter will be repaid with free photographs. 
Gemy contact@gerryyaum.com, www.gerryyaum.com 


MUSICIANS 


Seeking female lead quitarist. Punk/Alt Rock Band. 
Serious inquiries only. 780-757-1972 Ryan, 780-637- 
4226 Johnny; www.myspace.com/dad9phuk39s 


Drummer wanted for jam session. 
Top 40 music. Recreational with 
maybe the odd gig. Dave 456-6600 


Guitarist needed for est. blues/rock band. Gigs all 
year, summer booked. Oct. recording, Be creative, 
dedicated, flexible (jam 2-3/week), responsible, own 
vehicle, sober. Audition. Sharon 634-8535/Stephanie 
780-474-9383/message with Jeff at 690-9111 (cell) 


Edmonton reggae band seek experienced bassist for 
original material. Infl: Slightly Stoopid, Sublime, the 
Marleys, Sizzla, Israel Vibration, etc. 
kelly.callin@gmail.com 


Seeking experienced drummer to begin immediately 
blue/rock/country band: gigs: rehearsal space with kit 


setup. Call Colin: 780-444-4657 


Electric bass player available for working cover or 
Funk dance band, All styles. Have gear and profes- 
sional. Young and neat in appearance, Rod 232-6373 


Bass at with vocals wanted for three-piece band. 
fester Canadian roots-based music. 
Www.marvmachura.com Mary @ 240-1509 


Buskers wanted Amg. 2 outdoor family event in Stony 
Plain. Must register. spcountrymarket@hotmail.com 


445-9114 Seeking lively, friendly entertainers 


VOLUNTEER 


MCC (Mennonite Central Committee) fundraiser to 
relieve world suffering and poverty. Choose a 17km 
{kids ride), 60km or 100km Bike-A-Thon in/around 
Sherwood Park on July 4. Register: call Gordon 780 
467-6559, visit moc.org/alberta go to 2008 Relief Sale 


Volunteers for feate—Festival of Dance, 
(June 13) please contact feats Festival staff 
» at (780) 422-8107 or feats2008@live.ca 


Volunteers needed to “make fun” at the Edmonton 
International Street Performers Festival (July 4- 
13). Apply online at www.edmontonstreetfest.com, 
email at volunteer@edmontonstreetfest.com, or call 
Liz at 425-5162. (volunteers must 14 yrs minimum) 


Volunteer for the Works Art & Design Festival, 
Jane 20-July 2. Applications at www.theworks.ab.ca 
Volunteer Coordinator Caitlyn Cummings at 780-426- 

2122 ext. 230 or volunteer2@theworks.ab.ca 


The Great White North Triathlon, Stony Piain, July 
& Need volunteers for course marshals, scuba divers, 
security, transition workers, and tear-down. Ph the 
Volunteer co-ordinator 478-1388. email 
{william@telus.net 


The Edmonton Intemational Baseball 
Foundation js looking for volunteers to assist in the 
hosting of the IBAF World Junior AAA Baseball 
Championship (July 25-Amg. 3). Call the E.1.8.F 
Tournament Office 498-2225 


Alberta is looking to fill S 
new summer intemship positions. www.greenpeace.ca; 
send applications to 
jessie schwar¢@yto.greenpeace.org; Deadline: July 1 


Volunteer for Canadian Fra Games 
Edmonton 2008 (JFC). Aug. 14-17: English speaking 
: volunteers are welcome. 


Participants and volunteers needed for the 28th 
Annual! Terry Fox Run 2008, Sun, Sept. 14, 8:30 
(registration), 10am (run) at Hawrelak Park. 
Run/walk/roll 2, 5, or 10 km, www.terryfoxrun.org, 
888.836.9786 for info 


Hope Mission call for the summer, need water bottles 
to hand out throughout downtown's inner city. Drop- 
off at 9908-106 Ave, call 422-2018 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of Ais 
seeking mayor depression sufferers who are interest- 
ed in participating in a research study. Call 407-3906 


Volunteers Needed! to help newcomer Somali chil- 
dren with homework. 2 eves/wk. Northside location. 
Call Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 
www.youthvolunteer.ca 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers (21+) interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Naomi 496-5947, e-m: osyc@telus.net 


Be a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! 
Call Big Brother Big Sister (A L 
Become an in-school mentor, just one hour a week 


Break the Code! Help and adult to read and write. 
Call Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 421-7323 
www-famlit.ca 


Tandem Captains—Cycling with the Blind 
Tandem Captains required. Please contact John 
Collier at 433-1270 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 


Senior recreation/activity centre needs volunteer 
entertainers for monthly afternoon parties 
Weekday message Karen 780-468-1985 seesa.ca 


Plant a garden row for Meals on Wheels 
Looking for help with fresh produce during the sum- 
mer. Drop off produce 11111-103 Ave, Bam-3pm 
weekdays; www.mealsonwheelsedmonton.org 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in a 
variety of tasks and with some great fun events and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call Judy 
424-3545, ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to assist new immigrants on first 
time ri trip for essentials. 2-3 hrs. occas, 
weekdays, Call Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to help adult immigrants learn 
English. Shifts day/ eve., days/wknds, 3-4hrs/wk. No 
exp. req., various locations. Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


Volunteers Needed to help new immigrants to Canada 
leam about Canadian customs and culture. Tue and 
Thu June-Aug. Ph Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


Healthy volunteers required for research studies with 
the Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
Call 407-3775 or 407-3221. Reimbursement will be 
provided 


The Networkc Volunteer today to be a 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www.thesup- 
portnetwork.com or call 732-6648 


Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitchen help and drivers 
needed, weekdays 10am-1pm. Call 429-2020. 


Volunteer for ElderCare. Help with daily activities for 
seniors. Call 434-4747 Ext. 4 


Canadian Mental Health Association—Edmonton 
Region Board Recruitment. For info visit www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca, click on Volunteer. Contact Abigail 
Parrish-Craig at grammaabby@shaw.ca 


Join in the hottest new trend of personal history. 
Unique volunteer opportunity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by helping to put together a collec- 

tion of life history stories of Edmonton elders 
Interviews have been conducted, we now need some 
one to assist with transcription, storywriting, and/or 
layout and design, 434-4747 ext 4 for info 


Volunteer for the AGA and meet other art enthusiasts, 


get a free membership after 30 hrs of volunteer work, 

get invitations to events and movies. For info contact 

Priscilla Wagar at 422-6223 or pwagar@artgalleryal- 
berta.com 


VOLUNTEER 


S.CAR.S. 
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society 
There is a suitable home for all 
homeless animals, young or old! 
scarscare.org 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the blind and 
print-restricted! Email 
edmonton@volceprinteanada.com, or call 451-8331 


Teach English Overseas 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 
Online/No Degree Required 
Job Overseas Guaranteed! 

FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 


MERIC 
NOW HIRING! 


MOTHER'S MUSIC EDMONTON IS LOOKINGS. 
FORA | 


FULL TIME SALESPERSON | 
FOR OUR DOWNTOWN EDMONTON LOCATION | 
TO START IMMEDIATELY. 


Professional attitude, good work ethic, and s self starter 
attitude are essentia) for success in this position Come | 
work at one of Western Canada’s largest retal! music | 
stores, we are celebrating our S0th Anniversary in 2008 | 
and sre locking for peopie to share in our success! 


MOTHER'S 


Sales experience and musical knowledge ars a big pus. | 
eapectally if you are familiar with computer recording 
Systems, keyboards end synthesizers and DJ Gear. The 
ability to sell guitars and amos is a plus, but we are | 
locking to fill an opening in the keyboardirecorcing/DJ 
area first and foremost, however we welcome appications 
from all areas. Ifyou think you have what # takes and are 
ready for new challenges and a great new career then © | 
Tephy NOW! ; 


This is a full time position, Monday to Saturday, with 2 
‘Gay off during the week & the compensation psckage is 2 
combination of salary and comenission. 


NOTE - We are NOT looking for sales help in the Orum 
Shop at this time, so please no drum shop applications 
For more information piesse raply with your resume via | 

the following methods: 


Email - edmontonjote@mothersmusic.com 
Fax - 780-425-1414 Attn: Manager 
in Person - $0254 109 Street Attn: Manager 
Thank you - NO PHOME CALLS PLEASE 


DONOR RELATIONS 
COORDINATOR 

required to assist stewardship office at Roy 
al Alexandra Hospital Foundation. 


Responsibilities include: 
“Acknowledging donations prompth 
-Maintaining order in database & 
“Maintaining currency and accurac 
Recognition 
Producing letters, 
-Coordinatin 
“Representing t 


Skills and abilities we seek include 
“Networking, amiability, and social acumer 
«Strong and clear communications skill 
Discretion, and the ability to maintain the 
confidentiality of privileged information 
+Experlence with the MS Office Suite, including 
Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Outlook 
-Experience working with volunteers would be 
an asset 
Experience with Raiser’s Edge, Access, or other 
database softwere would be an asset 
+Experience in fundraising, with a ns 
not-for-profit, or in sales, marketing or 
communications would be an asset 


Deadiine for applications ts 
Wednesday, July 9th. 


Please submit your resume and-cover letter to 
Natasha Robbecapitaiheaith.ca 


BH Royal Alexandra 


PRIVATE NONCOMMERCIAL NOTICE 


This is to give good notice: 
to a8 parties, Mat the foSowing privste wornes aru cr men. 


has been accepted by Dr. Cassandra Paula van 
Norstrand a Minister of the Church of the 
Ecumenical Redemption International 
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been married for five 
e cooking, cleaning and 
oes doa few things 
e but not a lot: We do not 
lave any sex at all and she has no drive at 
all any more. The last time we did it was 
two years ago. She has even told me to go 
find someone else and to stop wasting 
time on her. | just don't know what to do. 
LOVE, BIG GUY 


DEAR BIG: 

Much as | don't feel like playing Quincy 
(the wrinkles!), | might be willing to 
declare your marriage dead for you, 
except for one thing: | think your wife is 
probably depressed, which means she 


scarscare.org 
Help to broadcast news nationally for the blind and 
rint-restricted! Email 
edmonton@voiceprinteanada.com, or call 451-8331 


tales lui) Bike” uses ay po Bar 

Park are looking for volunteer experienced cyclists to 

help with this course. Thu evenings Sept. 4-Oct. 16. 
John at jbcollier@shaw.ca 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for Elder Care. Bingo volun- 
teers are needed to help raise funds for program 


to ting? Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings: Pr Wed, Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave, 163 St Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


ry * vow -, q a “ ~ 

can probably be treated, and if she can be 
eated maybe your marriage can too. 

Thad to check back twice to make sure 


~ you'd really written “30,” and not the 50 or 


60 your sad, resigned little note put me 
more in mind of. If you're really 30 and didn't 
marry your gramma’s long-time mahjongg 
partner, then your wife is also presumably 
young, and was, presumably, not like this 
“when you married her. So something has 
happened in a mere five years to transform 
her from whatever vibrant young thing you 
married to this limp, tired and rather bitter- 
sounding dishrag. Would you please sit 
down with her and talk about seeing some- 
one? And listen, just leave the no-sex part 
out of it for starters. “I'm not getting laid and 
that means you're broken” is nat a recom- 
mended opening move. 
LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA: 
I'm in my early 30s, single, and | have never 
been with a pro. | have travelled to all kinds 


meals and outings. Ph 434-4747, ext. 4 


Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts and Culture Festival 
seeks steering committee volunteers. Visit 
www.exposurefestival.ca 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants and 
refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 423-1973 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
Math Literacy Program. For info Ph 424-5514 


EC.AW.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION AGAINST 
WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers welcome. 
Www.wage-peace.com for info/contacts, Ph 988-2713 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4he.ca 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 
care. www.cciorg.ca 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http;//auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547 


PALLS, Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
ESL - English as a Second Language program. 
Training and materials provided. Contact 424-5514 


Do you know what a Volunteer Driver is? It's a com- 
munity member who can spare 3-4 hours once a 
month to drive a senior. Gall Bev 732-1221 


Do you love art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 

Centre for the Arts can use you! Come show off your 

talents, www.ninahaggertyart.ca; email: info@nina- 
haggertyart.ca or call 474-7611 


CHIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss, For more 
info call Catherine 453-8304 
0 eee 
Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out with 
cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 904- 


_ 8751 or 6-m: foadnotbombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


~ Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a life- 


changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Bocome a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


ee 
The Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers ta take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 423-4102 


junteor for Canadian Mental Health contact — 


CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 
~ second language to newcomers to Canada. 
Orientation and training provided. Meet people from 


of poor Third World countries, so | have had 
infinite opportunities, but I've never wanted 
to do it I'ma relationships kind of guy. 

However ... my work has taken me to a 
new location, where | am basically of no 
value in the dating market. I'm interest- 
ing, not bad looking, fit, tall and have lots 
of other good qualities, but basically 
they're looking for a cool local guy with 
lots of free time on his hands. Dating is 
flat-out impossible for me while I'm here. 

It’s not just sex that | miss. It's some 
undefinable part of the experience of 
being with a woman. The smile, the 
pheromones, cuddling, long hair? 

| know that a pro’s smile is not really 
the same thing as the smile of a woman 
who really likes me, which can never be 
bought, and | don’t like fake things. 
Should | suspend my disbelief for a few 
hours and just enjoy it? Would | just feel 
rotten afterwards? And, even more impor- 
tantly, is this an ethical thing to do? | wish 
| could go somewhere where a woman 


all around the world. Jason: jmarkowsky@cci-lex.ca 
or 944-0792 


Overwhelmed? In a tough spot? Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The 
Support Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


would return my smile sometimes, but | 
am stuck here for now. 


LOVE. LONELY (WITHOUT) ABROAD 


DEAR LONELY: 

You sent this letter quite some time ago, so 
let's hope you're out of No-Love-Land by 
now. Since you asked, though, | have no 
ethical qualms about people paying for sex 
as long as the person doing the selling is 
as fully empowered to not be a prostitute 
as she is to be one. Whether or not you 
believe that this condition can ever be met, 
especially for women, depends on your 
broader sexual-political viewpoint. | am a 
rather middle-of-the-roadish feminist these 
days and neither believe that all sex with 
Men is prostitution (or rape), nor that pros- 
titution is an especially empowering form 
of goddess-worship. | do believe that many 
women really are in a position to freely 
chose the sex trades and to leave them 
when they wish. Those are, of course, the 
lucky ones, though, the college-girl strip- 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Independent Monique, 32 
Beautiful, amazing body, very busty 
Noon-8pm, 413-0294 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
429-0136, ext. 233 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; 
www.afdr.ab.ca 


SEEKING musicians, literary and visual artists 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards vol- 
unteer program. Must have formal experience/train- 
ing and be’able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consec- 
utive months. For information or to book an inter- 
view, please call 407-8428 


ESL Tutors needed. Call PA.LS., 424- 
5514. Help someone learn English as a second lan- 
guage. Training materials provided 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) pro- 
vides crisis intervention, information, counseling, 
public education services. For @ customized pres- 

entation T: 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: 
info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 423-4121 


Canadian Mental Health Association, 
www. Education Program 
is pleased to offer workshops to give you the skills 

to intervene with people who may be at risk for 
suicide. Follow the SB or call 414- 


Have you been affected by another person's sexual 
behaviour? S-Anon is a (Se for family 
members and friends of sex addicts. Ph 988-4411 for 
meeting locations and info, or visit www.sanon.org 


Misty .. Desirable redhead, mature, petite model 
offers passion, spanking, fantasies or Greek. 442- 
3039 


52911847-001/05616197-002 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE, best service in town 
www-freewebs.com/asiantouch 

695-3623 


= 


their 30s: one can’t get no lovin’, one wants to buy some 


per/hooker/performance artists, not the 
streetwalkers, and we haven't even looked 
overseas, where poor young women may 
haye even fewer choices 

Is it ever ethical to pay such a “profes- 
sional?” Many would say of course not 
Others, including myself in some moods 
would chose the practical over the ideal 
and point out that while such transac- 
tions may be distasteful, if nobody pays 
her she will starve or be beaten or both 
This is one of those situations which has 
No perfect answer, the world in which it 
occurs being too imperfect to yield on™ 

| don’t think hiring a street prostitute in 
a poor country is really your cup of weak 
yak-butter tea, anyway. Better, in your 
position, to cultivate a few pseudo-inti- 
mate online relationships and save your 
money for the occasional trip abroad to 
visit one of those (provided you've netted 
an actual woman) or, failing that, to pay a 
fancy freelancer a lot of Euros 
LOVE, ANDREA 


Gothic Angel, 26 
Outcalls only, flat rates quoted 
Independent escort 


442 0744 
Lic # 75505646-001 


ADULT 


Jat Rate Escorts 
ing @ $300/hr 
\ flatratefun.c 
(780) 932-4739 lic#64748945 
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Edmonton 


780-665-0808 


LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 
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